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munities to receive grain subsidies and 
seedlings for planting plantation and natural 
forests. Farmers will also receive a cash sub- 
sidy proportional to the amount of land con- 
verted (13). Unfortunately, panda habitat 
conservation remains poorly integrated into 
these policies. However, a third national sur- 
vey, slated for publication in 2002, may help 

bv ~ r o v i d i n ~  information on the 

T he giant panda (Ailuropoda 
melanoleuca) should be a Gansu potential dispersal patterns. 
conservation success story as Although panda conserva- 

the world's most widely recognized tion activities in China are re- 
conservation icon, with a protected ceiving unprecedented support, 
area network of 33 nature reserves, development goals can be in- 
and an improved captive breeding 

olongla 
compatible with conservation. 

program. Yet, habitat loss and frag- Mount& 
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China recently initiated the 
mentation continue to threaten its Western China Development 
future. China's estimated 1100 

Xlangll 
Program, which calls for sub- 

wild giant pandas survive in only a Mounta stantial infrastructure develop- 
fraction of their historic range (see ment, hydropower generation, 
the figure) (1, 2). Human land use ecotourism development, and 
has restricted the species to ap- economic incentives to encour- 
proximately 24 montane forest age domestic and international 
populations at the edge of the Ti- Historic distribution of giant pandas (inset map) and present-day investment. This initiative will 
betan Plateau (3). The pandas' fu- distribution (red). [Adapted from (76)] draw additional Chinese citi- 
ture in China's forests depends on zens into the region, and tax an 
increased protection and restoration of cor- wu County in the Min Mountains, for exam- already burdened land. Integrating conser- 
ridors among remaining forest fragments ple, has the highest density of pandas. Yet of vation needs into development policies will 
and increased habitat protection. The Chi- the 2700 km2 of habitat, less than 20% is be an important challenge. The NFCP and 
nese government has recently instituted protected in three unconnected reserves. A the Grain-to-Green policy provide a historic 
policies that could have profound positive or landscape-scale analysis of pandas in the opportunity to move panda conservation 
negative effects on the forests that pandas Qinling Mountains found that increased from individual reserves to habitat conser- 
need to survive. protection and linkage of fragmented mid- vation across landscapes. 
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