LETTERS

Company matters

The “important and original contributions to the scientific elucidation of the biology
of interleukin-1 {IL-1)"" made by “rank and file” researchers at Immunex is described
by the former head of the IL-1 project group there (below, the IL-13 molecule). A
sociologist who is “‘somewhat surprised to discover” that sociologists are said to be
“afraid of biological ideas” assesses the state of his discipline. And “A cautionary

”

tale,
research, is discussed by six writers.
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Interleukin-1 Research

Despite the allegations being made in the
Cistron vs. Immunex case (E. Marshall,
News & Comment, 30 Aug., p. 1162), and
despite the obvious irregularities of peer
review and research reporting that perme-
ate the whole matter, there remains an
undeniable fact—rank and file scientists at
Immunex made important and original con-
tributions to the scientific elucidation of
the biology of interleukin-1 (IL-1). In this
light, Lawrence Bogorad’s statement (quot-
ed by Marshall) that “Immunex employees
were stealing” is most upsetting to me and,
I am sure, to my former teammates.

From 1983 until 1986, I was head of the
IL-1 project group at Immunex. During that
time, we achieved a total purification to
homogeneity of IL-1B (1). We determined
several partial amino acid sequences from
this material in preparation for oligonucle-
otide-based cloning. Only after we had
done this work, which I believe shows that
we were truly at the forefront of IL-1 re-
search, did Steven Gillis make us aware of
the sequence in Philip Auron’s manuscript.
Should we have stopped at that point?

As it happened, we pressed on, and
although we are now accused of misappro-
priating Auron’s sequence information
(2), we nonetheless continued to make
ground-breaking discoveries about IL-1
that others, including our accusers, appear
to have missed. We discovered a second
gene for IL-1 (3) and found that IL-1a is
active in its full-length form, whereas IL-
1B must be cleaved in half before it be-
comes active. We developed high-level
production processes for both IL-1la and
IL-1B (4) and carried them forward into
preclinical testing. We identified and

an editorial about problems that can arise when industry funds university

cloned the type-I IL-1 receptor (5). Pur-

suing the activation of IL-1B (6), we dis-

covered the ICE protease that now stands

as a key member of the apoptosis-inducing

family of proteolytic enzymes. Yes, Auron

and his coworkers cloned IL-1 before we

did, but our perseverance and hard work
led to much that is of value today.

Thomas P. Hopp

4842 51st Avenue SW,

Seattle, WA 98116, USA

E-mail: tomhopp@aol.com

References

1. S. R. Kronheim et al., J. Exp. Med. 161, 490 (1985).

2. P. Auron et al., Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. U.S.A. 81,
7907 (1984).

3. C. March et al., Nature 315, 641 (1985).

4. S. R. Kronheim et al., Bio/Technology 4, 1078
(1986).

5. S. K. Dower et al., Nature 324, 266 (1986).

6. R. A. Black et al., J. Biol. Chem. 263, 9437 (1988).

[
On Sociological Biophobia

The idea that sociologists are somehow
afraid of biological ideas is indeed a “ran-
dom sample” (Random Samples, 23 Aug.,
p- 1049). It is probable that for any arbi-
trary pair of disciplines there is at least one
person in each of those disciplines who
attributes decline in his or her own disci-
pline to ignorance of the other.
Sociology, however, is probably the
most catholic of the social sciences at the
present time. It has a postmodern corner,
but it also has a rational choice corner, a
Marxist corner, an ethnographic corner, a
“grand theory” corner, a conversational
analysis corner, and so on. After all, isn’t
it one of the basic insights of modern
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Molecular Biology Assays
in a 96-Well Filter Bottom Plate

High
Throughput
For Nucleic
Acid Assays

Millipore's MultiScreen® Assay System
is ideal for nucleic acid applications.
When loaded with purification resins
such as soft gels or DEAE, the
microtiter plate performs like 96 mini
columns for simultaneously process-
ing samples. Fast and reliable, the
MultiScreen Assay System has been
proven in these applications:

* Genomic DNA dialysis

* M13 phage preps

* Hybridization in plate to produce
riboprobe

* Oligo clean-up / nucleotide
removal using resins

* Bacterial DNA prep for PCR
* DNA purification for sequencing
* YAC culture

* Reverse transcriptase assays

Call or fax for our published
reference list.

U.S. and Canada, call Technical
Services: 1-800-MILLIPORE
(645-5476);
in Jopan, call (03) 3474-9116;
in Asia, call (852) 2803-9111;
in Europe, fax: +33.88.38.91.95.
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MILLIPORE LAB CATALOG ON INTERNET:
ACCESS URL MENU AND TYPE:
http://www.millipore.com/multiscreen
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