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Response: The views of both critics and 
supporters of the European Community 
yeast sequencing program were reported in 
my article. Some critics spoke angrily of the 
frustration of hearing about the yeast work 
at conferences over a period of years with- 
out being able to gain access to the full 
data; others said data had come slowly from 
the yeast program compared to the Cae- 
norhabditis elegans program. Among sup- 
porters, a common view was that sequenc- 
ing was "not a lower form of life" and that 
scientists had no right to expect sequence 
data to appear earlier than any other form 
of data. 

Both viewpoints needed to be reported, 
as no eeneral consensus exists in the scien- - 
tific community as to the right time to 
release sequence data. Journals differ in 
publication policy, and scientists can tell of 
publicly funded projects being held up by 
squabbles over when sequences must be- 
come available to all. Some scientists would 
even like data to be available before they 
have been thoroughly checked. The article 
did not suggest that the three authors 
"withheld data"; rather, it reported that a 
number of scientists (but not all) felt that 
the data should have'been made available 
faster.-Alun Anderson 

Alun Anderson, in his article about Euro- 
pean molecular biology (Science in Europe, 
24 Apr., p. 460), cites John Tooze on the 
European Community's policy on research 
students as saying that "It's better to have 
no graduate students than foreign ones." - - 
The context implies that this is not the 
policy of the Medical Research Council 
(MRC) Laboratory of Molecular Biology at 
Cambridge. This implication is wrong. 

We have always actively encouraged the 
best students to come here, regardless of 
their country of origin. Indeed, at present 
approximately half of our 50 graduate stu- 
dents are from abroad. Of those in this 
category who gained their Ph.D.'s here in 
previous years, a significant number have 
made substantial contributions to research. 
These include Spyros Artavanis (now at 

Yale), Elizabeth Blackburn (University of 
California, San Francisco), Suzanne Cory 
(Melbourne), Douglas Melton (Yale), Ger- 
ald Rubin (University of California, Berke- 
ley), Paul Sigler (Yale), and Gary Struhl 
(Columbia). 

We will continue to welcome applica- 
tions from prospective students from any 
country. The effective stipends of graduate 
students here are now $1100 per month, 
rather than the figure quoted by Anderson. 

Andrew A. Trawers 
Director of Studies, 

MRC Laboratory of Molecular Biology, 
Cambridge CB2 ZQH, United Kingdom 

Response: The quote from John Tooze was 
intended to illustrate the effects of the 
European Community (EC) decision that 
makes it difficult for research students from 
one EC country to receive grants in anoth- 
er. It should most certainly not be read as a 
comment on the policy of the Laboratory of 
Molecular Biology.-Alun Anderson 

NIH Leaks 

Regarding the 8 May item "FBI drops OSI 
leak probe" (Random Samples, 8 May, p. 
741), I would like to correct two errors. 
First, it is stated that "National Institutes of 
Health Director Bernadine Healy asked the 
FBI to probe leaks . . . ." In fact, Healy 
referred the information brought to her 
attention by a concerned citizen to the 
Office of the Inspector General of the De- 
partment of Health and Human Services. 
The Inspector General, on the basis of the 
information, contacted the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI). 

Second, Healy did not ask the FBI to 
investigate leaks, nor did the U.S. Attor- 
ney's Office state in a letter that she was 
concerned about leaks; in fact, the letter 
commended Healy for taking appropriate 
action as head of the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH). The U.S. Attorney Richard 
Bennett, in his 20 April letter, states, "You 
acted with the best interests of the NIH at 
heart." 

Johanna Schneider 
Ofice of the Director, Media Relations, 

National Institutes of Health, 
Bethesda, MD 20892 

Fear of Butterflies 

As a lepidopterist and a pedant, I was 
wounded by seeing the ineptly formed ne- 
ologism "lepidophobia" in your pages (Ran- 
dom Samples, "New words from the wise," 
1 May, p. 61 1). As formed, it means not 
"fear of butterflies" (as reported), but "fear 
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of scales." "Lepidopterophobia" would be 
correctly formed, but it would include the 
fear of moths, which make up most of the 
Lepidoptera. (Millions of people in the 
New World tropics are indeed afraid of the 
large moth Ascalapha odorata, but that's 
another story.) "Rhopalocerophobia," from 
the old name applied to butterflies as a 
suborder, is clumsy and taxonomically out- 
of-date. Its meaning is not immediately 
obvious, since it is derived from Greek 
words meaning "club" and "horn" (refer- 
ring to the clubbed antennae of butterflies). 

There are two euphonious and straight- 
forward candidates. "Papiliophobia" derives 
from the Latin word amlied to butterflies in . . 
general. Some purists might object that 
because the genus Papilio is now restricted 
to certain swallowtails, "papiliophobia" 
might be read as "fear of swallowtails." 
Such folks might prefer "mariposiphobia," 
from the Spanish mariposa, meaning butter- 
flv. Some. however. will obiect to all such 
coinages; they no doubt suffer from "neol- 
ogophobia." 

Arthur M. Shapiro 
Center for Population Biology, 

University of California, 
Davis, C A  956 1 6 

Math Teaching, K-12: 
Relevant Expertise 

Norman Hackerman's editorial "Scientific 
education: Who needs it?" (10 Apr., p. 
157) speaks of "stirrings" [in efforts to in- 
terest nonscience majors in nature's phe- 
nomena] and states that "A notable one is 
the September 1991 report of the Carnegie 
Commission, 'The Federal Government in 
the Reform of K-12 Math and Science.' " 

There mav be a auestion as to how best 
to stir. The carneg;e report observed that 
the federal government's involvement 
would be through both the Department of 
Education and the National Science Foun- 
dation and proposed that the cooperation 
between these agencies be mediated by a 
"joint office" with an advisory panel; but 
there was no explanation of how this bu- 
reaucratic device could be made to func- 
tion. 

The panel that prepared the Carnegie 
report included many prominent persons 
but no classroom teachers. There were also 
no mathematicians involved, although 
mathematics is likely to appear in one's 
education nearly every year from kindergar- 
ten through grade 12. Relevant expertise 
might be of assistance. 

Saunders Mac Lane 
Department of Mathematics, 

University of Chicago, 
Chicago, IL 60637 
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