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Maternal Investment in 
Human Brain Growth 

Regarding the energy requirements o f  the 
evolving human brain and maternal in- 
vestment (A .  Gibbons, "Solv ing the 
brain's energy crisis," Research News, 29 
May, p. 1345), a well-nourished Western 
woman stores one-quarter o f  her body 
weight, about 16 kilograms, as fat, equiva- 
lent to 144,000 calories, by  the time she 
completes her growth at age 18 (1). This 
caloric store is sufficient for a pregnancy 
to term (50,000 calories) (2) and about 3 
months o f  lactation after birth (about 1000 
calories a day) (3), a period o f  rapid brain 
growth. The most rapid fat storage occurs 
(4) during the years o f  the adolescent 
growth spurt up to menarche. 

correspondence from several colleagues re- 
garding the splice variants o f  CD44 that are 
necessary for this interaction has alerted us 
to a typographical error in footnote 17 o f  
our original publication. The CD44 com- 
plementary D N A  that was used for trans- 
fection contained exons 7-10 (not exons 
7v-10v, as stated), which corresponds to 
splice variants 3 4  (3v-6v). Although our 
report did not address whether the standard 
form o f  CD44 (which lacks variant exons) 
also binds osteopontin, subsequent analyses 
suggest that this is not the case (2). 
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CORRECTIONS AND CLARIF ICATIONS 

Robert Service's 25 September News of the 
Week article "A biomolecule building block 
from vents" (p. 1936) incorrectly identified 
Robert Hazen as the lead author of the 
study that was described. Jay A. Brandes 
conceived and directed the investigation. 

In Joseph Alper's article "Assembling the 
world's biggest library on your desktop" (News 
Focus, 18 Sept., p. 1784), Usama Fayyad and 
Susan Dumais should have been identified as 
senior researchers in the Decision Theory and 
Adaptive Systems group at Microsoft Research. 

...................................................................... 
In the letter "Solution to a conservation prob- 
lem?" (18 Sept., p. 1805), a co-author's name 
was inadvertently omitted. The name of 
William von Hippel in the Department of Psy- 
chology at Ohio State University, Columbus, 
OH 43210, USA, should also have appeared. 

Rose E. Frisch The ScienceSco~e ~ iece  "Societies  lea^ Into 
Emeritus, Haward Center for Population and De- California stan&rds'fray,v (4 Sept, p. 14i5) in- 
velopment Studies, Harvard School o f  Public 
Health, Cambridge, MA 02138, USA correctly stated that the American Astronomi- 
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Typographical Error In the response to the letter "Populations as 
'species-in-waiting'?" (26 June, p. 2031). the 

We have identified a novel receptor-ligand names of co-authors Gretchen Dailv and 
interaction between the cytokine osteopon- Paul Ehrlich should have appeared (p. 2033) 
tin and the homing receptor CD44 through after the name of Jennifer Hughes. All are in 
studies o f  cells that stably expressed CD44 the Department of Biological Sciences at 
(Reports, 26 Jan. 1996, p. 509) (1). Recent Stanford University. 
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, Stratagene 

A fully integrated combination o f  
advanced imagingelectronics, intuitive 
software and sensitive CCD optics for 
image enhancement and analysis. 

-20" Cooled C C D  Camera  
Ideal for long-integration sensitivity 
Compact and self-contained 
Designed to run continuously with 
no maintenance 

Mini D a r k r o o m  Cab ine t  
Compact light-tight cabinet 
Saves space i n  crowded lab 
Holds any format uansillumintor 
Overhead white light 

GloScreenn UV Conversion Screen 
Phosphor sheet fluoresces under UV light 

*Al lows any transilluminator to be used 
as a white-light source 
Available i n  three sizes 

F l a t L i t C  Luminescent  P a d  
Convenient ultra-thin white-light source 
Less than I cm thick for easy storage 
For use at the benchtop or in  any 
Eagle EyeB still video system cabinet 

Circle NO. 65 on Readers' S e w i c e  Card 

www.sciencernag.org SCIENCE VOL 282 9 OCTOBER 1998 




