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SCIENCE'S COMPASS 

of the change appears to be focused on the 
nervous system. This suggests that whereas 
the ancestor of the ox may have learned to 
eat grass to survive this global cataclysm, 
the ancestor of humans became more intelli- 
gent. This perhaps prepared humankind to 
adopt the "generalist" adaptive strategy that 
became so important during the climatic 
fluctuations of the Ice Ages, leading to the 
ascendency of humans as the dominant 
large animals on the planet today. 

STEVEN A. BENNER 

Foundation for Applied Molecular Evolution, 1115 
NW 4th Street, Gainesville, FL 32601, USA. 

A Soldier's View 
of the USAMRIID 

IN MARTIN ENSERINK'S ARTICLE "ON 
biowarfare's frontline," (News Focus, 14 
June, p. 1954), the detractors of the U.S. 
Army Medical Research Institute of Infec- 
tious Diseases (USAMRIID), as well as En- 
serink, neglect to mention its most crucial 
and fundamental function, which is the basis 
for all the actions that seem so inexplicable to 
civilians. USAMRIID is an organ of the U.S. 
Army. Its ultimate focus and purpose are to 
save the lives of soldiers. It is funded by U.S. 
taxpayers, and it has to answer to the 
Congress for how it spends that money. 

The idea that the managing officers of 
USAMRIID are obsessed with being pro- 
moted is unfair and unreasonable. There is 
nothing wrong with working for a promo- 
tion; civilians do it all the time. If an officer 
or an enlisted person isn't promoted, they're 
put out of the Army. 

Frequent transfers aren't contrived to an- 
noy civilian co-workers-they're a vital tool 
to developing a soldier's career. An Army 
doctor who has spent his entire career work- 
ing with civilian researchers in Ft. Detrick, 
Maryland, isn't going to be able to function 
in a combat environment. He's expected to 
be able to perform more than his specialty, 
and the only way to achieve a multifaceted 
experience is to be transferred to different 
environments. Combat zones aren't charac- 
terized by state-of-the-art hospitals or re- 
search labs. Usually, it's a tent or a small 
building, with only as much light as a diesel 
generator can muster. Soldiers die in combat 
zones, and if your only neurologist dies, your 
podiatrist is going to have to do the neurolo- 
gist's job. Ultimately, an Army doctor is 
more than just a doctor-he's also a soldier. 

The "ticket punches" that C. J. Peters 
complains about aren't merely catered tea 
parties in the general's flower garden- 
they're advanced courses in combat and 
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ter a hospital in a combat zone. That means 
ensuring that there are enough medical sup- 
plies and organizing water, food, fuel, shel- 
ter, clothing, ammunition, medical and sup- 
port personnel, air and ground vehicle sup- 
port, patient care, and defense of the hospi- 
tal itself. He also must be capable of mov- 
ing that hospital at a moment's notice. 

When the civilian ax-grinders under- 
stand that the USAMRIID is an Army fa- 
cility, perhaps then they will understand 
why it operates the way it does. 

MICHELLE BLANCHARD 

U.S. Army, retired, Littlerock, WA. E-mail: 
WMeadowlark@att.net 

CORRECTIONS AND CLARIFICATIONS 

REPORTS: "A new skull of early Homo 
from Dmanisi, Georgia" by A. Vekua et al. 
(5 July, p. 85). Captions for two of the 
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