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what we know, or are troubled by, but don’t

know that we know (or don’t admit that we

are troubled by) because we don’t have a
satisfying explanation.

David P. Barash

Department of Psychology,

University of Washington,

Seattle, WA 98195
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The Search for Eve

Marcia Barinaga’s article “ ‘African Eve’
backers beat a retreat” concerning the de-
bate about modern human origins (Re-
search News, 7 Feb., p. 686) contains many
examples of the kind of thinking that still

plagues the study of human evolution. It
was clear by 1987 that new methods of
phylogenetic analysis for reconstructing hu-
man history would be necessary, and not
just new DNA sequences from more people
or a 4.0 version of some existing software
package that violated present knowledge of
the system (unequal sample sizes and vary-
ing rates of evolution).

Breakthroughs in extraction of DNA
from human fossils must now be accompa-
nied by better methods to absorb large data
sets for analysis of variance and clustering.
DNA sequences from actual fossils, not
reconstructed hypothetical ancestors, are
the key. Further arguments are tedious and
wasteful of limited resources and predispose
observers to equate evolutionary biology
with street theater.

Rebecca L. Cann

Department of Genetics and
Molecular Biology,

University of Hawaii at Manoa,
Honolulu, HI 96822

Corrections and Clarifications

The News & Comment article “Wilson slashes
spending for antismoking effort” by Marcia
Barinaga (13 Mar., p. 1348) erroneously stated
that the California legislature approved the
shut-down of California’s antismoking ad cam-
paign. The legislature approved the removal of
$29 million from the smoking-initiative bud-
get, but those funds do not influence the ad
campaign. The ad campaign funding was re-
moved by an action of the governor that did
not have legislative approval.

In Joseph Palca’s News & Comment article
“AAAS in Chicago: Dawn of a new era?” (21
Feb., p. 918), University of Miami philoso-
pher Kenneth Goodman’s name was inadvert-
ently misspelled.

The name of the associate vice chancellor for
research at the University of Illinois, Tina
Gunsalus, was inadvertently misspelled in the
News & Comment article “What’s left on the
table” by David P. Hamilton (13 Mar., p.
1345).

AAAS—Newcomb Cleveland Prize

To Be Awarded for an Article or a Report Published in Science

The AAAS-Newcomb Cleveland Prize is awarded to the
author of an outstanding paper published in Science. The value of
the prize is $5000; the winner also receives a bronze medal. The
current competition period began with the 7 June 1991 issue and
ends with the issue of 29 May 1992.

Reports and Articles that include original research data, theo-
ries, or syntheses and are fundamental contributions to basic
knowledge or technical achievements of far-reaching conse-
quence are eligible for consideration for the prize. The paper must
be a first-time publication of the author’s own work. Reference
to pertinent earlier work by the author may be included to give

perspective.

Throughout the competition period, readers are invited to
nominate papers appearing in the Reports or Articles sections.
Nominations must be typed, and the following information
provided: the title of the paper, issue in which it was published,
author’s name, and a brief statement of justification for nomina-
tion. Nominations should be submitted to the AAAS-Newcomb
Cleveland Prize, AAAS, Room 924, 1333 H Street, NW,
Washington, D.C. 20005, and must be received on or before 30
June 1992. Final selection will rest with a panel of distinguished
scientists appointed by the editor of Science.

The award will be presented at the 1993 AAAS annual
meeting. In cases of multiple authorship, the prize will be divided
equally between or among the authors.
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