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1991, when a broken pipe at 
Chalk River stopped isotope pro- 
duction for 6 days. 

With such close calls in mind, 
DOE officials have made plans to 
start isotope production next 
spring at Los Alamos National 
Laboratory. But Donald Erb, who 
heads DOE'S new effort, is labor- 
ing under an Administration "pri- 
vatization" mandate that reauires 
the program to paY for itself.-?hat I nosac t  is rather bleak: The iso- - 
tope project has already spent $16 
million of "capitalization" fund- 
ing that Congress awarded 2 years 
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Down In tha valley. The Chalk River Nuclear Laboratory is the sole 
supplier of important medical radioisotopes for all of Notth America. 

the U.S. Treasury. Erb expects to 
meet the promised startup in 
April, but only by borrowing an- 

US. Faces Uncertain problems led Hoffmann-LaRoche other $1.5 million. 
Medical Isotope Supply to close its upstate New York iso- RepmentativeMieSynar(D- 
A barely averted Canadian labor tope reactor in January 1990, U.S. OK), who has been lobbying for a 
strike that threatened to cut off hospitals and researchers have bailout, says if it were possible for a 
the flow of radiopharmaceuticals been dependent on isotopes pro- DOEprograrntogo broke, this one 
to U.S. medical researchers last duced at the Chalk River reactor would be "on the verge of bank- 
week has Department of Energy in Ontario, Canada. Such depen- ruptcy." He argues that the 
(DOE) officials scrambling to de- dence has a price: If the reactor's privatization experiment isn't 
velop a new domestic source for workers had walked out on 21 working--partly because the U.S. 
medical isotopes. But DOE'S ef- July as threatened, doctors would program faces competition from 
forts so far have been hamstrung havedep1etedU.S. stocksofshort- subsidid foreign supplie-and 
by a requirement from the White lived isotopes such as technetium- he would therefore l i e  to return 
House that any new isotope sup- 99 (used in bone, lung, and kid- to the former arrangement under 
ply program pay its own way. ney scans) in just a few days. A which DOE h c e d  isotope pro- 

Ever since environmental similar scare occurred in January duction as a public service. 

San Diego State Faces 
the Tenure Police 

As a result of a recent decision to 
lay off 193 tenured and tenure- 
track faculty-inclding the en- 
tire anthropology department and 
more than half of the chemistry 
department (Science, 26 June, 
p. 1757 )San  Diego State Uni- 
versity can now expect a visit from 
the "tenure police." 

Last week, the American As- 
sociation of University Professors 
(AAUP) announced that it will 
investigate the layoffs to deter- 
mine whether they were truly 
necessary and whether the uni- 
versity acted fairly in deciding 
which faculty members to fire. 
"Retrenchment can provide an 
easy road to get rid of the un- 
wanted," says an AAUP official. 

If AAUP finds fault with the 
university, it could issue a formal 
censure--a move that would lead 
some academicsocieties to flag San 
Diego State in their job listings. 
But the university has little to worry 
about in the natural sciences: A 
spot-check by Science found that 
neither the American Chemical 
Society, the American Physical S 
ciety, nor the Federation of Ameri- 
can Societies for Experimental Bi- 
ology check job listings against the 
AAuP's censure lit. 
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