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Nature Supplies Lens this group is surveying only those there is a lot of gas-which means Pan-European Drug, 
For Astronomers clusters that have been discov- a cluster is particularly dense. Environment Agenaes 

The gravity of a massive object ered through their x-ray emis- The results vindicate this After months of acrimonious de- 
can bend the path of light com- sion. The x-rays come from hot novel approach: Gravitational bate over the Maastricht Treaty 
ing from more distant objects, a gas between galaxies in a cluster, lensing occurs in at least a quarter on European monetary and po- 
phenomenon that has allowed and they are emitted only when of their sample of 41 clusters. liticalunion, the leaders of the 12 
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cubic meters per person per year; 'scarcity" (red) is fewer than 500. By 
2000, countries in Africa and the M i l e  East will be especially hard hit. 
Ironically, the African Academy of Sciences declined to sign an 
unprecedented joint statement on world population growth that was 
signed by 56 science academies in New Delhi last month. 
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By 2025, the number ofpeople living in water-short countries will 
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E ically alter the DNA of both tu- 

/ mor cells and normal cells, appar- 
its sessions in Strasbourg, rather ently triggering new cancers. 

',. than moving full-time to Brus- ile the benefits to patients 
sels. Having finally obtained that may outweigh these risks, the 

. . pledge, France has agreed that possible danger ts nurses rang an 
the EL4 can apen its doors. alann bell for epidemiologist 

Jeanne Hewitt, an assistant pro- 
urn S&M~CS not SawJ fessor at the University of Wis- 

Sm-Fllrds consin at Milwaukee'& School of 
- lf someone told you the vivid Nursing and a former oncology 
: story of their abduction by aliens, nurse. To assess the risk to nurses, 

at the very les t  you'd &ink &ey Hewitt dusted OR some old Am- 
had an overactive imagination- erican Cancer Society data (col- 
and most reseatch would back lected between 1959 a i~d  1973) 
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you up. Many studies have shown on 13,500 female nurses. After 
that individuals who claim to controlling for cancer risks such 
have encountered flying saucers as smoking and alcohol use, the 
or ematemtrials are substan- researchers found no difference 
tially more fantasy prone--and between the overall cancer races 
likely to believe those fantasies of the nurses and an age-matched 
-thsn average and possibly more control group of 31,900 female 

' ; easily hygmcatieed, since so many teachers. 
- UFO reporters k t  "remember" But Hewitt knew that 88% of 

the experience under hypnosis. the Oncology Nursing Society's 
' But in the 1 November issue of members were under age 50, so 
-. t h e J ~ o f A b n o n n a l P ~ h o L  she zeroed in on the under80 
. ogy, psyckolqist Nicholas Span- cohort in the group on the as- 

0s and his cotieagues at Carleron sumption that many would have 
University in Ormwa suggest been e x p o d  to the drugs. This 
that people who see UFOs are approach was more fruithrl: 
just as down to emla as the rest Younger nuxses (age 30 to 491, 
of us. The Carleton group w e d  about 60% of the total, were nine 
49 people who claimed to have times as lilrely to develop leuke- 
scen UFOs and 121 who hahlt.  mia as young tea&ers.' (More 
All u n h m t  teats to meamre n m  than teachers also devel- 
IQ, mental stability, fantasy oped bladder cancer, but there 
proneness, hypnotizability, and were too few cases for this find- 
their belief in &e paranod. ing to be of significance.) 
Almost all were white-collar Hewis attributes the in- 
workers with at least some ml- creased cancers to anticancer 
lege education, says Spanos. dnrcrs, whidh she says nurses may 

As a group, the UFO sighters . +. ," . --. . - - , u-'a i& ,- z , < .  , , .. ' ,. , ,. ,- be to ei&er through in- 
& , ?, *$ > < - - $ .. > :;: A>* ,% ,'~ - - 7 were no less intelligent or men- I,. .I I:+,-: w "-a>:- hafw powderized preparations 

tally stable than those who had ries get distort& by wishes and .c : ~ ~ ~ ~ d - b h d  ar by touching medkation di- 
never seen a UFO, and they were thoughts," she says. %is is just * 

' Leukemia luted for injection into patients. 
no more fantasy-prone or easily a little more extreme." Not only do oncology nurses The next step, Hewitt sap, 
hypnotized. Indeed, the only area The M e t o n  group does not have a t o q h  job, giving both will be to conduct a prospective 
whete they differed was that they suggest that UFO reports s h d d  medical d emotional support mdy of cancer rates in onco1ogy 
believed in the existence of now be accepted at face value- to cancer patients, but they may nurses with the aid of improved 
UFOs. And, the UFO sighters in fact they initiated their study have a dangerous one as well: An measures of nurses' exposure to 
a c d y  s c c d  lower on the. fan- to pinpoint the mechanism that epidemiological mdy suggests anticancer drugs. Hewitt pre- 
tasy proneness test than the 0th- leads peopk to experience such that young nurses have a $1~- sented her preliminary findings 
ers, This makes setwe to aiza- false memories. Spanos had ex- utarly high risk for devabping lsst week in Baltimore at a con- 
beth kftw a ppycho143&t who , 'pa;cted that i n d  fantasy leukemia. ference called "Women1$ W t h :  
stud& false mematics at the p'on&xss and hypnotizability For years physicians hawe Occupation and Cancer." A 
University of: Wa$h&ton in'%- would be tbat mp&misrnI but h o r n  that cancer patients who team led by epidemiologist Else- 
aatle, a d  believes'that those having a t  doubt on & theory, und:ego chemotbaqy &en beth Lynge of the Danish Cancer 
who s p o r t  seeing UFOs probib- he hapes to search for other pas: develop new caners, specially Society reported similar findings, 
ly just experience the same man- sibiitks with a kger group of leukemia Many anticancer drugs, in a d l o r  abject population, 
a-y d i ~ ~ n i o n s  we all do. "Memo- EZFB sighters. s d a s  cpwosphamide, chem- last December., ,5;:7i +.:,:' 
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nudge the 3 billion mark, up from 335 million in 1990, according 
to a new report from Population Action International (PAI). 
Since snow and rainfall are relativelv constant. renewable water 
is essentially finite. Many countries are drawing down groundwa- 
ter suppliesand new water sources, such as from icebergs or 
desalination, are too costly to offer a solution, according to the 
report. Some governments are only dimly aware of what's hap- 
pening, said PAI's Joseph Speidel at a press conference last week, 
and they "are not distinguishing between renewable and nonre- 
newable water in their longterm planning.'' In Israel, high on 
the list of water-scarce nations, there is talk of phasing down 
agriculture and raising food imports to make enough water avail- 
able for urban residents. 

So far, efforts to improve water supplies are being nullified by 
population growth, said California-based water consultant Peter 
Gleick. During the 1980s, declared by the United Nations to be 
the Decade for Clean Drinking Water, 750 million people with- 
out sanitation services got such services. But during that time, 
750 million new people were added to the planet. 




