
Going Head to Head With the Gordon Conference Taking a Fire Ax to the Budgetary Fire Wall I 
The prestigious Gordon 75 degrees F, [and] college 

Conference-that exclusive dorm apartments!" 
summer session at which biolo- Although they may face ac- 
gists meet in New Hampshire cusations of West Coast chau- 
with top colleagues in an ink-  vinism, these scientists say they 
ma1 atmospherq rough it in have long had to endure the 
boarding-schml dormitories, East Coast equivalent. "Most 
swat mosquitoes, sweat in of the existing science organi- 
the summer humid*-will zations are too East Coast-cen- 
soon Eace some unanticipated tric," says Gerald Rubin, a ge- 
competition. A group of West neticist at the University of 
Coast scientists has decided to California, Berkeley, and one of 
offer a W a r  meeting in Santa the organizers. Rubin also says 
Cruz,whereorganizers boast of he and his West Coast col- 
"No mosmitoes. low humiditv. learmes were tired of spending 

1 so much time on air- 
phes,  and had come to 

d to spend scarce 
mvel funds continually 
&inn east. So he and a 

Samta W F I S p r  C%dmmma h &v cotleagues decided I I --m- mu- I it was time to '~taht con- 
trol" and shift the small- 
meeting balance west- 
ward. 

They will begin this 
sommer by holding two 
conferen&, one on de- 
vdopmental biology and 
the other on protein 

structure and func- 

Lllosauitoes. Low Humidi tion. In future years, 
says Rubin, they hope 
to hold as many as 

offer more than j& bidogy. eight such meetings. 

w Hoping to wr$g moving that wall could 
some ems a s h  o u t 4  tke up as much as 
t h e m i Z i m r y ~ & r  5700 &lion fbr sci- 
domestic programs, eme agencies in 1993. 

Budget committee 
GmP=aff- members dearly hope 
mg to mount an &- that the prospect of 
sive against the bad- increased domestic 
getary %re wail" spending will work in 
separates dehse  and their favor. "If we 
domestic spending- John C o n m  Jr. could tear down the 
move that some say walls, it would be a 
could increase fhd@ available whole new world out there," 
for R8d) programs. says a Democratic s t a r  who 

When passed in 1990, thewdl expects the House to vote next 
was intended to protect defknse week on a proposal by Repre- 
spending fiom congressional s e n ~ t i w  John Conyers Jr. (D- 
poachmg--thus enE;,rcing bud- MI) that would do just that. So 
get disciplineas Congress re- &, however, opponents of the 
placed the Grarnrn-Rudman- moveincluding some legisla- 
HoIlings deficit targets with tors with defense industries in 
spending caps. Thus far, the their d i s m ~ e  "holding on 
White House has shown litde . like banshees," says the aide. 
interest in changing things. But 
to sway undecided legislators, 
the House Budget Committee 
has drawn up aVplan showing Supporten of feml tissue re- 
that, among other things, re- search may soon get the upper 

hand in the long-running cpm- 
AsSci-wenttopress,FDA b k g m C o n m a n d t h e  . . DH ~r was Administration over the present 
prepared to announce a new di- ban on federal funding of trans- 
redor of the CeMW fCK Bidogics plant research using tissue de- 
Evaluation and Research, which rived bm induced a b e .  
hasbeen-foraknost2 LastM,byavoteof274to 
years. Word is that FDA biochem- 
ist ~athlyn ~oon, -ntly dim- 144, the House pass4 a bill that 
tor of of w- would lift the ban, and now a 
ogy, get the posit. similar propod is making its way 

thou& the Senate. President 
Bush has said he would veto any 
attempt to end the moratorium, 
but shifting political winds in the 
Senate may cause him to recon- 
sider. On 4 Februuy, a key Sen- 
ate committee voted 13 to 4 in 
fivor of a bill that would reverse 
the ban-with conservative 
!3mm Thunnond (RSC) on 
boad.Qracerhcbillisonrhc 
&or, two o&r pmminent con- 
servative Republicans- Jake 
GFarn(R-I.T)andAlaSimpson 
(R-WQAare also expected to 
vote to allow the research to I 
proceed. Bill supporters are con- 
fident t h y  have the 60 votes 
needed to bring the issue to a 
floor vote and say they may even 
liave tbe 67 votes needxi to 

I' 1 override Bush'sveto. 
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