Special Edition: 1992 Preview

m Mixed news awaits the prac-
titioners of so-called small sci-
ence-in 1992. Despite: a
healthy year of budget in-
L creases in 1991, small science
boosters are shaking off their
eggnog fugue
in preparation
for what one lob-
byist predicts will be
£ “the hardest and
most merciless federal-funding
scramble ever.”
The word from sources
close to the Office of Man-
agement and Budget (OMB)
suggests that the National In-
stitutes of Health (NIH) could
be in for rough treatment at the
hands of the Bush Administra-
tion. OMB apparently wants to
see some cost cutting at NIH:
Well-placed eavesdroppers tell
Science that the president’s
1993 request for NIH will prob-
ably rise to about $9.7 billion—
just 2% above inflation, com-
pared with 3.4% in last year’s
request. OMB also plans to con-
tinue its year-old tradition of
sliding a chunk of NIH’s budget
into the following fiscal year:
$575 million, up from $400
million last year.
Meanwhile, over at the Na-
tional Science Foundation
(NSF), one budgeter says NSF
hopes to “keep the trend in the
direction” of the 9.5% budget
increase the agency received
this year. Science lobbyists say
that to get NSF’s full funding
through Congress, they’ll join
other lobbyists in a frontal as-
sault on last year’s budget agree-
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ment, which currently prevents
Congress from cutting the de-
fense budget to pay for do-
mestic programs.

The High and Mighty

m There’s nothing like an elec-
tion year to roil the upper ranks
of the federal science establish-
ment. Even if George Bush wins
a second term, major changes
are being forecast—and if a
Democrat is elected, all bets are
off. For the sake of argument,
let’s suppose it’s Bush for an-
other 4 years.
* Science advisor D. Allan

Bromley is
not expected
to stick around | £3
for 4 more [§
years in the
White House.
Policy manda-
rins suggest
that Bromley’s
frustration with battling the
Office of Management and
Budget over science funding
will make the attractions of the
private sector irresistible soon
after the election.

Health Secretary Louis

Sullivan could be another
quick casualty in a second-term
Bush White
House. Sul-
livan has been
muzzled since
early in the
Bush Adminis-
tration, when
he upset con-

3 JANUARY 1992

EDITED BY DAviD P. HAMILTON |

servatives with some moderate
comments on abortion. Since
then, the White House has
steadily cut him out of the loop
on important decisions rel-
evant to his agency, such as
national health care. One long-
shot rumor holds that NIH di-
rector Bernadine Healy will re-
place him.
* The same insiders suggest

that the competent but col-
orless James O. Mason, cur-
rently assistant secretary for
health, will follow in Sullivan’s
departing footsteps. Why? No
one is saying.

One survivor of a term-shift is

likely to be non-controver-
sial, somewhat laid-back Walter
Massey, currently the director
of the National Science Founda-
tion. Then again, he only came
on board 10 months ago.

m Having survived a major
political scare in mid-1991,
the nation’s pre-
mier Big Science
projects—NASA’s
space station and
the Superconduct-
ing Super Collider
(SSC)—both ap-
pear to have re-
gained enough mo-
mentum to make it
through another
contentious year.
* Scientific critics of the space
station, cheered by flagging
European enthusiasm, predict:
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“This could be the year we kill
it.” But congressional foes
grudgingly admit that Congress
will have a difficult time stop-
ping the project this year. Aides
to Senator Dale Bumpers (D—
AR), who last year led a losing
charge to cancel the station, say
the senator can only hope that
the recession and the huge fed-
eral budget deficit will erode
political support for the
Administration’s $2.3-billion
1993 request.
The odds for approval
o this year of the Admini-
stration’s $650-million SSC
request are good, and project

backers are bullish about pro-
gress in the formerly troubled
magnet production effort and
the detector program. Still,
the accelerator’s fate could rest
on the validity of recent Japa-
nese news reports that claim
Prime Minister Kiichi Miya-
zawa will soon offer the United
States a contribution of $500
million to $1.5 billion for the
SSC in order to defuse Japa-
nese-U.S. trade tensions. With-
out some sign of its promised
$1.7 billion in foreign contri-
butions, the SSC could end up
sinking beneath the weight of
its unkept pledges.
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