
Smithsonian Institution: Bracing for Bad News 
T h e  sword (if D;~ni~,cles h;lnq\ over the Srnithqonian In.;titution I7egun to have clo~~ht.;. They u.orrv that the recent hanillint! of 
r14it now, as nt;lfier* wait to  liciir just how slim the 1993 ccint.res- discretionnrv rcse:irch filnds inJic;itcs trol~hlr f(ir the tuture. The 
sional :~ppropriation n.ill he-an~l how their leailcr.; nill .;pen'{ it. inqtirurion h;~.; come to rely trn Inoney from sale.; of its marr;qzine, 
Evenone is I~racin: tvr 11r;lstic rerrcncl~mcnt. Tliis :rim prclspccr mil mail-or~lcr ;lnil mrrqctlm shop pl~rch:lses to finance the Schol- 
comes ;is the sequel t o  an equally grim 1992 fnr the nnt ion '~ Iiirrrc,t ;lrlv Studies and Re.;e;lrch 0ppcirtunirit.z Funds. T l i r c  hrin: viqit- 
museum a n ~ l  promntcr of ccicncc cduc;~tion. Income I;rl~n trwr in: .chol:lrc to thc 5mith<oni;1n or finance peer-revicn.ci1 projects 
funds, sales in tlie mtlsellm sIi(ip.;, nnil other pri\vate ~ources-the hv the Iiou.ie <taff. Rut when this income elroppeil, the scholars 
niaincrav of statf-initintell research at [lie Smithwnian-Ii:).; .;~ldilenlv fmlnil they hail lost one-tliirLl of the mozt prized rcqearch 
ilnrpped off ilurinr tlie recession. .4lreiiilv, antliropiilo~istq havc mtmcv. Anil ccrrain ~pccial field< 1tv.t our Jot~lilv becarlse the 
cut h:~ck crn field trips :)nil curator5 arc scrirnpinr on  supplicq. ndniinistr;iti(~n has re~nterprerecl trusts left hy icirmer Secretary 

The next rounil o t  cuts c o ~ ~ l ~ l  nfiiCct many clthcr part.; ot the <:li:lrles I~oolittle R'alcott :>nil hi.; n.ife so thnt income from them 
14h-yc:1r-olJcnte~ri.;c,c~pcciallyIc.;~visihlcre~e;1rcl1prc~icct.;.Thcse 1s pooleil, rather than hcinc t;trcerc~l on pa leohio10~ and palco- 
cover the \\r;ircrtrcmr, ranyinc from cosmolow ; ~ t  the Hiarv:inl- hor:lnv as  ciri:in:~llv intended. Rccmlsc "nlc couldn't ~l isni is~ lots of 
Srnithsoni;~n A.;troph~cicnI Oh~erviirory in h l i~z~ac l~~rser t s  to  people.," the speci;?l research filtiil, had to take rhe main cu~rl~nck. 
hio~liver.;iry ctrlrlier at tlie Trclpical Reqe;lrch Institute in P;ln;lrna. 1-lotFm;rnn cspl:~inccl rcccntlv, llddinc, "I reget that very much." 
"E\~enrhodv's hr~rtin:," ccincc,les liclmas Ltlvcjov, asisrant iccrc- Aildin: insult to iniun, Atl:l~ns dcciJe<l in X1;lrch to cnmm:\ndeer 
tary f i r  externill ;~ff;tir,. all~linq, ''I am deeply conccrnecl ;ii.iiut prc- S2S4.1'\7? of thew precious tlollar.; to hail the in.;riturion out of a 
senfin: theschnlarlv heart of the insritutirrn." political m c s ~  he inlicriteil. A F i ~ h  a n ~ l  WilJ- 

After expectinc ;I tunclinr ~Iiortfall of life Service :clolocist named Rtrhert 
$18 niillirin in April, Smir1ivmi;in S c c r c  MCOngreSS hasn't really Mitchell+m ilctail to the Smith.;onian in 
t n y  Robert blcCorrnick Ailami, tornicr pro- lQ88-rrit entanqled in an investi:;qtion of a 
vcrst of the ~ni\rcrsirv ~:hic;ico, i \  ncov wanted to support Chinese sheep hunt and incurred n rnas5ive 
t;tlkins ahout ;I pntenti:il yiip of 9 517 million research at the Iccal ].ill (Sc~encc, 27 .4pril IQOO, p. 437). 
or more. That is ascumin. the tcit;ll appro- R C C ~ L I ~ C  Llitchcll hail heen ~vorkinn on a 
priaticln will hc lesr; r h ; ~ n  it \\7;15 in 1492, Smithsonianl' Smith\oni:m pro~ect, the instituticm picked 
as the ch:lirman of the Senate :~ppropri;l- -Robert McCorrnicK Aaarns LIP the tab. 6ut  this qprinq, a key committee 
tions ctrmniittcc, Senartor Harry Reid chairman in Concress. Rrpre~entativc W'ill- 
(LLNV), iniIic;~tcil it mav he. Even a flat iarn Clav (D-MO), ohjecteil vnciferouslv tci 
1~~1d:et \vo~~ld  C R L I ~ L '  the Smirlisclnian tci Iosc this use (if pul~lic k~n~l.;. Ac1:lrns deciiled to placate Clay I-y 
ground, hccnusc it has si~nificant "uncon- reimhursint. the U.S. Trcnwry, uqinn the in.;t1tution1s private 
trollalile costs." For ex;?mple, 1;trt.e chunk nf C~rnds. This further reduced the money av~il~1~lef i)r  research. 
the increase especreil in 1991-ahoi~t 514 (Aclamq snvs he ha< non~ilcciilcd to tun1 off the Iecal s~~hsiilv, 
rnillion-i.; for snlay,  health i n \ ~ ~ r ; ~ n c e ,  or :inil prohahlv coulil have clone it earlier had he known he I I R ~ I  
pcncion increases rcclir ircil I>v Cnncrcss. These the option tn clo so.) 
expenses cont inuc tt> rice, rcgarilless of Some projects have heen hit hariler than others. 
wl~erlicr incotnc docs. P;ileol~otnnist Franci.; Huehcr, fcjr esample, say.;, "Our 

If the Smithsoninn has to take a hit ofthis spendins money for supplieq thi\ year is $740," addinc 
s ix ,  rhc cfCect colllLl tie tle\~;i~r;ltinrr. Some that, "I've nlrca~ly spent all of mine on diamond sari. re- 
major initiatives miav have rc) he shelveil, ;it p1;lcenients." Ilonalil Ortncr, ch;~irman (if anthropolo:~, 
least temporarily. For cx;xmple, Acl:xms 1i:tc rnvs. "X'e'\-e taken a one-third cut in f ~ ~ n d i n o  t(>r short- 
heen h o p ~ n c  to open tu.o new mu\cllm.;, ;~ccelcr:ltc the cat;~locin: term, rnlall rc.;carch projects. ..a.hcrc there's ;in opportunity to do 
and burial of 1ntli;rn remains, rejuvenate cxhihits in crldcr rnusc- somethin: quickly." Rick h r t s ,  an anrhrnpolo.~st who recon- 
umq, reno\.i>te the National Zoci, and cxpan~l research on the structs :lncienr lioniiniil ecnqysrems, say.; filncls for fielil work have 
popul:ir topic nf ~ l n h a l  cn\.ironmcntal change. heen ihrinkinc stcnililv-alrhot~~h not his cia7n work, which is well 

Adams ?:aid in ;In intc.r\,ien t11:tt he ilrenils takinc quick anil fin:lncccl this year from other accounts. Liz Zirnmcr, chief cif a 
severe action of the kind th;itls needed now hecause "vnu cut hr;lnd-new molecular ~ysrcmatics lah, says her qroup is well sup- 
\\~licre you c:ln cl~t," \vithout takinc Llccount of the "differinc ported (Science, 2 2  Fchruarv 1991, p. 872). Rut, she ;iJils, "arc may 
strenntlis and importance tif  various procr;lm<." Rut he in\iir\ he not Crcilv as fa\t as we ~ i r i~ ina l lv  pl:~nned." 
will protect the top priorities, ~vhicli he liqts as "the cnco~~r; icc-  The  underlyine prol.lern, says Adams, is that "C:nneress hasn't 
ment of cr~lrur;~l diversity, i~ctivities on hel~alf of 1~iolo:ic;d ciivcr- rcallv wanred to support rese~rcli at the Srnirhsonian," bur as- 
sity, efforts to make a Jistincti\,e contribution in the field of sumeil " t h ; ~  we n~o~llil  do that on the nonnppropri;ltecl side of the 
ci1uc;lticrn (particularly icicncc education)," atldin: rhnr "ohvi- l~ui l~cr ."  Rut ntnv that those pri\.ate sources o f  income arc shrink- 
ouslv, \ve'vc rot  to keep the mnst c.;iential p;~rts of o t ~ r  infrastruc- inq, ,4Jiim.; ccinceclcs, "1 ilon't h;rve anv place" to :o "to replilce 
ture frcorn fallinti do\vn arounil our ears." His li.;r incluJes the t l io~et ;~nJs."One senses he moulil like toqhed some staff-for HD";r 
Museum of the American Indian (for {vhich the Srnitliqonii~n ofthe h~ld:et ncrcs into personnel-rclatct11 expenqes-hut he won't 
seek\ S4.3 million ;+nil i S  new ctaffers). clob:~l chance reuc:lrch try qolving the nionev prohlcm thnt n.av hecause, "You can't do i t  
( the f;lste.;t gmwinq science urea, with 5111.6 million rccluestcil), the a t ;q  C;M iloes." Tliis Ic;ivcs the fi~miliar Washingon opticin: 
and the Inrce hut unglamornus repair hudcet ($74 million). Cut evcrvthins a little and avoid new commitments. 

Aclams, Lovciciv, anil As\istant Sccrctan. for the Scicncc Roh- -Eliot Marshall 
ert Hoffmnnn iay thev are cnmniittecl to prorecrinc! rlie sclinlarlv 
ccire of the institution. Rut some of the schol:ir, rht.rnselves hnve \Yrith rcp,~rtiny hv Eli7(~i.cth Ctt lr , t t~i .  
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