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strength. Afier cscluding the dfects of hor- drugs before long. -DAN FERBER 
mone rcplaccnicnt therapy, agc. height. and Dan Ferber is a writer in Urbana, Illinois. 

Bug Bastille to Open 
Under New Management 
PARIS-In the nest few weeks, Europe's 
most advanced high-security pathogen lab 
is espccted to open for business in thc 
sout l~cr~lFrcnch city of Lyons. A striking 
glass-and-steel structure built on stilts over 
an <xisting building. the lab \\rill join a 
handful of facilities around the world capa- 
ble of handling the most dangerous hmnan 
pathogens-such as the Eboln and Lassa 
fcvcr viruses (Scirtlcc,. 26 May, p. 1320). 
But thc long-anticipated dcbut of this "hot" 
lab is not turning out to be a joyous occa- 
sion for soillc of those involved. 

Last ~ w c k .  thc Marcel MCricus Founda- 
tion. ~vhicll paid for the lab's construction, 
announced that the Pasteur Institute \vill 
take over its "scientific dircction." The ar- 
rangement. ~vllich took a consortiunl of rc- 
searchers planning to use the lab by sur- 
prise. gives Pasteur the authority to name 
thc lab31 director. The lcriding candidate is a 
Pastern scientist, and that would leave the 
lab's current director. virologist Susan Fish- 
er-l-loch, out in the cold. Fisher-Hoch says 
she's a victim of a snlear canlpaign aimed 
at shunting her asidc. 

This in:mspicious spat is the latest twist 
in a long saga. In 1996, physician Charles 
Mkrieus. patriarch of the Lyons-bascd fami- 
ly of vaccine producers and creator of the 
foundation bearing the name of his father. a 
student of Louis Pasteur, decided to build 
thc lab privately after agencies in Europc 
balked at its $8 million price tag. Mkrieus 
hirccl Fisher-I-loch. \vho had spent much of 
her career in a biosafety level 4 (BSL-4j fa- 
cility at the Centers for Discasc Control and 
Prevention (ICDC) in Atlanta. Georgia, to 
dcsign and build thc lab (Scieilcc, 13 March 
1998. p. 1630). Technical glitches and safety 
concerns have delayed thc lab's opening. 
originally planned for late 1998. 

Putting the Pastcur in charge of the lab's 
science tnakcs scnse for both Mkrieus and 
the Pasteur. The  European Union and 
Frcnch agencies turned down repeatcd rc- 
quests to help cover the estimated $1.4 mil- 
lion per year to kccp the lab running; thc 
foundation and Pastern arc now negotiating 
the institute's financial contributions to thc 
lab. "The Pasteur Institute was a logical 
choice." says David I-lcymcinn. director of 
the World Health 0rg:inization's division of 
emerging and othcr communicablc diseases 
in Geneva. And Pasteur Director-Gencr:il 
Philippe Kourilsky says the arrangement al- 5 
lows Pasteur to run n BSL-4 facility \vitl~out $ 
the hassle and expense of trying to build 3 

one on its alrcady cramped catnpus in the 3 
t, 

hcart of Paris. -3 
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But some members of the Lyons-based leged incident in letters to the WHOP Hey- 
European Center for Research in Virology mann this spring, in which he asks for help 
and immunology (CERVQ-a f h t i o n  of in replacing Fisher-Hoch. MMewc also cum- 
teams associated with the BSLA facility plained about Fisher-Hoch in letters to 
-are left wundering how their plans will be Kowilsky. (Heymam says he did not re- 
affected. "None of the directors [of the spond to the request, and Kourilsky declined 
CERVI research units] were d t e d ,  and 
we do not know what [Pasteur's] scientific 
programisgoingtobe,"saysCEWmem- 
ber Jean-Luc Darlix, head of a human virol- I 

l 

toOOrnment,sayingtheissueisanin- 
ternal foundatonmatter.) 

: l i  Fier-Hoch and McCormick dis- 
pute the press accounts. They say the 
samples were from healthy Western 

In the hot -at. Europe's premier pathogens lab is donors, including themselves, and 
about to come online with the Pasteur Institute-not were drawn during a workshop they 
Susan Fisher-Hoch (nlght), it appea- the helm. conducted in Liberia-not Sierra 

Leone--to teach medical personnel 
ogy lab run by the biomedical research how to perform diagnostic tests for Lassa 
agency INSERM. fever. Fisher-Hoch says she laid this out in 

Fisher-Hoch is even less certain about an 11 April letter to Mbrieux, explaining 
her future at the lab. Confidential docu- that she intended to use the unhkted sam- 
ments from C E W  and the foundation ob- ples as controls in future work on lethal 
tained by Science indicate that F'astew and viruses. Mhrieux, 93, told Science that 
foundation officials intend to appoint Pas- whether or not the alleged incidents were 
teur virologist V i t  Deubel as the new di- true, they "created a bad image of the 
rector, effective this fall. Deubel has p S G 4  Wty], ,  in the press which "I can- 
searched in mca for mewoirs of the dead- not tolerate." Fisher-HochS contract to di- 
ly Ebola virus, although Darlix and others rect the lab runs until February 2002, al- 
say that he has no experience in a BSL4 though foundation officials say she will now 
lab. Deubel declined to comment, but be asked to accept a lesser role. But she 
Kourilsky defends the putalive appointment speculates that once the lab was ready to 
of a Pasteur scientist "If the Pastew Insti- come online it was too tempting a prize: "As 
tute is associated with the PSL-4 facility]," the French say, the cake was too beautifid, 
he sws. "it is Mwmal that the scientific di- evervone wanted to eat itn -MIOUEL BALTER - 9, rectitk &odd be assured by a 

Fisher-Hoch .sees darker fox - 
For the past several months, articles in Lyons 
newmuers and in the national mess have -B&d~erPn!fnpts 
suggk& that the lab might pok a health 
threat to the local community. A story in the 
30 March issue of the weekly magazine 
L'Express, for example, reported that 
Fisher-Hoch last fall was given a number 

i of possibly virally infected blood samples 
from Sierra Leone by her husband, Joseph 
McCormick, and that she violated safety 
procedures by putting them in a heax  in a 
BSG2 lab, which has fmw W%gm& than 
a BSGQ lab. (McCormick, also a former 

? CDC virus hunter who works at the 
L y o n s - w  drug company AVentis-W, 

Science, 13 November 1998, p. 1241 .) 
Charles Mhiew refks repeatedly to this al- 

 ice to Shed weight 
Whenitcomestobodyfat,thelawsofther- 
modynamics hold weight: Take in more 
calories than the body burns to produce en- 
ergy, and the excess will be shunted into ht. 
To regdate this thennodynamic system, the 
body somehaw keeps the brain apprised of 
theeaergybalancesoitcandampeaowap- 
petites if we are overdng. Now, a multidis- 
ciplinary team fiom Johns Hopkins Univer- 
sity may have discavered an important new 
clue about how the body performs this feat 
of calorie-and thus weight-mntrol. 

The team, led by pathologist Francis 
Kuhajda, chemist Craig Townsend, bio- 

icientists are blasting 
the wurn Amcan government for offering 
expense-paid Mps to 45 members of a 
controversial advisory panel that is revis- 
iting HIV's role in AIDS. South African 
President Thabo Mbek&who has said his 
government can't a f f d  the relatively 
cheap drugs that prwent mothers fmm 
infecting their babies with HIV-was 
lambasted by critics in May when he ex- 
pressed doubts that HIV caused AIDS and 
convened a review panel that indudes 
prominent HIV skeptic Peter Dwdxrg of 
the Unhrenity of California, Berkeley (Sd- 
e m ,  28 April, p. 590). Now, even some 
panelists who Uve outside South Africa 
are enraged that the government is offer- 
ing generous per diems, business& air 
ti*, and swank hotels to the p u p  for 
its final meeting in Johannesbug on 3 to 
4 July, before a major international AIDS 
conferem in Durban. 

But pan& StefanoMUa president- 
aeCtoftheI~onalAIDSsodety,be 
Ueverthatthem~leywillbewellspentif 
the panel convinces M W  that HN causes 
AIDS.% can't skip dealing with him," rays 
VeUa'Soutt~ Afrka is seen as a leading 
country in Africa."A gwemnmt official 
who sent the invitation did not respond to 
Sdmce's inquiries. 

- ~ F o r t y J a p a n e s e d w  
firms will fund a $10 million pmgmm to ex- 
plore~ngle-pdymarphisms 
(SNPs), the silrglebare MliaLionr in a per- 
son's genetic code that influem direare 
ridtandtreawntleactionsunhrwrity#r- 
entistsinvohdinthepmgmn,settobegh 
nextyear,will~bloodsamplesfrom 
1oOOJapaneseindMduelsandmelrethe 
data freely available to other meamhem 

The project will Nn in parallel with two 
dng-fundedbythe- 
and an international consortium Backe~~ of 
the $45 million SNPs Consortium, support- 
ed by Europsan and US. firms, hoped that 
Japanese cumpanies wid join their cfFact 
(Weme, ldAwil1999, D. 4061. But a 
&keqmmvfor the h n  P)larmaceuaka 
M a n u f a c t u r e n ~ a t h  said that the 
gmpfekitneededitsownpmgmm,al- 
though future cooperation is possible.And 
huwthephteefforSwhkhhasanapplied 
f oa~~ ,  will coordinate with Japan's more ba- 
sk msemhodented publk pmpm isn't 
d e a r , s a y s ~ ~ o f t h e U n h r w -  
sityofTolyo,who headsthegavemment- 
funded effort. But he that Japan 
"definitely needs its own [SNPs] -" 

Contributon: CMdne Mlot, Michael 
Balt.r. Jon Cdwn, Dennis Normil. 
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