THE WORLD’S FIRST

DIGITAL
DNA SYNTHESIZER.

Everything you need is on

the end of your hand! Just type
your sequence on an ordinary
piece of paper, put it in the fax
machine and dial. Instant
OligoFax." In less than 48 hours
(guaranteed) your oligo will be
on its way, ready for research.
Special Offer! Free cartridge
purification on your first order.

In North America, call

(800) 2345-DNA

GENO§YS

Genosys Biotechnologies, Inc. The Woodlands, TX 77381-4241
Phone: (713) 363-3693 Fax: (713) 363-2212
In U.K., France, Germany & Eire: Genosys Biotechnologies, Inc
Phone: (+44) 223 425622 Fox: (+44) 223 425966
In Other W. European Countries: MedProbe A.S. (Oslo, Norway) Phone

(+47) 220 01 37 Fox: (+47) 2 20 01 89

In Japan: Kurabo Industries Ltd., Biomedical Dept. (Osaka, Japan)
Phone: 0720-20-4504 Fax: 0720-21-9641
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PURIFY MORE
SYNTHETIC
DNA WITH

PRP-1 & PRP-3

HPLC
COLUMNS
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1 FAILURE SEQUENCES
2 5’ DMT 8mer

\_

—_
5 10 15
MINUTES

HIGHER CAPACITY
THESE COLUMNS PURIFY
MORE DNA PER RUN
THAN ANY OTHER
REVERSED PHASE HPLC
COLUMN.

GOOD VERSATILITY
PURIFY YOUR CHOICE
OF DIMETHYLTRITYL-
ATED, BIOTINYLATED,
OR FLUORESCEIN
LABELED DNA

BETTER RECOVERY
WITH PRP-1 & PRP-3
POLYMERIC COLUMNS
YOU RECOVER 95% OR
MORE OF YOUR DNA.
OTHER COLUMNS ONLY
LET YOU RECOVER 50-
80%.

FOR MORE INFOR-
MATION ABOUT DNA
PURIFICATION, CALL
(800) 648-5950 OR CIRCLE
THE READER SERVICE
CARD.

See us at PITTCON,
Booth 4301.

HAMILLTON

THE MEASURE OF EXCELLENCE.

HAMILTON COMPANY
P.O. BOX 10030
RENO, NEVADA 89520-0012
800-648-5950 OR 702-786-7077
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function, the embryo produces an inflores-

cence meristem instead of a vegetative mer-

istem. If this hypothesis is shown to be

correct, then emf can be considered to be a
homoeotic mutation.

Z. Renee Sung

Department of Plant Biology,

University of California,

111 Genetics and Plant Biology Building,

Berkeley, CA 94720
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Splicer RNAs

In my 14 August Perspective “Splicing
takes a Holliday” (p. 888), I inadvertently
omitted reference to two highly relevant
1979 papers by Vincent Murray and Robin
Holliday (I). These hypothesized—with
prescient foresight—that small RNAs
termed “splicer RNAs” [perhaps small nu-
clear RNAs (snRNAs)] might hybridize to
intron sequences, to exon sequences, Or to
both intron and exon sequences at the 5’
and 3’ splice sites, bringing them together
into a structure reminiscent of DNA re-
combination intermediates. In my Per-
spective, I summarized recent evidence
that in the spliceosome, two such “splicer
RNAs"” are involved and that their iden-
tities are the Ul and U5 snRNAs. These
snRNAs contribute to splice site identifi-
cation and juxtaposition early in the splic-
ing pathway; they do not appear to remain
in the Holliday configuration at the time
when intron cleavage and exon ligation
occur (2). Moreover, current evidence
supports a role for specific proteins, but
not for specific snRNAs, in alternative
splicing.

References to the original proposals of
Holliday and Murray should most certain-
ly have been included in my Perspective,
and [ apologize for their absence. Because
of space constraints, I also omitted refer-
ence to two other specific proposals of
Holliday-like RNA structures or exon
bridging models for the action of snRNAs
in splicing (3).

Joan A. Steitz

Department of Molecular Biophysics
and Biochemistry,

Howard Hughes Medical Institute,
Yale University School of Medicine,
New Haven, CT 06536-0812
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