
More on Silicone 
Implants 
In the third such report in the 
United Kingdom in 7 years, a 
scientific panel appointed by 
the British government has 
concluded that there is no evi- 
dence that silicone-gel breast 
implants cause disease. 

The panet, headed by Uni- 
Yenity of Gtasgow rheumatol- 
ogist Roger D. Sturrock, was 
formed in response to pres- 
sure from women's groups. 
One hypothesis they exam- 
ined in detail was that leaked 
silicone could break dowwto 
silica, which might cause au- 

toimmune diseases such as 
arthritis. But examination of 
tissue slides supplied by 
pathologist Radford Shanklin 
of the University of Ten- 
nessee, Memphis, showed 
only silicone. The panel con- 
cluded that the implants 
"are not associated with any 
greater health risk than other 
surgical implants." 

Patient groups are still un- 
satisfied, claiming that the 
panel should have held public 
meetings. Laurence GerIis, a 
physician advising the Sili- 
cone Support Group UK, says 
there is still no good explana- 
tion for the fact that a small 
number of implant recipients 

First man tamed fire. Then he invented agriculture. . 
Self-shearing Sheep N o w . a R a W r o ~ o f M ~ ~ b y h a n d , h e ' s .  

createdBiodip,whictlleavesthejobtothesheep. 
Biodip is $ased on a armmon protein called epldemral grawth factor (EGF). Waived  2 decades ago 

by b i i i  SEwbqr Cohen of lb&rMt Unksity in NashviUe,Temesee, EGF s t i d  the growth 
of Mlioustypesoftissuesin animalsandcausesonetype of skptomottperSodicayr.CSlRO,theAus- 
balian research agency, ,has spent 20 patx Looking into'haw to harness K;F in the sheep hdmtiy and has 
now incorporated it into a biological substitute for 
shean.Atsbrhgtime,says Petwilsonof CSIRO's mi- 
ma1 pmdudh hi,  a sheep gets an lityWjecth of No- 
dipandisthenfittedvvithanet that catchesthe w. '. 
as it falls off, a pmces that takes about a week. 

Wilson and the company, Bioclip Pty Ltd. in New 
South Wales, say they will launch the product com- 
mercially in October and anticipate a big demand: 
The country's $3-billion-a-year wool industry pro- 
duces 70% of the wwtd's clothing wool Soon barns 
Down Under may ~IO longer ring with the sounds of 
spring shearingjnstead, thece will be 150 million 
merinos milling around in hairnets. 

Haw can you tell if an "Idaho" 
baking potato was really grown 
id that yxldly state? UnksQ 
of Idaho chemii Kim Ander- 
son has developed a way to 
identify a potato through tetl- 
tale tmce dements. 

Theldahopotatoisr?egwd 
ed as superior among tubers. So 
when the Idaho Potato Com- 
mission became concerned a 
few years ago that impostors 
m eating into the marlcet, it- 
askedAndeKanforhelp. 

Fingerprinting 
thq Potato 

Oqpik~$lemii make for 
unretiable fingepints because 
they degde over time, Ander- 
son reported last month, at 
an American Chemical Soci- 
ety meeting in Pasco, Wash- 
ington. So instead she dis- 
solved pieces of potato in 
acid and looked for copper, 
iron, zinc, nickel, cadmium, 
vanadium, and a dozen oth- 

have clearly suffered adverse 
reactions. 

MeanWhile in the United 
States, which has had a mora- 
torium on sih'cone implants 
since 1992, two more r&ports 
are forthcoming. One panel, 
headed by epidemiolodst 
Barbara Hulka of the Univer- I 
sitv of North Carolina, 1 
c<aPel Hill, is expected to I 
report in September on a 
court-ordered imrestisstion 
of alleged effects on &e im- 
mune svstem. Finallv. a oand 
of the institute of iedikine is b i b  in Jel&O 
preparing what staff director 
Roger Herdman hopes will be Scientists haw long puzzled 
th;"definitiveW word, due in over howto classify ~ d i -  
July 1999. acafans, little R oppy sea ma- 

tures that Lived about 600 
mittion years ago, because the 
only evidence they left are im- 
pressions in sandstone. 

Nawm- 
KennethkhopPofHanmrdand 
T ~ ~ o f t h e U n i v l e r z i -  
ty of M i i i  Ann Arbor, hay? 
doneadmodelingscperi- 
mentthattheybehewillhelp 
M--by 
showirrgthat at least onetype, 
t t l e ~ a w E . s h a p e d ~ ~  
maynotlvrvelivedontheseabed 
Sdam, as is generdly supposed 

Schopf and Bwmiller mod- 
eled the .1 Zan-Long ueature in 
varsoLsdenslties of Jell-O-like 
Potyrsdthensubjecteditto 
flowingwateratdint 
spe4s.A dickinxmid as dense 
as a sofrtMed worm is unsta- 
Meatanrentsfastwghto 
deposit the sands in wh i i  they 
are often presecwd, the scien- 
tists nport in the summer iaw 

> of L&h&To be stabk, it ~ l d  
er elements in the residues. have to be as dense as a floun- 
She then coinpared the der or live buried in the seabed. 
residues from 600 bjabgwm E i i  option would rule out 
potatoes to those in 609 pota- Dickimia's "comfentiond 
toes from h states ahd two consbuaion as a free-living, 
CandianpmvincesFromthii Wened~0m7,"sayskhopf. 
shededpdastatisticdmod- Soren Jenssn of Cambridge 
d that can spot the red thing Uniyrsity says modeling Mi- 
with 98% aumq. acarans in gel has "great po- 

Andemds research will be tentialN--but he still favors a 
"a valuable tool," says Potato scenario that places Dickinso- 
Commission attomey Pat Kde, nia in quiet locales w h  
for doing spot checks and in- sticky microbial mats hdped 
&gating complaints. them adhere to the seabed. 
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