
Coral Disease WoZ Sp04 in Florida Ksys a is analyzing samples 
of diseased corals. It's 

A host of new diseases has been scourges that have ap r killing coral off the Florida Keys, peared in the area in  no^ vihether clear yet, the she diseases says, 
and so far, biologists are mysti- the last few years are im @by living or- 

"white band" (which fied as to the causes. m e r i a ,  vi- 
The latest is "white pox," re- also affects branching -+~~~~e6,orfkm$-oren- 

cently described by University of coral), "yellow blotch" zteLen i s m e  sput - viro-ntal stresses 
Georgia marine ecologist James (which attacks boul- white pox dem~&&& an dkhm)~ (konlpcnra pabnafa). that make reefs more 
Porter. It attacks branching cor- der corals), and "white susceptible to passing 
als called Acropora, mainly ek -  plague" (whichcanconsume coral later, most of the coral in the pathogens. 
horn and staghom corals, mak- at the rate of a centimeter a day). area had died. Quiiolo suspects that nitrogen 
ing them blotchy and, ultimately, There's also "black band," which Porter has sent samples to and phosphates from soil runoff 
killing them. was recently traced to cyano- the Envitonmentai Protection and nutrients from sewage have 

The afflicted coral tends to be bacteria, or blue-green &ae. Agency (EPA) as part of the a big role in the new afflictions. 
concentrated in one "hot m e "  The newly identified pox first agency's reef-monitoring pro- "The Keys have over 20,000 ill* 
less than 3 krn long starting 10 shows up as mted growth: In gram. There obviously is some- gal septic 6," he says. All this 
km south of Key West, says Cmig one pat&of.feef, coral grew only t h ' i  very s e h  going on," says d h a s  helped turn the fabled 
Quirolo of a Key West group 2% riither than the expected miaobial ecologist Deborah San- "gin-clear" waters off the Keys 
called Reef Relief. Other mystery 30% one year, says Porter. A year tavyofEPA's Gulf Breeze lab, who closer to absinthe green. 

m m k m @ p d n g  
~abm-ZnPerdua 

A new, i n t e r n a u  biotech re- 
search laboratory with close ties 
to industry is being established 
in Padua, Italy. The Laboratmy 
for Advanced Biomedical Re- 
search, announced in eariy &- 
~ember, has already drawn fi- 
nancing from some 40 local busi- 
nesses, including the clothing 
company Benetton. One major 
aim is to develop new gene ther- ' 
apies for diseases. 

Emesto Carafoli, a biochemist 

at the Swiss Federal Institute of 
Techdogy in Zurich, is slated 
to became the lab's director. So 
far, about $10 billion lire ($6.5 
million) has been pledged by 
companies as well as local gov- 
emments.Thelabistobehoused 
in an old animal vaccine produc- 
tion facility that has been bought 
by Padua University and will 
open some time in 1997. 

Modeled onorganizationssuch 
as the Whitehead Institute for 
Biomedical Research at the Mas- 
sachusetts Institute ofTechmlon, 

and the Friederich Miescher Insti- 
tute in k l ,  Switzerland, the lab 
will be free of the "crippling bu- 
reaucratic limitations of public 
institutions in Italy," contends 
Carafoli. Pians are to cultivate in- 
ternational cmU&mtions with a 
pagram of joint d doctor- 
ates with fore@ institutions and 
contracts wi& foreign d r s .  
Other pians include kidney and 
prostate tumor studies with the 
U.S. National Cancer Institute 
and the University of Heidelberg. 

And one of its most pressing 

projects? To convince the contro- 
versial Benetton photographer, 
Oliviero Toscani, to incorporate 
the DNA spiral in his giant 
"United Colors" posters. 

Eum-'redroes 
European countries are produc- 
ing tovice as many pmpk with 
bachelor's degrees in the natural 
sciences and engineering than 
in the mid-197Qs, says a report 
to be released in January by the 
National Science Foundation 
(NSF) .* The reason: Many more 

papers and threw out most of the crocodiles. consortium indudes Berkele 
Anthony S. Bliss, curator of the Berkeley collec- Columbia, Yale, Princeton, 

tion, says the estimated 21,000 pieces are so fragile University of Michigan, Ann 
that few have ever been seen by the public. Now, 
with the aid of a $300,000 grant from the National L& more like this. Fragment 

Europeans are going to college. 
While the fraction of European 

college students who major in sci- 
ence is almost double what it is in 
the United States, the fraction of 
Europe's total population holding 
science degrees is much smaller. 
But that's chaqpg,  says NSFs 
Jean Jh: In 1992, the latest 
year for which data are available, 
roughly 4% of all 24-year-olds in 
Europe held university degrees in 
science or enginee-lose to 
the 4.6% figure for the U.S. The 
biggest producer of techies is W11- 
garia, where the &le pro- 
mreion is 7.5%. At the other end 
bf the spectrum are Portugal and 
Romania, at less than 2%. 

'Human Resowoes for S&me 
and Technology, the Ewopean 
Region (NSF 96-31 6). 
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