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are allowed with the proper per- 
mits. So when the Mumbai- 
based Maharashtra Hybrid Seed 
Company (MAHYCO) dixov- 
ered what appeared to be GM 
cotton growing in the western 
state of Gujarat, it complained 
to govemment officials. Investi- 
gators confirmed that the plants 
contained a pest-resistance gene 

The Indian government has ordered the analyst at the Fo- 
burning of illegal genetically modified cotton. Nm for Biotech- 

nology and Food 
from the bacterium Bacillus Security in New Delhi, says that 
thuringiensis (Bt) that is patent- the scorched-earth policy 
ed by Monsanto, MAHYCO's shows the seed industry that 
parent company. the government means busi- 

On 18 October, the environ- ness. "If the industry cannot 
ment ministry ordered Gujarat behave," he says, "it has no 
officials to torch the crops, and place in the country." 

Reseeding Coral Reefs 

New "Geniuses" 
Nine scientists were among 
the two dozen "geniuses" giv- 
en surprise financial windfalls 
by the John D. and Catherine T. 
MacArthur Foundation on 24 
October. As always, none of 
the winners-each of whom 
gets $500,000 over 5 yean to 
use as they see fit-knew 
t h y  were in the running.As a 
result, foundation officials 
passing along the good news 
took precautions: Molecular 
biologist Norm Pace of the 
University of Colorado, Boul- 
der, says that, after picking up 
the phone, he was first asked 
i f  he was sitting down. 
The names of the other win- 

Australian marine biologists have developed a promising way 
to breathe new life into patches of damaged coral reefs. 

Rehabilitating reefs hit hard by climate change, pollu- 
tion, human activities, or predator infestations traditionally 
has been at the whim of Mother Nature. Marine biologists 

at the Australian Insti- 
tute of Marine Science in 
Fremantle wondered if 
they could help her 
along by "reseeding" 
damaged reefs with mil- 
lions of coral embryos. 

In a pilot study, they 
scooped up bucketfuls 
of embryos after a 1997 
mass spawning event in 
Coral Bay, off Western 
Australia.They then de- 
posited the tiny em- 
bryos into floating pools 
moored over a damaged 
reef. When the embryos 
matured, the team Mesh tents to deter predators are part 
pumped them onto tiles of a new coral-rehabilitation method. 
on the seabed, which 
could be easily moni- 
tored and defended from predators with mesh tents. In a forth- 
coming paper in Marine Ecology Progress, they report that 
roughly 23,600 new corals per square meter settled permanent- 
ly, compared to a natural rate of about 27 per square meter. 

Bette Willis, a marine biologist at James Cook University in 
Townsville, says the "innovative" technique could eventually 
help managers restore reefs that once attracted schools of 
fish--and throngs of tourists. 

Lefties-or at least relatives 
of lefties-may be better 
than right-handed people at 
remembering events, ac- 
cording to a new study. 

Since the mid-1980s sci- 
entists have known that the 
two brain hemispheres of 
left-handers are more 
strongly connected than 
those of right-handers. 
Stephen Christman and 
Ruth Propper of the Univer- 
sity of Toledo, Ohio, suspect 
that memory for specific 
events-known as episodic 
memory--relies heavily on 
interaction between the 
hemispheres. Consequently, 
they reasoned that lefties 
and righties might differ in 
episodic memory, but not 

To test their theory, they 
asked 62 subjects to watch 
a series of 55 words flashed 
on a computer screen. Sev- 
eral minutes later, subjects 
were asked to write down 
the words. When errors 
were subtracted from cor- 
rect answers, subjects with 
left-handedness in  their 
families-who may share 
brain characteristics with 
their left-handed relative* 
achieved an average score 
of 4.7 compared to 2.7 for 
those who only had right- 
handed relatives. There was 
no such difference in a sec- 
ond task designed to test 
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