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AAUP's Role 

The slug ("San Diego State faces the 
tenure police") heading the item in the 3 1 
July Sciencescope (p. 603) is in such bad 
taste as to be appalling. If the writer had 
been on the San Diego faculty, I dare say 
helshe would have regarded it as entirely 
appropriate that the American Associa- 
tion of University Professors (AAUP) 
should conduct an investigation to decide 
whether the university Lad no choice 
about laying off faculty and had acted 
fairly in deciding who was to be dropped. 
It would be unseemly to prejudge the 
matter. but universitv administrators at 
other sites have been known to protect 
their prerogatives at the expense of faculty 
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and to use "downsizing" as an opportunity 
to cut opponents down to size. 

If the American Chemical Society, the 
American Physical Society, and the Feder- 
atlon of American Societies for Ex~enmen- 




