
Rccponw: InreplytoPrisdlla(!) wilkios 
Stevens, we must state that the ELVIS motif 
was sought by examining the National Bio- 
medical Research Foundation database for 
the single letter amino acid codes E-L-V-I-S. 
ELVIS was indeed found on four occasions, 
as we stated. It was only when mere mortals 
(J.B.K. and H.L.T.M.) interfered and aro- 
ncously translated single-letter amino acid 
codes back into three-letter & that the 
ELVIS impersonator (EKVIS) sdaced. 
The correct second amino acid in this motif 
is not Lys, but Leu, as in " ( B ) h  Suede 
Shoes." Obsauhg the aue identity of% 
King" was ins- and we hope not to 
be held accountable to a higher authority 
(1). Fortunately, this is not just another 
cruel hoax: ELVIS (Glu-Leu-Val-Ile-Ser) 
lives! 
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In Leslie Robaop' article "Academy panel 
split on greenhouse adaptation" (Nm & 
Comment, 14 Sept., p. 1206), Yale econo- 
mist William Nordhaus is quoted as saying, 
"Agriculture, the part of the economy that is 
sensitive to climate change, accounts for just 
3% of national output That means there is 
no way to get a very large eEect on the U.S. 
economy." That statement should have 
caused the resignation of some eumomists 
along with the dissenting ecologists. A mo- 
ment's rrflcction on the diamonds-water 
paradox, the law of diminishing marginal 
utility, and the inelasticity of demand fbr 
food in general should convince anyone that 
thecurrent 3% 6gurecouldsoarto90% in 
the event of a serious disruption of agricul- 
ture. No doubt adaptation would be possi- 
ble, since in the past agriculture accounted 
for 90% of the national product and we 
(many fewer of us) survived. But the per- 
centage of the gross national product de- 
rived fiom agriculture is a measure of its 
importance only fbr marginal changcs. The 
assumptionisthatdimatechangewillbe 
marginal. The percentage of gross national 
product accounted for by agriculture adds 

no evidence or reason for complacency be- 
yond the bald and dubious assumption that 
any climate change will be obligingly mar- 
ginal. Of course the dependence of econom- 
ic activity on natural system gocs far be- 
yond agriculture, but the Academy has to 
get its basic economics right before it can 
advance to ecological economics. 

HERMAN E. DALY 
Rrr0Eiat.e Editor, 

Ecological Economics, 
Box 38, 

Solomom, MD 20688438 

I applaud Sciencas &OR (16 Aug.) to 
address the issue of biodiversity, but the 
topic is far more important than Science's 
treatment indicates. The problem is not 
merely extindon, but global biotic impov- 
erishment: the systematic reduction in the 
capacity of Earth to support living systems. 
It includes the destruction of forests and 
their replacement by shrublaods, by grass- 
lands, and in many cases by barren soil. It 
includes the cumulative and largely imvers- 

NOTES 

1. We will net k rrtuming du sequined jumpsuits we 
r e a c n d y ~ f a o l ~ u p c o m i a g l a m u r t o u r o a  
chis topic. 

GENOME MAPS 1991 
Send in your order for a reprint of the Genome Maps 1991, featured in the 11 October issue of Science Magazine. This colorful 21" x 

32" foldout wall chart has two key features. In one section it highlights progress in the Human Genome Project-localization of genes 
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