
If National Science Founda- 
tion (NSF) director Walter 
Massey approves a plan now sit- 
ting on his desk, the days of 
MosaicNSF7s slick quarterly of 
cutting-edge science-are num- 

bered. On 
24 January, 
Massey re- 
ceived a 
proposal to 
kill Mosaic 
after two 
more issues 

I and replace 
it with a 

more popular journal, according 
to minutes of an NSF executive 
staff meeting. 

This action marks the fourth 
attempt to kill the quarterly, 
according to its fans within 
NSF. Former director Erich 
Bloch, for instance, says he once 
considered a staffrecommenda- 
tion similar to the one before 
Massey. The journal continues 
to draw institutional flak be- 
cause it costs a lot to publish 
($400,000 a year) and reaches a 
very small paid circulation 
(around 2000), although NSF 
also prints roughly 40,000 cop- 
ies for dismbution to grantees 
and other agency followers. 

NSF press officer Michael 
Fluharty says the agency recog- 
nizes that "Mosaic does what it 
does very well ... but we want to 
reach a broader audience." Who 
in particular does NSF want to 
reach? "Opinion leaders," says 
Fluharty. 

- - - - - - - - - -- -- - 

w Legislators frequently appear about one-fourth of the DOD $57,40&the mp cost $15,000 
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international research projects. 
And if the trip itself wasn't 
enough of a perk, the delegation 
also traveled in comfort on an 
Air Force C-137-by a Depart- 
ment of Defense (DOD) cal- 
culation, a tlight nearly eight 
times as expensive as the cheapest 
commercial alternative, a figure 
the committee disputes. 

According to a spokesman, 
DOD calculated the total cost 
of flying the C- 137 for the mp 
at $287.000. Had d 14 official 
members of the delegation 
flown commercial first class, 
their tickets would have cost 

In an interview with Science, 
committee chairman George 
Brown (D-CA) said that mili- 
tary flights are always used for 
such trips. His staffers also 
argue that the DOD figure 
includes costs such as crew 
salaries and maintenance that 
would have been incurred 
whether the delegation had 
taken the C-137 or not. The 
only costs that should be 
counted, thky say, are he1 and a 
per diem allowance for the 
crew--costs they estimate at 
about 20% of the DOD rate. 
Even by this figure, however- 

textbook "almost verbatim" in a 
later edition of the book pub- 
lished in McCarthy's name. 
Stewart and Feder have been in- 
volved in the case since August, 
when an attorney for the Con- 
verse estate asked them to com- 
pare the wording of the Con- 
verse and McCarthy texts with a 
plagiarism detection program 
Stewart had written. Stewart says 
his analysis turned up a 57% over- 

The first court test of the "pla- 
giarism machine," the comput- 
erized brainchild of unofficial 
NIH fraud investigators Ned 
Feder and Walter Stewart, has 
been put off until at least May, 
and probably much longer. 

Last year, the estate of John 
Marquis Converse-the author 
of the seven-volume textbook 
Reconstructive Plastic Surgery 
-fled suit against publisher 
W.B. Saunders Co. and Con- 
verse's h e r  assistant editor, 
Joseph McCarthy, claiming that 
McCarthy and the company had 
copied chunks of the Converse 

lap between the two texts. 
Science legislators flew an Air Force One lookdike to the Far East. I But the trial, origindy sched- 

uled to begin 10 December 
1991, was indefinitely delayed 
when its first judge withdrew 
because of medical problems. 
Now attorneys for both sides are 
scheduled to meet with the new 
judge on 1 May, with a mal date arlier resistanc 
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likely to be set sometime there- 
after. In the meantime, both 
sides are busy filing premal mo- 
tions. Attorneys for the pub- 
lisher, for instance, are asking 
the judge not to allow Stewart 
and Feder to t e s e  as expert 
witnesses and to bar use of 
"value-laden" terms such as the 
word "plagiarism" h m  the mal. 
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