
combined with the convenience of the Macintosh 
multi-window environment. Its numerous features include 
the ability to generate Optimised PCR Primers. 
GeneJockey represents great value for money. 
GeneJockey has comprehensive facilities for sequence alignment and 

Sequences can easily be imported from or exported to other programs. 

GeneJockey. The full program has a comprehensive tutorial module. 

New v2.0 of the Apple Mac System for 
Analyzing RIAs, ELlSAs and IRMAs 
Can understand YOUR plate reader 

Assayzap is a universal calculator for RIA, ELISA, 
IRMA, colorimetric and other assays. Standard 
curves can be fitted automatically or manually. 
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artifact or contamination (2). Curators and 
researchers should coordinate efforts to 
ensure that repetitive sampling of speci- 
mens does not occur and that tissue sam- 
ples and extracted DNA are preserved and 
shared by interested parties. 

GARY R. GRAVES 
MICHAEL J. BRAUN 

National Museum of Natural History, 
Smithsonian Institution, 
Washington, DC 20560 
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Science at EPA 

The 10 January Sciencescope item "Bet- 
ter science at EPA?" (p. 147) quoted me out 
of context. The invidious comparison I was 
drawing between the Environmental Protec- 
tion Agency (EPA) on the one hand and the 
National Institutes of Health (NIH) and the 
National Science Foundation (NSF) on the 
other did not have to do with the quality of 
the science being performed by in-house 
EPA scientists, which in many cases is world 
class. Rather, I was referring to the processes 
by which these organizations seek out and 
make funding decisions concerning extra- 
mural science. Almost by definition, those 
successful scientists in the academic commu- 
nity,whomEPAneedstoefistintheir 
search for the best possible science to ensure 
credible decision-making, have had experi- 
ence with the NIH and NSF processes. 
These processes are generally considered to 
be valid, in the sense that are 
capable of finding the best scientist to do the 
bestscience.Incomparison,EPA'sdealin~s 
with the academic community often seem to 
be characterized by ineptitude, cronyism, or 
politics. The only fully peer reviewed pro- 
gram, the External Grants Program, has 
never been consistenly funded to any rea- 
sonable level by EPA and accounts for far 
less than 10% of total extramural funding. 
This criticism is not restricted to the Office 
of Research and Development, but is partic- 
ularly pertinent to the wide range of scien- 
tific and technical perfomvd by 
EPA program and policy o5ces. The disre- 
spect engendered by the failure to recognize 
and enlist the best science affects the credi- 
bility of EPA. 

BERNARD D. GOLDSTEIN 
Environmental and Occupational Health 

sciences Institute, 
681 Frelinghuysen Road, 

Piscataway, NJ 08855-1 179 
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