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First Aid for Russian 
Chicago-Congress and the Bush Adminis- 
tration are considering proposals to assist 
scientists in what was the Soviet Union, 
whose support has dried up in the economic 
crisis now gripping the former republics. 
And a separate initiative is being launched to 
help former Soviet researchers keep abreast 
of the world's scientific literature. 

Representative George Brown (D-CA), 
chairman of the House Committee on Sci- 
ence, Space, and Technology, announced at 
the AAAS annual meeting held here last 
week* that he will soon introduce legisla- 
tion to create a U.S.-Russian Science &Tech- 
nology Foundation to fund joint projects in 
both countries. "Not less than $200 million" 
would be required to get the operation 
started, says Brown, and he's eyeing money 
saved from defense cuts for the initial endow- 
ment. The foundation would be adrninis- 
tered by a joint U.S.-Russian governing board 
and grants would be awarded on a peer- 
reviewed, competitive basis. 

Brown admitted that the amount of 
money generated by the endowment-per- 
haps $10 million a year at current interest 
rates-would be small compared to the 
needs of ex-Soviet researchers. But he em- 
phasizes that a little hard currency goes a 
long way in Russia "where [top researchers] 
are still working for $50 a month." 

Brown's proposal was greeted enthusias- 
tically at the meeting by Russian molecular 
geneticist Evgenii Sverdlov. "Such a foun- 
dation would be the most fruitful way to 
reorganize Soviet science," says Sverdlov. 
"It is not just that we need money. It is also 
that, when we get money, we need to start 
distributing it in the wisest way possible." 

The Bush Administration, womed about 
the nightmare of a "nuclear brain drain" of 
ex-Soviet weapons experts to Third World 
countries, last week came up with an initia- 
tive of its own. According to a report in The 
New York Times, Secretary of State James 
Baker proposed to President Boris Yeltsin of 
Russia that a U.S.-financed clearinghouse 
be established to help these scientists find 
financial support to stay in Russia. 

A third initiative, announced by Richard 
Getzinger, director of international pro- 
grams for AAAS, will extend, free of charge, 
subscriptions to Western journals that would 
otherwise lapse because former Soviet re- 
searchers no longer have hard currency to 

* The AAAS annual meeting was held in 
Chicago from 6 to 11 February. Extensive 
coverage will be included in next week's 
issue. 

Science 
pay for them. The effort will begin with 
Science, which is published by AAAS and 
which, according to Getzinger, currently 
has less than twenty subscribers in the former 
Soviet Union. Getzinger says that AAAS 
will also ask other scientific societies, such as 
the American Physical Society and the 
American Chemical Society, to provide their 
journals at cost to subscribers in the region. 
Eventually, he says, AAAS hopes to arrange 
a grant from the Chicago-based MacArthur 

Timing is a crucial element to &e success 
of these initiatives. Brown admits that even 
if Congress and the Administration approve 
his foundation promptly, money wouldn't 
even begin flowing East until early 1993. 
And Getzinger says it could take as long as 
2 months just to determine how many jour- 
nal subscriptions would need to be subsi- 
dized. Those delays might prove too long 
for beleaguered Russian scientists. "Science 
is facing a total collapse because of the 
economic situation in the country," says 
Sverdlov. "We need first aid, the sooner the 
better." STEVEN DICKMAN 
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