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Whistleblowing for 
Fun and Profit 
Dissatisfied with what he sees as 
the government's reluctance to 
punish Stanford University for 
its alleged padding of research 
overhead, whistleblower Paul 
Biddle has taken it upon himself 
to file a lawsuit on the govern- 
ment's behalf. Stanford's re- 
sponse: It wants Biddle removed 
fiom his position as grants ne- 
gotiator because he could profit 
from the suit and therefore has a 
conflict of interest. 

Schwartz wrote last month to 
the chief of naval research. 
Biddle, he said, "cannot be 
viewed as impamal." Biddle dis- 
agrees. "There is a difference 
between enforcement and par- 
tiality," he told Science. "The 
first charge of an [accounts offi- 
cer] is to ferret out waste and 
abuse." Although he will not 
comment specifically on the 
lawsuit, Biddle says that pursu- 
ing charges on behalf of the 
government should not dis- 
qualify an accounts officer from 
his job. 

Although the Navy has said it 
does not intend to transfer 
Biddle, Stanford may soon be 
seeing the last of him. Biddle, 
who says his work there is about 
done, has his eye on a position 
that would enable him to pur- 
sue bigger quarry: a job on the 
staff of fraudbusting congress- 
man John Dingell (D-MI). 
"They see problems in other 
areas, and they would like me to 
start focusing on those," he 
says. "I'm very interested in 
pension funding, and I'm inter- 
ested in the savings and loan 
failures." 

Stanford nemesis. 
Whistleblower Paul Biddle. 

The Hunt for Drugs 
From Nature 

It was Biddle who, as the 
Navy's accounts officer in charge 
of negotiating Stanford's gov- 
ernment overhead rate, first pub- 
licly alleged that Stanford had 
overcharged the feds by $200 
million. This led to congressional 
hearings and, ultimately, to the 
resignation of Stanford President 
Donald Kennedy. 

Biddle could conceivably be- 
come a multimillionaire through 
the action, which he filed last 
month under the False Claims 
Act. If the Department of Jus- 
tice joins the suit (it has 60 days 
to decide), he could collect up 
to 15% of the damages fiom a 
favorable ruling. If he pursues 
the case on his own, he stands 
to gain up to 30%. 

That should disqualify him 
from his job, says Stanford 
counsel John Schwartz. Federal 
regulations entitle the univer- 

"Chemical prospectingn- seek- 
ing beneficial substances in hith- 
erto unexplored flora and huna 
-is the subject of an unprec- 
edented agreement that has been 
signed between Merck & Co. 
and Costa Rica's Institute Na- 
tional de Biodiversidad. 

Engineered in large part by 
Cornell University biologist 
Thomas Eisner, who has spent 
several years trying to get pri- 
vate entities involved in chemi- 
cal prospecting, and institute 
director Rodrigo Gamez, a vi- 
rologist, the collaboration gives 
Merck the right to new micro- 
bial insect and plant drugs that 
may be found in Costa Rica's 
nature preserves. In return, the 
firm will spend $1 million to 
help train local biologists. The 
company has also pledged to 
donate part of its profits from 
these activities to the institute's 

Initial funding was provided 
last year by a 3-year grant of 
$800,000 from the John D. 
and Catherine T. MacArthur 
Foundation for equipment and 
training of Costa Rican scien- 
tists for "biorational screen- 
ing." The screening, to be done 
with Eisner and Cornell chem- 
ists Jerrold Meinwald and Jon 
C. Clardy, will entail looking 
for new antibiotics in leaves or 
insect eggs that remain mold- 
free, for example, or seeking 
insect repellents in plants un- 
touched by pests. 

The M e r c k m e n t  amounts 
to a win-win proposition all 
around, says Eisner. "The ex- 
pensive process of conservation 
will be compensated-in ad- 
vance-by payments" for the 
right to commercialize discov- 
eries. At the same time, Costa 

chemical prospecting training 
sites for scientists from other 
developing nations." 

GOES-NEXT to Wait 
Out Next Round 
Weather forecasters anxiously 
awaiting GOES-NEXT, a new 
line ofweather satellites, might 
do better predicting next year's 
weather than guessing when 
GOES-NEXT will next go. 

GOES-7, the only U.S. 
weather satellite in orbit, is run- 
ning out of fuel and will begin 
drifting by July 1992 (Science, 
12 July, p. 133). NASA, which 
has been building GOES-NEXT 
for the Department of Com- 
merce, promised in July that it 
could end a long series of techni- 
cal glitches and launch delays 

often cited in the past 10 years. Biologists predominate because there 
are so many of them-which makes the inclusion of mathematical 
physicist Edward Witten all the more remarkable. Messing racked up his 
extraordinary total with papers on cloning techniques published in the 
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