
Jicote human portrait head from the archeolog- 
ical subarea of Mesoamerica known as Na- 
coya, around A.D. 1350. In this period (Middle 
Polychrome) "a basic shift in socioreligious 
patterning and behavior is reflected in the tran- 
sition from individualisticlrealistic portrayals to 
more highly abstractedlstandardized renditions 
of human portrait heads" such as is shown 
here. [From F. W. Lange's chapter in Wealth 
and Hierarchy in the Intermediate Area] 

the archeology of Central America men- 
tioned frequently in the text. The earlier 
conference established common time and 
space dimensions and research concerns 
across what is now called the Intermediate 
Area. The present volume exhibits a leap 
forward in data collection and a move away 
from traditional models of migration and 
difision. This more independent approach 
to assessing ancient society must be seen as 
one result of Lange's indefatigable organizing 
skills, which he has used to improve com- 
munication among archeologists with similar 
interests. This has resulted in the present 
inclusive work, with contributors represent- 
ing virtually all North American research 
projects under way in the Intermediate Area 
today. A future goal must be to integrate the 
growing contributions of Central and South 
American researchers and institutions more 
fully into the burgeoning sphere of scholarly 
communication so well represented by this 
book. 

Winifred Creamer 
Department of Anthropology, 
Northern Illinois University, 

DeKalb, IL 601 15 
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