true, but the picture will begin to change
as a series of Spacelab missions fly in the
1990s. However, there is a limit to the
kinds of experiments that can be conduct-
ed during short missions. Space Station
Freedom will provide a substantial boost in
research capability that will build on the
results obtained from these precursor
Spacelab missions. Another goal of the
Space Station Freedom program is to en-
sure that investigators can rapidly pass
through the system. There is no question
that the current time from concept to
flight is too long.

Two of the prime design drivers for
Space Station Freedom are prolonged expo-
sure to microgravity and a continuous hu-
man presence—capabilities that are needed
to expand microgravity and life science
research; capabilities which can only be
provided aboard a permanent space-based
research facility.

Robert W. Phillips

Chief Scientist,

Space Station Freedom,

Office of Space Systems Development,
National Aeronautics and

Space Administration,

Washington, DC 20546
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Landsats Old and New

The 14 August ScienceScope item “Land-
sat to get a new home” (p. 867) paints a
rosy picture of the Landsat program and its
“new home.” What is not mentioned is
that the Landsats so far defined to contin-
ue the program are nothing but clones of
previous Landsats and represent 25-year-
old technology. In the meantime, other
countries, particularly France and Japan,
have built or are building Earth-sensing
satellites with performances that greatly
exceed those of current (and planned)
Landsats. It is hoped that Congress and
the Administration will see the wisdom of
bringing our Earth-sensing program into
the 1990s before we find ourselves com-
pletely out-of-date.
Alden P. Colvocoresses*
3316 Rocky Mount Road,
Fairfax, VA 22031

*Past President, American Society for Photogramme-
try and Remote Sensing

Corrections and Clarifications

Figure 3 on page 253 of the report “Block of Ca?* wave and Ca?* oscillation by antibody to the
inositol 1,4,5-trisphosphate receptor in fertilized hamster eggs” by Si. Miyazaki et al. (10 July, p.
251) was printed so that the sperm drawn on the computer display were not visible. Also, the scale
bar for (F), which was 50 wm, was not clear. The correct figure is reproduced below.
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