
in themselves. We are not ~ersuaded that 
experimental tests should have precedence, 
and believe that if outcomes of short-term 
experimental (5, 6 )  and theoretical studies 
do not concur with patterns and processes 
observed in nature ( 1  and our report), then 
it is the experiments and theory that should 
be queried. 
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Corrections and Clarifications 

In the Perspective "Do continents part passively, 
or do they need a shove!" by R. W. Carlson 
(10 Oct., p. 240), figure 1, wi th  a caption 
reading, "Flood basalt. A 2-km-thick section 
o f  the Columbia River basalts in the Grande 
Ronde River valley o f  eastern Washington," is 
in fact a view o f  the Kiger River Gorge in the 
northern part o f  Steens Mountain in south- 
eastern Oregon. 

Letters to the Editor 

Letters may be submitted by e-mail 
(at science-letters@aaas.org), fax (202- 
789-4669), or regular mail (Science, 
1200 New York Avenue, NW, Washing- 
ton, DC 20005, USA). Letters are not 
routinely acknowledged. Full addresses, 
signatures, and daytime phone numbers 
should be included. Letters should be 
brief (300 words or less) and may be 
edited for reasons of clarity or space. 
They may appear in print and/or on the 
World Wide Web. Letter writers are not 
consulted before publication. 

Note to Readers 11 

Beginning in 1998, summaries 
of technical comments will 
appear in the printed journal; 
full text and figures will appear 
only online. 

This change will allow: 

w Free access to the full text of 
technical comments and responses 
for all Science Online readers. 

w Quicker publication of 
reviewed comments, criticisms, and 
responses. 

Linkage between reports and 
comments, which would notify 
readers that subsequent comments 
were published about a report (or 
article) in Science. 

More comprehensive figures 
and tables in the comments and 
more detailed discussion of methods 
and instrumentation. 

W Up-front coverage in summaries 
of the comments and responses, 
which will appear in "This Week in 

Sciencen in the printed journal, with 
Web addresses for the full texts. 

w Continued full citation, with 
technical comment titles and 
authors continuing to be listed in 
the printed Table of Contents, and 
authors continuing to be cited in the 
quarterly online index. 
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