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Canadian Research 
Council Won't Appeal 

A n  Indian-born physicist has 
blackened the eye of Canada's 
NationalResearch Council (NRC) 
by winning a case of racial dis- 
crimination that he brought be- 
fore the country's Human Rights 
Commission5 years ago. The NRC 
has decided not to appeal the 21 
August ruling by the commission's 
three-person tribunal. 

The NRC has agreed to a vari- 
ety of acts of restitution, includ- 
ing a public apology to the scien- 
tist, Chander P. Grover. It has 
appointed him to a management 
position and awarded him $5,000 
for hurt feelings. It has been or- 
dered to pay Grover's legal fees, 
which could top $70,000. 

Furthermore. in a first for the 
Human ~i~hts 'commiss ion,  the 
tribunal has recommended that 
evidence be turned over to the 
attorney general for criminalpros- 
ecution of several NRC employ- 
ees under the Canadian Human 
Rights Act. 

Grover, 50, came to Canada in 
1978andioinedtheNRC in 1981. 
He started having problems with 
the management after the death of 
his supervisor, world-renowned op 
tics expert Gunter Wyszecki. Gro- 
ver first lodged acomplaint in 1987 
alleging discrimination on the ba- 
sis of his race. color. and national 
origin, after he was passed over 
for promotion and then deprived 
of responsibilities and laboratory 
space. A t  the time, none of the 
approximately 43 key manage- 
ment jobs at NRC was held by a 
member of a "visible minority." 

According to the ruling by the 
human rights tribunal, the actions 
of Grover's supervisors were "de- 
liberate and calculated to demean 
his career status." The ruling de- 
picts NRC management as unre- 
liable and evasive, and says it at- 
tempted to coerce witnesses. It 
portrays some NRC witnesses as 
delivering evidence that was "in 
many instances vague, contradic- 
tory, and lacking in detail." 

Nevertheless, Grover is still un- 
happy, claiming that the NRC is 
attempting to evade the thrust of 
the tribunal's ruling. Both apolo- 

gies fail to acknowledge discrimi- 
nation, he says, complaining that 
the mea culpas only cite budget re- 
strictions, organizational restruc- 
turing, and shifts in research prior- 
ities. Furthermore, Grover down- 
plays his appointment as head of a 
new research team, saying it is 
only a "make-work group" whose 
budget is a rejuggling of existing 
salaries. And he says the NRC is 
also continuing petty acts of dis- 
crimination. Why not quit? "I 
cannot give up the fight," he says. 

GAO Shoots Down 
Army on Patriot 

It has taken 19 months for the 
smoke to clear, but a new analysis 
by the General Accounting Of- 
fice (GAO) indicates that critics 
were right on target when they 
took aim at the purported prow- 
ess of Patriot missiles during the 
Persian Gulf war. 

The hyping of the Patriot be- 
gan during the conflict when the 
media reported official Admin- 
istration statements to the effect 

behavior made them very diffi- 
cult to target. 

The Defense Department isn't 
buying GAO's conclusions. It says 
the report is based on "the opin- 
ion of one auditor, supervised by 
three others." whereas the Armv's 
analysis was produced by 27 tech- 
nical experts and a "jury" of nine 
judges. But the Pentagon grasps 
at one positive aspect of the new 
study, saying it "repudiates critics 
who claim no evidence exists to 
support a single successful Patriot 
engagement during the Gulf war." 
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