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el is capable of learning a language, or of 
learning the way that human infants do. 
Their limits therefore illustrate the impor- 
tant perspectives provided to our field by 
Noam Chomsky. Chomsky's point was not 
that there is no such thing as learning; rather, 
it was that unconstrained learning mecha- 
nisms will not, by themselves, correctly learn 
just those things that every human baby learns 
(2). Our findings do not contradict this point. 
Instead, they offer the possibility of a mecha- 
nism that could turn out to be suitably pow- 
erful, but also biased and constrained, so as to 
perform a piece of the task. 
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Editorial 'Plants"? 

Now that the European green crab has 
been returned to the Arthropoda (Letters, 
25 Apr., p. 513) after its temporary 
domicile in the Mollusca (Random Sam- 
ples, 11 Apr., p. 203), can we also rescue 
Illinois' Thismia americana (Letters, 25 
Apr., p. 514) from the grass family and 
return it to the Burmanniaceae, a small 
family much more closely related to or- 
chids than to grasses? Since this This- 
mia is almost certainly extinct, its final 
resting place should be in the correct 
family plot. 
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I too was amused to find green crabs classed 
as mollusks in a recent Random Samples 
item, but concluded that the error was a 
deliberate editorial "plant" to see whether 
anyone other than molecular biologists still 
reads Science. 
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Editor's note: It appears that Science has 
many readers outside the realm of molec- 
ular biology-at last count, more than 50 
letters had been received about the "mis- 
placed" European green crabs. Botanists, 
however, have not been heard from in 
such numbers about T .  americana, which 
was misidentified by Science during edit- 
ing. 

We are grateful to all those who read 
Science so carefully and who communicate 
their concerns to us, and we apologize to 
crabs, mollusks, and Thismia enthusiasts ev- 
erywhere. 

Letters to the Editor 

Letters may be submitted by e-mail 
(at science-letters@aaas.org), fax (202- 
789-4669), or regular mail (Science, 
1200 New York Avenue, NW, Washing- 
ton, DC 20005, USA). Letters are not 
routinely acknowledged. Full addresses, 
signatures, and daytime phone numbers 
should be included. Letters should be 
brief (300 words or less) and may be 
edited for reasons of clarity or space. 
They may appear in print andlor on the 
World Wide Web. Letter writers are not 
consulted before pSblication. 
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Molecular Medicine Society, SClENCE Magazine, 

and The Lancet invite you to attend 
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June 8-1 I ,  1997 The Sheraton Grande Torrey Pines La Jolla, CA 

Mark your calendar now for June 8-11, 1997 when the Molecular 
Medicine Society, SCIENCE Magazine, and The Lancet, will provide the 
most comprehensive update on the latest developments in the mol- 
ecular understanding of common diseases presented by leading experts. 
General sessions and workshops will focus primarily on the genetics of 
Cancer. Diabetes and Cardiovascular Diseases. 

What are the newest advances in technology? 

- How has the recombinant 
DNA revolution in the last 20 
years led to a dramatic in- 
crease in the molecular 
understanding of disease? 
What are the latest findings in 
all areas of biomedical science 
on the molecular level? 

For answers to these questions, 
don't miss this exating meeting 
including poster presentations, 
industry exhibits, tours and pre- 
sentations at Scripps Research 
Institute and much more! 

For more infinnation call Global 
Trade Productions, Inc.. conference 
management at (703) 671-1400 




