
year) are acidic, compared with 14% of the 
Adirondack lakes (median wet sulfate loading 
of 29 kilograms per hectare per year) (5).  
Forest regrowth and other changes in land use 
also affect the acid-base chemistry of surface 
waters, but they cannot account for the ob- 
served pattern of recent acidification (6).  

Most of the acidic surface waters in low 
deposition areas (such as the Amazon's Rio 
Negro basin) in papers cited by Krug and 
Warnick are highly colored systems that would 
fit into our organic-dominated category (5).  
Acidic waters with low dissolved organic car- 
bon concentrations are rare in low deposition 
areas, occurring only in association with geo- 
logical sources of sulfate (for example, with 
geothermal springs or acid mine drainage) and 
possibly in conjunction with extreme marine 
salr influence (5).  

After 10 years of intensive acidification re- 
search, the conclusion that acidic deposition 
causes surface water acidification can scarcely 
be called "speculative." Regional chemical anal- 
ysis, paleolimnological studies, experimental 
watershed studies, and geochemical theory d 
support our conclusion that acidic deposition 
has caused acidification of many U.S. lakes and 
streams (7). 

L. A. BAKER 
Minnesota Water Resources Research Center, 
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Imagine my surprise to see a photograph of 
Louis Leakey in Sciencescope (16 Aug., p. 
727) captioned 'Would Richard Leakey have 
sided with the biologists or the social scien- 
tists?" If you really want to know what Richard 
thinks about anydung, just ask him. If, howev- 
er, you are referring to his famous father, who 
is deceased, the answer to the question is of 
course debatable. 

More to the point, Mary Leakey, Rich- 
ard's equally famous mother, is very much 
alive. Her views about the merits of a pro- 
posed National Science Foundation direc- 
torate for the social sciences are certainly as 
informed by experience and knowledge as 
those that Louis Leakey might have ex- 
pressed. 
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