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Project Seeks to Shed Light on 
Human Rights Abuses in Haiti 

As part of an investigation into "There's common knowledge 
human rights abuses, a team of of bodies being dumped and ex- 
experts assembled by AAAS will ecutions of people imprisoned by 
soon begin digging for physical the government. But it's a real 
evidence at two sites in Haiti that mvsterv as to where manv of the 
appear to hold the remains of hu- 
man victims. 

The exhumations at Fort Di- 
manche and Raboteau will get 
underway in late summer. Mem- 
bers of Argentine and Guatema- 
lan forensic anthropology teams 
trained by AAAS, along with rep- 
resentatives of Physicians for Hu- 
man Rights, will direct the efforts. 

The project will aid an inde- 
pendent commission set up by 
Haitian President Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide to investigate human 
rights abuses committed in the 3 
years after he was deposed in 1991. 
Aristide was restored to power 
last October with the backing of 
U.S. military forces. 

AAAS also is providing tech- 
nical assistance in designing a 
database management system for 
documenting human rights vio- 
lations. Consultant Patrick Ball 
arrived in Haiti this month to 
lend a hand. "Once the commis- 
sion opens its doors it will be 
flooded with Haitians eager to 
relate abuses committed by the 
de facto government," said Daniel 
Salcedo, senior program associ- 
ate in the AAAS Science and 
Human Rights Program. The 
work will include interviews with 
survivors of violent incidents. wit- 
nesses, and relatives of victims. 

In a recent poll conducted by 
former Costa Rican president and 
Nobel laureate Oscar Arias, 89% 
of Haitians expressed support for 
the National Commission on 
Truth and Justice, and only 2% 
were opposed. 

Mike Levy of the International 
Liaison Office for the Aristide gov- 
ernment in Washington, D.C., 
said as many as 200,000 Haitians 
went into internal exile follow- 
ing Aristide's ouster, and tens of 
thousands left the country. There 
are questions about what hap- 
pened to many who disappeared. 

bddies 'were taken," ~ e &  said. 
'Now, the Aristide government 
is interested in having some ac- 
countability. And there's a desire 
to do it in a scientific and impar- 
tial way." 

AAAS pioneered the use of 
forensic sciences for human rights 
investigations in the early 1980s. 
The Association also is active in 
efforts bv international human 
rights groups to adopt consistent 
record-keeping formats to aid 
analysis and sharing of data. 

Levy said the AAAS project 
will help the Truth Commission 
acquire the sound information it 
needs to carry out a credible pub- 

lic investigation. The exhuma- 
tions, he said, "will help bring 
Haitians into the process." The 
two sites were identified as appar- 
ent mass graves during an explor- 
atory trip to Haiti by Salcedo and 
Argentine forensic analyst Luis 
Fonderbrider. 

"Shedding light on what hap- 
pened," Levy said, "will restore 
dignity to the victims and their 
families, and help the country 
move on to reconciliation." 

The Truth Commission has 6 
to 9 months to complete its work. 
Although it lacks the power to 
try people who may be implicated 
in human rights abuses, Salcedo 
said the findings could be turned 
over to judicial authorities. 

AAAS assistance was re- 
quested by the Truth Commis- 
sion, Haitian officials, and the 
Human Rights Platform, an um- 
brella group of nongovernmental 
organizations in Haiti. A civilian 

CoRlpei~~ng enaence. Human 
skulls found at Sources Puantes in 
Haiti have bullet holes. 

mission sponsored by the Organi- 
zation of American States and 
the United Nations to monitor 
human rights violations in Haiti 
also has endorsed the project. 

Funding for the AAAS work 
in Haiti is being provided by the 
General Service Foundation, the 
John Merck Fund, and the Joyce 
Mertz-Gilmore Foundation. 

Is It Misconduct? 
AAAS and independent film pro- 
ducer Amram Nowak and Asso- 
ciates Inc. have joined forces to 
help fill a need for effective au- 
diovisual materials to ducate sci- 
entists and their students about 
issues of research integrity. 

Five "triggern videos-short 
dramatizations designed to stimu- 
late group discussions--are being 
developed. Each presents a some- 
what ambirrnous situation in sci- 
entific &ch. Observers are left 
to decide whether misconduct 
occurred, & the choices made, 
and consider what an appropriate 
response would be. 

"There's a lot of concern to- 
day about scientific misconduct, 
but there are many gray areas 
about which people disagree on 
the proper course of action," said 
Mark Frankel, director of the 
AAAS Scientific Freedom, Re- 
sponsibility, and Law Program. 
"Consensus may not always be 
achieved, but viewers should 
gain some confidence that they 
can make an informed decision." 
He is co-directing the project with 
A1 Teich, head of AAAS Sci- 

ence and Policy Programs. 
One script focuses on the issue 

of privileged information. In the 
scenario, Bruce, the protagonist, 
has had a hard week in the lab. 
He knows the TNF membrane 
receptor he'sstudying is activated, 
but he's stumped about the signal 
transfer. Then. at a weekend re- 
union, he stumbles onto a clue. A 
former classmate now at a foun- 

The project is funded by a 
$186,000 grant from the National 
Institutes of Health (NIH), with 
support from the Office of Re- 
search Integrity and the Agricul- 
tural Research Service. In 1989 
NIH began requiring applicants 
for training grants to demonstrate 
that they provide instruction in the 
principles of scientific integrity. 

Advisorv board member 
dation recalls similar work he read 
about in a recent grant application, 
and he describes the researcher's 
discovery, which hasn't beenpub- 
lished yet. It's just what Bruce 
needs to get his own work back 
on track. and he's in the lab earlv 

Lowell ~reekbaum, former dean 
of graduate studies and vice presi- 
dent of research at MCG, said 
many academic institutions are 
implementing research ethics pro- 
grams, and there is a critical need 
for good materials that address 

 ond day bent on publishing soor;. 
Is usine the information he 

picked up Zver the weekend mis- 
conduct? What should he do? 

Amram Nowak and Manya 
Starr, an award-winning team in 
New York who have made 200 
major films, are writing the scripts 
and co-producing the videos, due 
next spring. Each will have a dis- 
cussion guide. Production is being 
done at the Health Sciences Com- 
munication Center of the Med- 
ical College of Georgia (MCG). 

complex issues scientists are grap- 
pling with today. "Traditionally 
we've relied on informal training 
in research ethics, but that's no 
longer adequate," he said. "We've 
got to find better ways of com- 
municating with faculty and stu- 
dents about these issues, and trig- 
ger plays and case studies are a 
very effective approach." 

For more information, contact 
Alex Fowler at AAAS. Phone: 
202-326-7016. Fax: 202-289- 
4950. E-mail: afowleI@aaas.org 
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AAAS 
The 1995 AAAS electlon of general and 
;ectlon offlcers will be held In Septem- 
ler. All members will receive a general 
,allot forelectlon of the president-elect, 
nembers of the Board of Directors, and 
nembers of the Committee on Noml- 
iations. Members registered In one to 
hree sectlons will receive ballots for 
3lection of chair-elect, member-at-large 
~f the Section Commtttee, and mem- 
]en of the Electorate Nomlnating Com- 
nlttee for each sectlon. 

Members enrolled in lho WbMng 
sections also will elect Gouncll del- 
agates: Atmospheric andkfydrospher- 
c Sciences; Dentistry; Educat~on; Gen- 
~ r a l  Interest In Sclence and Engi- 
leering, Information, Compubng, and 
Zornmun~cat~on; Linguistics Md LM- 
3uage Sclence; P h a r m a c e u ~  &?& 

znces; Socletal lmpactsof Scienceand 
Englneenng; and Statist- 

Candidates for all ofi&68m listed 
selow. Additional nawswmybapleced 
n nomination for any dRoe by pefMn 
submitted to the Exmatbe Offbf  no 
later than 14 Auga.  PdUom namC 
natlng candtdates for pmkhtde& 
members of the M, ot membm of 
the Comm~nee Oh marst 
b e c t r t h e ? S j S I W h l m o f a t ~  160 
mnbwsofttw-. Pg(itiom 
-0 cendidp$#, famy section 
Ddlicenwstbesrthb of at 
i e a s t 6 0 m ~ o f ~ ~ . A  
p@iltontQ~anrr(lllolienSl~ln 
~ i o r a a g d A a m r r s t b e a c -  
~ b y # m ~ ' p o u r i # c  

Df nemhrr(kn. 
%bgmphbai infomratlon on the 

kltwhg oatxWW8 wIW be endoesd 
w i t k t h o ~ ~ t o ~ t 8 I n  
Septe-. 

General Election 
Resident-Elect: Mildred S. Dres- 
selhaus, Massachusetts Institute ,of 
Technology; Warren M. WashingOon. 
Nationa1 Center for Abnoepheric Re- 
search. W#. 
Board of Din3ctofs: Mary M. Atwater, 
Univemlty of Georgia, Athens; Sheila 
Jasanoff, Cornen University; Marcia C. 
Linn, Unlvmky d CaJifwnh, Berkeley; 
S h W  M. McBay. QuaWy Education for 
~ d e s  ~ahNdtk ,  w&ngton, DC. 
Committee on Nominations: Eugenett. 
CM~-tbbb, E~Iw&, Wash.; C&W- 
i n r D i d i b n . ~ t w W o m e n i n  
wenca, WPehington, D.C.; Elma L 
QauatezURkers#yof~omkLos 
&wleI& Dmaid.N. bilw&qh Uni. 
rsrolsrofwryrPndw--I 
Mlelphl;JoRnP.k(cTague,FordMotor 

Annual Election: Preliminary Announcement 
Co., Dearborn, Mlch.; GllberIS. Omenn, 
Unlversityof Washington, Seattle; Mwy 
Lou Pardue, Massachusetts Instituteof 
Technology, Margaret W Ross~ter, 
Cornell University. 

Section Elections 
Agriculture, Food, 
and Renewable Resources 
Chair-Elect: Wllford R Gardner. Logen, 
Utah; Gary H. Helchel, University of 
Mlinols, lhbnn, 
Member-at-large offhe Secillm C W  
mittee: Margaret R. Dentine, Unlverdy 
of Wisconscn, Madison; Waldemar 
Klassen, University of Flor~da, Home- 
stead. 

Florida State University, TalMasaee. 
Mmtmf-af-Large d !he SsclEon Cam- 
Rdttee: Ad- (Jane) Huyer, Orqon 
&ate University, CcTvallls; Robert E. 
Well, UnivmWy of Maine, Orcmo. 
t%ctofate NomhtlnglA?mm&e: Su- 
aan Mmkhs, Unive* of Alaska, 
Fahbafiks;RwxnasH.uinder,(3fficeof 
Naved Resea&& Mtngton, Va.; 0. 
RrrnekPhwgl ts ,wof -  
Istarrd, Na~tagetksett; Wei-Chyung 
Wsn&stPt . tkr ivers#yof~Yo* 
ApIpny. 
Crwmcu lwegR&: Donald B. oknl ,  
Unhlway of Mlaml; Edrvard S. Sara* 
uhik, Llnivemity of WasMngbn, Seattle. 

Schod, Worn, Peter J. f'ohwhi, 
U- of Ulictri~an. Aibor: An- 
d m w l . ~ , N e W Y & ~ n i v e r s i t y .  
Council Debegate: Michael L. Bar- 
t'&, Wmr-tambert m n y ,  Mor- 
ii Ptains, N.J.; John Joseph Saok. 
UniveMy of Maryland Dental School, 
Bawnolw. 

kluwtson 
Cheh-EMk Audrey B. Chempagne, 
stateUnhrerdtyofNswYork,Mbany; 
Bassanl z. smkha&M, U n i w a y  of 
Wlmmsin, Aladlson. 
A 4 e m b e r 9 1 ~ O f t h e ~ C o m -  
mMe: Lynn W. Q&w, bwa State Uni- 
versity, A m ;  Ethel L. Schultz, Salem, 

Electorate Nornmaff@g CanrmiSee: B w  %CkllOB(C Mass. 
Eileen J. Kladlvko, Rndw Univers#y; GMr-E&& David E~psl, Stanford Uni- Ekctorate Nomk?et ingm:Ted  
Pamela G. Marrone, AgrPQuset. I&.. 
Davls, Calif., Jean L. Stetnor, W A -  
ARS, Watk~nsvtlle, Ga.; PawkJ. Wangs- 
mss. Pennsylvan~a Stass Unkersly, 
Unkasity 

Anthropobgy 
Char-Elect Melvln Ember. Human Re- 
tations Area Files, New Haven, Conn.; 
JoknH. Mom, lhhmityaf  Fkrkfa, 
Oatwesv~lle. 
Member-at- Of the SecZSon Com- 
mittee: Lynne Goldstein, UnhrSny of 
Wisconsin, Milwaukee: €make J. E. 
Szathmary. McMaster University, 
Harnllton, Ontah. - 
Ekrc(Drate N o r n m a Y r r g ~ J o h n  
Q. H. Cant. Unlversftyd Pu@e Rim, 
SaR Juan; Jonathan S. Ftie&m&, 
Natlonal Science Foundation; Clark 
Spencer Larsen, Unlverslty Of North 

Chapel HI#; M L. Weis% 
UMVQT&)', Detra#. - 

(;#rJL-Ek& Alan P. Mamcher, BoSbl 
l.trhmWdayM.-,w-l 
col- -w, WH- 
limmwl, Maw. 
mw-at-- of me seubn Cam- 
mlttee: Peter V .  Fwkal, Carnbridgs 
Research and tlwttwnent, Inc., Cant- 
bridge, Mess.; Owen Oingerich, &- 
--fa- 
icr, Cambridge, h. 
Electorate NominaMng Commiftee 
nrnothy C. Beers, M i  State Uni- 
versity. East Lansing; Plene Decnarque. 
Yale University; John E. Gaustad, 
EWwUmm College; Heidi 8. Hammei, 
Massachusetts InstiMe ofTechno(ogy. 

A-aHydmgpheric 
Sdences 
C ~ E k & E . h ~ T ~ ,  
he., Mdaen, Va.; JBRee J. Omkn, 

versity;~rences~.J&ea.FloridaState 
univs*, Tauahansee. 
A 4 8 m b t w t ~ ~ i h e S e c l i o n C o m  
mmee: Sylvia A. Earle, Deep Ocean 
lExpbfaon and -, -8 

W.; Jehn PosWhwdW, Univereity of 
Oregon,-. 
Eleclomte Nominating Committee: 
Ra&d D. F i ,  Mt. Iblyoke Co#sge, 
sou lh~, - ,KeHyP.Sbeele ,  
ApPBkaa~ w, -, 
N.C,;JoseV.Tom#r,UnhrersWyofCeli- 
fomia, Davis; WNUam W a k h ,  Unkrar- 
S i t Y o f ~ C M c a g o .  - 
Chair-EW Edward M. Amett. Duke 
Univecsity;AIenJ.Berd,Uniiof 
Texas, Aw$R. ~~ of me &&n Corn- 
~:PauiDanrd,UniversHyotP#ts- 
bwgh; Jmsph J. Ga@ski, Indiana 
Univ-w, Woornington. 
Eldotorafe Uomkting Committee: 
Lany R. Fau#cner, UnhroWly of Illlnafs, 
Cbmwaim Cyrdhia Anne Maryonoff, 
R. W. Johson - Re- 
mardl IneDiMe, Spring House, Penn.; 
FWwdLSckaren,UniversitydKen- 

m-m 
Chair-Eled: Barbara 0. Boyan, Univer- 
S i t y o f T e r a s ~ S d e n c e ~ ,  
Sen Antonio; Aobert J. Oenco, Stale 
University of New Ywk, EuWo. 
Member-&-Large of tll. Sdkw Corn- 
mittee:R.BtuceM,HanterdSchod 
of Dental bhedicb, Baston; Roy s. 
FeWmm, VA Medicel Center, Phb- 

m, HWG School of Don- 
t$try. Mar; Sandy C. Ma* &.. Uni- 
WWity of Massachusetts Medlcal 

Lowshinsky, Mkhigm State Unlver- 
sity, East Lansing; Vincent N. Lunetta, 
Psnnsybenia St& University, Univer- 
sity Park; ShMey M. Malcom, MAS; 
Robert F. Wetson, Nf&ional science 
Foundation. 
Councjt Delegare: Ronald D. Ander- 
son, Uniw of Co&rade, BwkJer; 
RodoerW.~,BiologicslSciences 
Cuniarhmr study, ,Cdorado springs. 

Wm-tine 
Cheir-Eki: J. Ray Bowen, University 
of WasMngtbn, Seatlle: nngp U, AT&T 
Be# Laboratories, Hohndel, N.J. 
hfember-at-iage of the Secilon Corn- 
*: Alice M. Agogino, University of 
California, Berkeley; Jerrier A. Heddad, 
B M i f f  Manor, N.Y. 
Electorate Nominating Committee: 
uOnelV.Bdduuin.Netia\elTednolog 
ical Univemily, Ft Wins, Cdo.; De- 
lores M. Eiter, Univers#y ot Cdoroclo, 
8oulder; Robert M. Nsrcwn, Georgta In- 
stitute Qf Technology, mlvin 
C. Teich, CdunBia Unkersily. 

Cknsnlmmstin&knca 
d E n g l # . r ( n g  
Chair-Ekf: James M. McCullwgh, 
Natknal Sdenoe Foundation; DeviB R. 
S h l a r t , ~ M t r s e u m o f H i a  
tory, -, and feshndrogy. 
wtnfw-at-LegeoftheSecZknCanr- 
miidee:mrteCehelsky,NationalSd- 
ence Foundation; Doh M. Roy. P w -  
syhranh slate University, Universlly 
Park 
Ehrctmte Nomlnating Gommmee: 
S b i h  0. D M ,  National Research 
Council; Sharan M. Firedman, Lehiph 
Unlvedly, Bethlehem, Penn.; D. Karl 
Laniktmrn, Cdumhus. Ohio; Chertes 
F. Lytle, North Carolina State Unhrer- 
w, Raieigh. 
Cwnctl D;eEegete: Don M. Jordan, Uni- 
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Rk b w t M ~  d T-, W h d  P. UWOM% Char(es G. Gross. Prinoa 
~ , U n k w I Y Y d ~ $ r r  mUnhre*;JohnJonkba.U~ 

slty of ~i&n. Ann Arbor. David 
Krentz, CokunMa Unbemily. 

-, -e, 

cbahEb&Qerard m u ,  Univemny 
€&efwaM $#mhwb@ ?%m@,in88: of Catifomla. Bedcebey; Teresa A. 
A h d  4. RkWul (a4neral Univlersity of T-, Austin. 
WqW&W$elW.Daa,Y&&Wver- ~ 9 t ~ o f I h e S e c l r k r C u m -  
aitr,drurtlaM&km%mm&d @mae:~dwaruO. ~aumann. Unhrer- 
~ T ~ ~ I . ~ ,  6ityafehicago; Chark F. Manski, Uni- 
~ R # d i l w t & d ~ ~ s d l k ,  ~ o f w l s m d n , M a d l # n .  
4mmCtkMb Electorate Nominating Committee: 

Lowell L. HaQms, Ohio State U n k -  
P h - W - w @ m  a Gohmbus; Nan E. Johnson, Mloni- 
tcMWwt-6.~- p B t a w U n h r e r s i t 3 h E a s t ~  
& t y M m k W & ~ f C e n B s r ,  & w J F W B . W ~ M E M W  
amam I. mm~ ma ~ n ~ ~ h i b c  QI m m . w w ~ w . m m  
Arimm Twear. Widnd-OQin& 
~ ~ t r f b r o s e d k n a p m -  
~ b n m B . ~ ~ m J i ? u %  
Lurrp.ard-4smmit&- 
* : i C I # r i l t , 2 ! m a m 4 ~  

*erunr,-#atlwdw Q u B m ~ ,  'Oagde. 
W, N.Y.; W J. M W # W H + L ~  of #18 S m t b n  

Rlncrtm-wa.HIlsOa ~ J w C . ~ # L . ~  
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