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The statement by L. W. Robertson et al.
(Letters, 20 Sept., p. 1334), in response to
the editorial by Philip H. Abelson (“Exces-
sive fear of PCBs,” 26 July, p. 361) to the
effect that the more highly chlorinated con-
geners of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs)
remain in the environment is not necessarily
correct. Several groups have discovered that
anacrobic bacteria (1-5) and fungi (6) can

reductively dechlorinate even the most
heavily chlorinated PCB congeners. For ex-
ample, a Pseudomonas strain is able to de-
grade 2,4,52',4',5'-hexachlorobiphenyl (4),
and PCB congeners containing up to five
chlorines are metabolized by Alcaligenes Y42
and Acinetobacter P6 (5). Most of the PCBs in
Aroclor 1242 are reductively dechlorinated
under anaerobic conditions (3), and the an-
aerobic dechlorination of Aroclor 1260 has
been observed by several groups (1). The
resulting less toxic, lightly chlorinated PCBs
are known targets for aerobic bacterial oxida-
tive biodegradation (1, 2), rcsultmg in the
total breakdown of the biphenyl ring system.

This tandem biomechanism of anaerobic re-
ductive dechlorination of PCBs in aquatic sed-
iments followed by oxidative biodegradation in
aerobic environments, resulting ultimately in
the elimination of PCBs, has apparently existed
in the environment for years, but was only

.recently uncovered (1-6).
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: In the cover caption for the issue of 6

Erratum: The Author Index for volume 253 (27
Y 1601) covered the months July
991, not “August—September,” as

Erratum: Inmeamde“Namnlhn%?
byA.K.Ioshx (13 Sept., p 1242) “( m“havc
been “(S\NP),” throughout the hand column on
page 1244. Inthcsamcoolumn,mlmcM “function
composition” should have been “function plnatlon,”
and in the example sentences (b) chmuﬁ (g), the
leftmost open parentheses should not have appeared.

Erratum: An item u:h:n 27 September ScienceScope
[{ 1475) mlssmnd federal agencm that mamge
o[; Defense,
thc of the Inncnor the Fomst
Service, and the l’l)'cpamcnmﬂlaﬂcy A\lthon'ty.

Erratum: The color photograph accompanying a Sci-
item on onal mechanics (18 Oct., p
e%nge)swpeslmldhavemmdmdn&n
Center. The magraph:crendcr
ing of the brain and not a simulation of Alzheimer’s
dmse,asthccapnonsuggmd.
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