
Two Clovis points fhm sites in 
Kentucky and Ohio. 

The U.S. government may 
soon undertake surveys of fed- 
eral land that could preserve 
new sites for archeologists and 
physical anthropologists. 

The surveys, to be taken by 
four agencies that manage more 
than 90% of federal land-the 
Defense Department, the Na- 
tional Park Service, the Forest 
Service, and the Tennessee Val- 
ley Authority (TVA)-would 
"syste~patically cover areas 
where the most scientifically 
valuable archeological resources 
are likely to exist," according to 
a notice in the 11 Seotember 

According to NIH insiders, 
the agency is looking to pur- 
chase a couple hundred acres of 
land in a less developed area of Nations-wide policy not to at- 
Maryland, probably some- 

would also permit NIH to 

Empire builders at NIH in the president's fiscal year Robert Byrd (D-WV) takes 
have some hurdles to clear be- 1993 budget. Then the Ad- shine to it. 

Federal Register. ~ c i e h i c a l l ~  . The final plan for financing would violate the rules of the that NASA could charge 
valuable sites wodd then be the space program in 1992 will budget agreement by taking Defense Department only 
protected from development. emerge from a conference that defense money for civilian pur- the "marginal cost" of the sat 
Less than 8% of federal land has begins on Capitol Hill this ooses, D m a n  agreed, saying ellites-less than $375 million 
so far been surveyed, says Frank 
McManarnon, the Park Service's 
consulting archeologist. 

The surveys are included in 
proposed liew rules that are set 
to go into effect in early 1992 
&er a 90-day comment period. 
These regulations also require 
the agencies to beef up pro- 
grams that educate the public 
about archeology, to  crack 
down on looters by lower- 
ing from $5000 to $500 the 
threshold for a felony from 
damage to an archeological site, 
and to decide when to return 
human remains to Indian tribes. 
The proposed regulations, says 
Maxwell Ramsey, cultural re- 
sources manager at TVA, "will 
give us much more than we 
used to have for protecting re- 
sources. ,, 

week, but already 
NASA has been hit by 
a preemptive budget 
strike. In a 16 Sep- 
tember letter to Con- 
gress, White House 
budget chief Richard 
Darrnan ruled that 
NASA may not col- 
lect a whoppbg $375 
million from the De- 
partment of Defense 
fbr the use of its com- 
munications satel- 
lites. This ke-for-ser- 
vice had been in- 
cluded as part of the 
Senate's plan for get- 
ting NASA through 
hard financial times. 
But when House 
Democrats com- 
plained that this ploy Antarctic studies willget someNavy dollars. 
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This means something else wil 
have to be sacrificed to k e e ~  
NASA afloat. No one can sa) 
yet what that will be. 

Darman's letter, meanwhile 
seems to hold out a promise ot 
relief to the National Sciencc 
Foundation (NSF) on a sirnila 
issue. AU summer, NSF has bcec 
the possibility that Darmar 
would not allow it to collea 
$105 million from the Navy f o ~  
expenses at the Antarctic re. 
search station, as planned in thc 
Senate bill. Darman's letter ap. 
proves $30 million for environ. 
mental cleanup and says thc 
rest is "a matter for executivt 
determination." He doesn't saj 
exactly what that "determina. 
tion" will be. NSF officials arc 
@describing it as a "not-yes/not 
non decision. 
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