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Dartmouth Medical School Dartmouth Medical School 

* "1O...Quality, service, price" 
UC Santa Barbara, Physics Department 

* "1O...We have used TMC tables for years. 
Always pleased...past experience" National Institutes of Health 

* "10...Very reliable/good quality and workmanship... 
previous experience at NIH" Howard University 

* "10...Easy set-up and hook-up...Competitor 
recommended you!" UMass Medical Center 

* "1O...This is my fourth TMC table purchase... 
Price and fast delivery" University of New Mexico 

* "1O...Excellent help from Wes Wigglesworth 
...Past experience" Neuroscience Department at a NYC University 

* "Let me tell you that your table is working beautifully. 
There is no vibration in the tip of the electrode!!!!!!!! 
Thanks again, you made 
my life much easier." L 
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SCIENCE'S COMPASS 

two interventions extend life-span through a 
final common pathway or mechanism. How- 
ever, had we not first maximized life-span by 
dietary restriction, we might not have discov- 
ered this, because at more moderate levels of 
dietary restriction, chico' extends life-span. 

More generally, interaction studies of 
this type cannot be used to demonstrate 
that two interventions act through different 
pathways. To illustrate this point, suppose 
that we had seen a further extension of 
life-span by chicol at the level of dietary 
restriction that maximizes life-span. This 
might have meant that the mechanisms of 
extension of life-span were different. How- 
ever, it might also have meant that the 
downstream pathway(s) through which di- 
etary restriction extends life-span had not 
been fully activated at the food level that 
maximized life-span, so that further acti- 
vation and extension of life-span were still 
possible by the addition of chico'. 

We also agree that many of the pheno- 
types associated with the Ames mutation 
and caloric restriction in the mouse are 
different. However, these other phenotypes 
may not be causal in the extension of life- 
span; they are correlated traits that may be 
induced by the upstream intervention 
through routes independent of those pro- 
ducing the extension of life-span. 

DAVID J. CLANCY,1 DAVID GEMS,1 ERNST HAFEN,2 

SALLY J. LEEVERS,3 LINDA PARTRIDGE1* 

1Department of Biology, University College London, 
Gower Street, London WC1E 6BT, UK. 2Zoologisches 
Institut, Universitat Zurich, Winterthurerstrasse 190, 
8057 Zurich, Switzerland. 3Growth Regulation Labora- 

tory, Imperial Cancer Research Fund, Post Office Box 
123,44 Lincoln's Inn Fields, London WC2A 3PX, UK. 
*To whom correspondence should be addressed. 
E-mail: L.Partridge@ucl.ac.uk 

Ice Patch Discovery: 
A Joint Effort 

I WOULD UKE TO CLARIFY A STATEMENT MADE IN 
Kevin Krajick's article "Melting glaciers re- 
lease ancient relics" (News Focus, 19 April, p. 
454). Krajick states that I was the sole discov- 
erer of the ice patch phenomenon. The discov- 
ery was made in a combined effort by my wife 
Kristin and me. It was Kristin who initially no- 
ticed this incredible phenomenon. Because I 
am a wildlife biologist versed in caribou ecol- 
ogy, I appreciated the significance of this oc- 
currence (1). Both people involved in this ini- 
tial discovery should be properly credited. 

GERRY KUZYK 

Wildlife Management, School of Environmental 
Sciences, Lakeland College, 5705-47 Avenue Vermil- 
ion, Alberta T9X 1K5, Canada. E-mail: gerry.kuzyk@ 
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