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U.S. Eases Scientific Access to Cuba 
U.S. scientists now have greater 
opportunities for research and ex- 
change with their counterparts in 
Cuba, as part ofrecent U.S. policy 
changes that eased the economic 
embargo on this Caribbean na- 
tion. The new regulations were 
described by U.S. officials in a 
panel at the AAAS annual meet- 
ing in Baltimore this month. 

The United States has had an 
economic embargo on Cuba since 
the early 1960s. U.S. scientists 
could work there with restrictions, 
but access was tightened in 1994 
after the Cuban raft migration. 
Last October, as part of bilateral 
negotiations, President Clinton 
issued a new policy on Cuba that 
eased the economic embargo. It 
opens access to Cuba for U.S. sci- 

Recipients of AAAS awards for 
1 -were honored 1 0 February 
at the annual meeting in Batlimore. 
Thewinm w h o m p m e n t a ~  
section of the scientific and 
engineering communities, were 
selected for excellence and 
achievement in their chosen fields. 

AAAsAwardfor 
Public U-ing of 
Sclencsandtsdrnology 

Cornell University professor and 
astronomer Carl Saga received 
the award for devoting much of his 
nearly 30-year career to con-ng 
the excitement and importance of 
scientific findings to a broad public. 

AAAS PhiHp huge 
AbekonPrize 

The recipient was Willlam 0. 
gaker, retired board chairman of 
AT&T Bell Laborabries, Inc., for 
hisexceptlonalcareefin- 
science and technalogy, as well 
his efforts in awlYins science and 
techndagyto~n-&mrlneeds, 
in reforming education, and in 
promoting government-industry- 
university cocllperadion. 

Sclentltlc Freedom and 
Responsibility Awerd 

Hastings Center co-founder Daniel 
Callahan was honored for fostering 
an understanding of ethical 
challenges posed by progress in 
biomedical science, initiating 
dialogue between humanists and 

entists and ~ermits more exten- 
sive scientific cooperation between 
the two couhtries. 

In line with the changes, AAAS 
is exploring ways of strengthen- 
ing US.-Cuban scientific interac- 
tion, according to JefTStann, head 
ofthe h i a t i o n ' s  Western Hemi- 
sphere Program. He met with sci- 
entists and government officials in 
Cuba last month during a trip or- 
ganized by the Center for Marine 
Conservation (CMC), aU.S. non- 
governmental organization. CMC, 
the Smithsonian Institution, and a 
handful of other groups have been 
doing limited research in Cuba, 
mainly in biodiversity and envi- 
ronmental issues. The new U.S. 
policy should expand such work 
and open up other areas of mutual 

scientific interest, Stann said. 
AAAS can help boost US.- 

Cuban cooperation, he said, by pro- 
moting exchange between scien- 
tific societies in the two countries, 
improving access to scientific in- 
formation in Cuba, and aiding the 
distribution of much-needed sci- 
entific equipment. "Cuba has a 
strong tradition of learning and 
leadership of knowledge in Latin 
America." Stann said. "but it's 
crippled without a m '  to what's 
going on in the rest of the world" 

For information, call Stann at 
202-326-6657 or send a message 
by E-mail to: <jstann@aaas.org>. 

Upfront View of 
Downsizing and S&T 

Pmpectsforscie& and technology 
inaneraofdom~isthefocusof 
the 2lstAAAS CollOquium on Sci- 

ence and Technology Policy, sched- 
uled for 17 to 19 Apnl at the Omni 
~ H 0 t e l i n W ~ D . C  

The colloquium, which comes 
after the release of the President's 
budget but before final congmsional 
action, will provide an overview of 
the federal fundtng picture and ex- 
amine consequences for science and 
technology ( S T ) .  John H. Gib 
bons, askrant to the Resident for 
science and technology, is the key- 
note speaker. Presmtations will in- 
clude a look at new models of ST 'S  
role in the economy, conservatives' 
views of S T  issues, criteria for fed- 
eral support, and U.S. S T  policies 
in a global context. 

Registration infknation is avail- 
able at AAAS's World Wide Web 
site at <http://www.aaas.org>; by E- 
mail at <snehn&aas.org>; or by 
phone at 202-326-6600. 

Assodstlon Honors Major Contributors to Sdenas 
scientists, and establishing a forum 
for continuation of that dialogue. 

AAAS Mentor Award 
Diana Cox-Fo-, an assistant 
prolessorof-v-the 
award for outstandim accMndi 
m m  in guiding young into 
science during her 8 years at 
Pennsylvania State lJnim&y. 

AAAS mnbr Award 
f o r L i m i . ~  

Univerdty of North Carolina bidogy 
pmfmsor hwrenca lwin Gilbert 
was honored for his 35-year 
commitment to mentoring and for 
fostering diversity at his institution. 

AAAS HlHiard Rodsrlck Rbrs 
in Science, Arms Cantml, and 

--rily 
Thechairman of the Russian Duma's 
Subcommittee on International 
Security and Arms Control, Alenel 
Arbmtov, received the prize for his 
leadership, analysis, and public 
advocacy in controversial arms 
control issues, which has helped to 
adranceimport8ntinternaiional anns 
cotrol agreements. 

AAASNewcomb 
c l e v e b d ~  

Thksprhenxopb6exoelena,ofa 
paperpublishedn S&me The award 
w s s g i v e n l 3 ~ ~ ~ H d t k r ,  

P a b l d r ~ , a n d W a n # J .  
Q d w l n g d t h e U ~ o f W f w  
their rrrsearch artide YnducGon of 
~ceDpicEYesb~T=wQd - 
afthe *Genein 
whichappearedinthe24March 
1 995 issue. 

and prwnolig the of 
iad#liesmdprogemstomw 
research in atomic and nudear 
Phi= 

AAAS Science Journallorn Awards I 
These awa~&, sponsored by the H whh a &culMlon 
WhitakerF-,~ireout- under 1oo,000: AnchorElge Dai& 
standng repotting on ttm sdences, News reporter Dwg O'Warawon for 
engineering, and matheknetics. t h r e e ~ ~ n  Search ofthe First 

NolthAmeM,"31 July1994,Tha 
Nempqmm with a oirtulptian Rat Zone," 9 &15l 1395; and 'In 

ov6rl~:ThewinnerwasTey SearchofSpeaadedEiIe21 May 
khnnottoftheSeatiJe T i f o r a  1995-that ex~lored obstacles 
spedalrepwton18Oecember1994, scientistsoftenfke. 
"The Rarest T h i i  on Earth.' which 
examined the gapgapbetween &me, hgdnes: The winner in this 
poky, and krshress by foatsing on category was Alan Burdick for 
the biot- indum. 'Invasion of the Nature Snatchers," 

A special citation went to Laurie published in the 13 Nwember 1994 
Garrett of Newsdayfor two series: New York Times Magazine. It 
'AIDS in India," which was phished examined the effects that alien 
19and2ODecembert994,and 
3Ond3l h @ ~ 6 ~ 1 9 9 6 >  

specles can have on certain 
environments. 

Televlslon: Nebraska ETV 
Network's Hwhman was 
honored far producing 'Buried in 
Pish," aired 29 November 1 !@I on 
public kkvrsron's WOVA.' whi i  
traced the painstaking process of 
paleon--ry. 

Honorable mention went to 
CherylPdkrtn,Jon~,Surrn 
Wlnskw. and the Cronkite Ward & 
Co. Pdkt ion  Team for 'Under- 
standing Sex," bmadcw on The 
Learning Channel in 1964. 

Radlo: National PuMi Radio's 
Richard HPnjs won for his repon 
'Hormones in the Environment,' 
w h i i  aired 1 February 1995. 
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