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M &, impired by exciting dewfopments in the bidogid and pliyskd sciences (Random Samples. 
8 Feb., p. 1271; L. Spruch, Zom-range (Casimir) interacdons," 7 June 1996, p. 1452), odfm rhe 

verse bavd a W h  Blake's T h e  Lamb" and W k  Stewns' *l%e Snow Man," respduely. 

I "For h U f '  
(WithapdqieStoWiUiamB~) 

lamb, who made rhee? 
thou know who made thee? 
thee We and bid thee fed, 

the stream and o'er the mead; 

know who made me, 
know who made me, 
he is ealkd by my name, 

she is me and I the same. 
eateonebutsheistwo, 

ahbandeheaewe.  E 
is meek and I am mild; 

~farthtogwhmdethelaMd 
J ~ b ~  

--=ma 
LbtWiam-4 

u-p=k-, 
101 2 F d  Saeet, NW, Strite 500, 
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"The Nothiqg That Isn 
(with apologies to Waliace Stevens) 

Max and Werner once opined 
That zero had to be defined 
As slightly more than mu& 
A point a little fraught 
Wi just a modicutn d heat 
Tomakethevacuumbeat 
Like tkless jungle drums, 
A telegraph that hums 
With mesages inernpty space 
Carried by photons d w  mce 
About but aren't really ehere 
(They're virtual, I wear), 
Yet can exen a force 
A ziUionth of a horse, 
Which can be measured I expect, 
It's called the Casimir &t, 
He's the one who was the wiz 
Who mewred the nothiag that is. 

~~ WY- 
82 Valleywood Road, 
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The data are consistent with, but do not 
demonstrate, a preference for fru mutant 
males to court other males. In fact, it is 
commonly observed that wild-type male 
flies will initiate courtship behavior with 
both males and females and desist if the 
courtship object does not respond positive- 
lv. The mutant h data cannot be a basis for 
&erring that fk influences choice per se 
rather than presence of preference or the 
inability to perceive rejection. 

Alteration of the ability to choose also 
does not necessitate choice as bimodal in 
Dosophila, and to conclude that it is bimodal 
in human beiigs is premature. Many social 
scientists and behaviorists suggest that sexual 
preference in humans is best understood as 
culturally and historically contingent, rather 
than as a discrete, biological phenomenon. 
Sexual behavior is difficult to measure be- 
cause of the unreliabilitv of ~ersonal accounts. 
as well as other methdol&cal problems (3): 

It is wssible that a human eene with " 
extensive sequence similarity to Dosophila 
fru will be found. It may also have similar 
molecular functions and even be alterna- 
tively spliced to result in sex-specific prod- 
ucts. But, in light of the phylogenetic rela- 
tionship of Dosophila and Homo sapiens, it 
is unlikely that such a gene will be a gene 
for mating preference or mating behavior. 
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