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ology. They note that WHR2000 "simply as- 
sumes that system performance variation ac- 
counts for all [health] outcome variation after 
controlling for levels of [personal health care 
service] expenditure and education." Methods 
are needed for measuring the extent and effec- 
tiveness of prevention and protection pro- 
grams. I suggest that until we have measure- 
ments and numbers to describe protection, we 
will not have, as Lord Kelvin said, "advanced 
to the state of Science." Nor will health 
policy-makers pay any attention. 
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CountingAll Species 
IN REFERENCE TO THE PROPOSAL BY THE ALL 
Species Foundation for a complete catalog 
of life on Earth, which is described in the 
News Focus article "Up for the count?" by 
A. Lawler (26 Oct., p. 769), I was quoted 
as saying, "This is well intentioned but in- 

credibly nai've." The statement, out of con- 
text, could be misleading, so I would like 
to clarify my meaning. 

T h e i d e a o f a c o m p l e t e c a t a l o g o f  
species is not new, and efforts related to 
specific taxa have been under way for 

(GTI), and thus any proposal for a complete 
catalog of life on Earth must work within 
this framework. 

Forthenewproposal tosucceedgiven 
such parameters, two criteria are essential. 
First, those developing countries where 

much of the biodiversity some years. What is in- 
teresting about the new 
proposal  is  that  it  
would include all taxa 
and take advantage of 
recent technological de- 
velopments that could 
proiide a quantitative 
leap in the  area o f  
systematics. 

Therefore, what I 
view as na'ive is not the 
all-species count itself, 
but attempting to accom- 
plish it without taking 
into account the present 
political setting. The 

1is found must have help 
"...what I view as in building up their taxo- 

nomic research capacity 
naive is not the all- both technologically and 

species 
but attempting to 

accomplish it without 

taking 

L
the present political 

setting." 

academically. There are 
good where 
this is working, includ- 
ing InBio in Costa Rica, 
CONABIO in Mexico, 
and the Alexander von 
Humboldt Institute in 
Colombia. And second, 
this endeavor needs to be 
a truly global partner- 
ship, bringing together 
the systematists and in- 

United Nations Convention on Biological stitutions from around the world and giving 
Diversity, signed in 1992 and ratified by 181 them the tools and resources they need to 
countries to date, established national work within this new global context. 
sovereignty over biodiversity, which in effect CRISTIAN SAMPER 
restricts the free flow of biological speci- Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute. Unit 
mens around the globe. The Convention also 0948, APO AA 34002-0948, USA. E-mail: sam- 
adopted the Global Taxonomy Initiative perc@tivoli.si.edu 

We're In I t  For The Science 
The National Cell Culture Center 1s a non-profit resource sponsored by the NIH to support bas~c  research by provldlng 

access to cell culture servlces at mlnlmal cost Worklng w ~ t h  the Center. your cell llne or custom protocol 1s adapted for larger 

scdle production Cells or cell secreted protelns are delivered In the quantlty and frequency you deslre. enabllng you to focus more 

ot your valuable resources on fundamental research problems 

Thousands of'sclentlsts from every major research lnstltutlon throughout the country h a ~ e  accessed the Center for t he~r  cell 

culture needs Let us help you u ~ t h  your research Visit u~ on the web at www.nccc.com 

www.sciencernag.org SCIENCE VOL 294 30 NOVEMBER 2001 	 1833 

mailto:@tufts.edu
http://www.fiocruz,br/cict/dis/
mailto:perc@tivoli.si.edu

