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Project Seeks to Shed Light on
Human Rights Abuses in Haiti

As part of an investigation into
human rights abuses, a team of
experts assembled by AAAS will
soon begin digging for physical
evidence at two sites in Haiti that
appear to hold the remains of hu-
man victims.

The exhumations at Fort Di-
manche and Raboteau will get
underway in late summer. Mem-
bers of Argentine and Guatema-
lan forensic anthropology teams
trained by AAAS, along with rep-
resentatives of Physicians for Hu-
man Rights, will direct the efforts.

The project will aid an inde-
pendent commission set up by
Haitian President Jean-Bertrand
Aristide to investigate human
rights abuses committed in the 3
years after he was deposed in 1991.
Aristide was restored to power
last October with the backing of
U.S. military forces.

AAAS also is providing tech-
nical assistance in designing a
database management system for
documenting human rights vio-
lations. Consultant Patrick Ball
arrived in Haiti this month to
lend a hand. “Once the commis-
sion opens its doors it will be
flooded with Haitians eager to
relate abuses committed by the
de facto government,” said Daniel
Salcedo, senior program associ-
ate in the AAAS Science and
Human Rights Program. The
work will include interviews with
survivors of violent incidents, wit-
nesses, and relatives of victims.

In a recent poll conducted by
former Costa Rican president and
Nobel laureate Oscar Arias, 89%
of Haitians expressed support for
the National Commission on
Truth and Justice, and only 2%
were opposed.

Mike Levy of the International
Liaison Office for the Aristide gov-
ernment in Washington, D.C,,
said as many as 200,000 Haitians
went into internal exile follow-
ing Aristide’s ouster, and tens of
thousands left the country. There
are questions about what hap-
pened to many who disappeared.

“There's common knowledge
of bodies being dumped and ex-
ecutions of people imprisoned by
the government. But it’s a real
mystery as to where many of the
bodies were taken,” Levy said.
“Now, the Aristide government
is interested in having some ac-
countability. And there’s a desire
to do it in a scientific and impar-
tial way.”

AAAS pioneered the use of
forensic sciences for human rights
investigations in the early 1980s.
The Association also is active in
efforts by international human
rights groups to adopt consistent
record-keeping formats to aid
analysis and sharing of data.

Levy said the AAAS project
will help the Truth Commission
acquire the sound information it
needs to carry out a credible pub-

lic investigation. The exhuma-
tions, he said, “will help bring
Haitians into the process.” The
two sites were identified as appar-
ent mass graves during an explor-
atory trip to Haiti by Salcedo and
Argentine forensic analyst Luis
Fonderbrider.

“Shedding light on what hap-
pened,” Levy said, “will restore
dignity to the victims and their
families, and help the country
move on to reconciliation.”

The Truth Commission has 6
to 9 months to complete its work.
Although it lacks the power to
try people who may be implicated
in human rights abuses, Salcedo
said the findings could be turned
over to judicial authorities.

AAAS assistance was re-
quested by the Truth Commis-
sion, Haitian officials, and the
Human Rights Platform, an um-
brella group of nongovernmental
organizations in Haiti. A civilian
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Compelling evidence. Human

skulls found at Sources Puantes in
Haiti have bullet holes.

mission sponsored by the Organi-
zation of American States and
the United Nations to monitor
human rights violations in Haiti
also has endorsed the project.
Funding for the AAAS work
in Haiti is being provided by the
General Service Foundation, the
John Merck Fund, and the Joyce

Mertz-Gilmore Foundation.

Is It Misconduct?
AAAS and independent film pro-
ducer Amram Nowak and Asso-
ciates Inc. have joined forces to
help fill a need for effective au-
diovisual materials to educate sci-
entists and their students about
issues of research integrity.

Five “trigger” videos—short
dramatizations designed to stimu-
late group discussions—are being
developed. Each presents a some-
what ambiguous situation in sci-
entific research. Observers are left
to decide whether misconduct
occurred, assess the choices made,
and consider what an appropriate
response would be.

“There’s a lot of concern to-
day about scientific misconduct,
but there are many gray areas
about which people disagree on
the proper course of action,” said
Mark Frankel, director of the
AAAS Scientific Freedom, Re-
sponsibility, and Law Program.
“Consensus may not always be
achieved, but viewers should
gain some confidence that they
can make an informed decision.”
He is co-directing the project with
Al Teich, head of AAAS Sci-

ence and Policy Programs.

One script focuses on the issue
of privileged information. In the
scenario, Bruce, the protagonist,
has had a hard week in the lab.
He knows the TNF membrane
receptor he’s studying is activated,
but he’s stumped about the signal
transfer. Then, at a weekend re-
union, he stumbles onto aclue. A
former classmate now at a foun-
dation recalls similar work he read
about in a recent grant application,
and he describes the researcher’s
discovery, which hasn’t been pub-
lished yet. It’s just what Bruce
needs to get his own work back
on track, and he’s in the lab early
Monday bent on publishing soon.

Is using the information he
picked up over the weekend mis-
conduct? What should he do?

Amram Nowak and Manya
Starr, an award-winning team in
New York who have made 200
major films, are writing the scripts
and co-producing the videos, due
next spring. Each will have a dis-
cussion guide. Production is being
done at the Health Sciences Com-
munication Center of the Med-

ical College of Georgia (MCG).

The project is funded by a
$186,000 grant from the National
Institutes of Health (NIH), with
support from the Office of Re-
search Integrity and the Agricul-
tural Research Service. In 1989
NIH began requiring applicants
for training grants to demonstrate
that they provide instruction in the
principles of scientific integrity.

Advisory board member
Lowell Greenbaum, former dean
of graduate studies and vice presi-
dent of research at MCG, said
many academic institutions are
implementing research ethics pro-
grams, and there is a critical need
for good materials that address
complex issues scientists are grap-
pling with today. “Traditionally
we've relied on informal training
in research ethics, but that’s no
longer adequate,” he said. “We've
got to find better ways of com-
municating with faculty and stu-
dents about these issues, and trig-
ger plays and case studies are a
very effective approach.”

For more information, contact
Alex Fowler at AAAS. Phone:
202-326-7016. Fax: 202-289-
4950. E-mail: afowler@aaas.org
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