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Sea-FLoor Sampler 
The best ,spots to find out what's happening beneath 

molten rock spiLs from gashesin the sea floor, says 

geotogist Charles Langmuir! "The series of ocean 
~j : ridges are like a window into Earth's interior." m,hriulu^ ^ ^ 
< ,;,~ ~/~~Ll~~ One place to peer through that window is 

iD PetDB, a 3-year-old collection of rock chemistry 
measurements compiled by Langmuir and col- *' 

"-~11k~~.i'~~!r~' leagues at Columbia's Lamont-Doherty Earth Ob- 
servatory. Gleaned from the literature, the data . 

record the geochemical composition of more than . 
30,000 samples taken from ocean-ridge locations around . . . 

the word (above, the junction of the Pacific and Antarctic pates)You can 

phy, or chemical ch aracteristics such as isotope ratios. Apong with the sam-. . . 

pie's chemical profile, the output provides the exact coordinates, samplingoe. . 
z 

technique, and the original reference. . 

petdb.ldeo.columbia.edu/petdb 
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Rat Cartography 
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The good old Lab rat wit soon join the menagerie of model organisms 
with sequenced genomes. As a preliminary step, the National Center for - .. 

sBiotechnology Information recently posted a set of genome maps for . . . 

the beady-eyed rodent. Right now,the offerings are the genomic equiva- . 

tent of those early navigational charts that only depicted a few eand- 
marks. The three versions available at the Rat pappViewer cover all of_the 
Norway rats 21 pairs of chromosomes, specifying the locations of several 
thousand marker sequences. For the coordinates of some 1600 genes, 
along with predicted locations for more than 6300 others try RatMap, a 

|z sacdatabase hosted by the University of Goteborg in Sweden. 
* www.ncbi.nlm.nih.eov/cibia.-n/Entrez/ma Ps.c-i?OR=rat 
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ratmap.gen.gu.se/index.htmt 

|~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~a ~~~~~Send great Web site suggestions to netwatch@aaas.org 
v 

www.sciencemag.org SCIENCE VOL 295 22 MARCH 2002 2183 


