m The prestigious Gordon
Conference—that exclusive
summer session at which biolo-
gists meet in New Hampshire
with top colleagues in an infor-
mal atmosphere, rough it in
boarding-school dormitories,
swat mosquitoes, and sweat in
the summer humidity—will
soon face some unanticipated
competition. A group of West
Coast scientists has decided to
offer a similar meeting in Santa
Cruz, where organizers boast of
“No mosquitoes, low humidity,
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Going Head to Head With the Gordon Conference

75 degrees F, [and] college
dorm apartments!”

Although they may face ac-
cusations of West Coast chau-
vinism, these scientists say they
have long had to endure the
East Coast equivalent. “Most
of the existing science organi-
zations are too East Coast-cen-
tric,” says Gerald Rubin, a ge-
neticist at the University of
California, Berkeley, and one of
the organizers. Rubin also says
he and his West Coast col-
leagues were tired of spending
so much time on air-
planes, and had come to
believe that their stu-
dents and postdocs were
disadvantaged by the
need to spend scarce
travel funds continually
flying east. So he and a
few colleagues decided
it was time to “take con-
trol” and shift the small-
meeting balance west-
ward.

They will begin this
summer by holding two
conferences, one on de-
velopmental biology and
the other on protein
structure and func-
tion. In future years,
says Rubin, they hope

offer more than just biology.

The new Santa Cruz summer conferences

to hold as many as
eight such meetings.

Taking a Fire Ax to the Budgetary Fire Wall

m Hoping to wring
some extra cash out of
the military budget for
domestic programs,
some members of
Congress are prepar-
ing to mount an offen-
sive against the bud-
getary “fire wall” that
separates defense and
domestic spending—a
move that some say
could increase funding available
for R&D programs.

When passed in 1990, the wall
was intended to protect defense
spending from congressional
poaching—thus enforcing bud-
get discipline—as Congress re-
placed the Gramm-Rudman-
Hollings deficit targets with
spending caps. Thus far, the
White House has shown little
interest in changing things. But
to sway undecided legislators,
the House Budget Committee
has drawn up a plan showing
that, among other things, re-

B As Science went to press, FDA
Commissioner David Kessler was
prepared to announce a new di-
rector of the Center for Biologics
Evaluation and Research, which
has been leaderless for almost 2
years. Word is that FDA biochem-
ist Kathryn Zoon, currently direc-
tor of the division of cytokine biol-
ogy, will get the post.
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moving that wall could
free up as much as
$700 million for sci-
ence agencies in 1993.
Budget committee
members clearly hope
that the prospect of
increased domestic
spending will work in
their favor. “If we
could tear down the
walls, it would be a
whole new world out there,”
says a Democratic staffer who
expects the House to vote next
week on a proposal by Repre-
sentative John Conyers Jr. (D-
MI) that would do just that. So
far, however, opponents of the
move—including some legisla-
tors with defense industries in
their districts—are “holding on
like banshees,” says the aide.

Fetal Tissue Fight

m Supporters of fetal tissue re-
search may soon get the upper
hand in the long-running com-
bat between Congress and the
Administration over the present
ban on federal funding of trans-
plant research using tissue de-
rived from induced abortion.

Last fall, by a vote of 274 to
144, the House passed a bill that
would lift the ban, and now a
similar proposal is making its way
through the Senate. President
Bush has said he would veto any
attempt to end the moratorium,
but shifting political winds in the
Senate may cause him to recon-
sider. On 4 February, a key Sen-
ate committee voted 13 to 4 in
favor of a bill that would reverse
the ban—with conservative
Strom Thurmond (R-SC) on
board. Once the bill is on the
floor, two other prominent con-
servative Republicans—]Jake
Garn (R-UT) and Alan Simpson
(R-WY)—are also expected to
vote to allow the research to
proceed. Bill supporters are con-
fident they have the 60 votes
needed to bring the issue to a
floor vote and say they may even
have the 67 votes needed to
override Bush’s veto.
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