
tingent upon some action; the action t h d r e  
becomes more likely. Punispunishment occurs when 
an avmive stimulus is delivered contingent 
upon some action; h e  action becomes less 
hkely as a result If in fact the rejestion of an 
artide or a grant proposal constituted negative 
reinforcement, the number of articles and pro- 
posals submitted would skyrodvt 
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uMission-Orientedn Agricultural Science 

In his editorial "Plant gene expression an- 
te? (27 Sept., p. 1465), Philip H. W n  
applauds the formation of the center. He im- 
plies, however, that a g r i c u l d  science is be- 
hind medical science and laments the pressure 
for Immediate, practical r e d s  in the fonner. 

It should be noted that the "mission- 
oriented" a r q  of U.S. agriculture is known 
for efIiciency and low-cost production, while 
U.S. medicine is known for inefIiciency and 
high-cost services. As a percentage of the 
gross national product, our food costs are 
among the lowest of all nations and our 
medical costs are among the highest of 
developed nations. Could there be a connec- 
tion between the efliciency of the agricultur- 
al industry and the general tendency of 
agricultural researchers to concentrate on 
less utopian, more practical solutions? It 
should be possible for all scientists to sup- 
port new types of research without knocking 
the often plodding, but sometimes creative, 
research that is usually necessary in order to 
achieve the results commonly used to jusufy 
the whole scientific endeavor. 
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Cldcation 
A News & Comment article by Jon 

Cohen about an investigation of indirect 
costs charged by the National Academy of 
Sciences (NAS) to federal grants and con- 
nacts (22 Nov., p. 1103) reported that 
congressional stat€ members had inquired 
about a condominium owned by the Acad- 
emy at the Watergate building. The artide 
should have noted that NAS officials re- 
sponded that the apartment, which has 
served as the residence of the NAS presi- 
dent for 25 years, is not charged to indirect 
costs but is paid for entirely with private 
funds. 

13 DECEMBER 1991 

Circle No. 68 on Readers' Service Card 

Send in YOLIT order for a reprint of the Genome M;~ps 1991, featured in the 11 
October issue oi Science Magazine. This colorful ! 1" s 37" folLIoi~t n.all chart has 
t n o  key tcatures. In one section it highlights progress in the Human Genome 
Project-localkation of genes and markers on the chromosomes as well as 
sequencing effects. In addition, because oi the importance of model systems in 
biology and medicine, the chart summari:es n~apping and sequencing achieve- 
ments in one of the cl;~ssic model syhtems, Drosophiln mrinnogaster. 

Order a copy of the Map for your fririenils, and family hy completing the coupon. 
Please make checks payhlc to Science (US funds only). 

Toral numl~cr  orLlcrcLl 5S.1717 

Intcrn;lti(~nal Air 
International Surt;lcc S 2 . N  

(:heck enclosed 

KITE: - ZIP: 

Send 0rLIer1 to: C:OTTIIIC Hilrr~s 
1333 H St . .  S .W..  




