
Insiclcrs are g~~essilig that tlic 
Stanford Linear Accelerator 
Laboratory (SLAC) and the 
Stanford Synchrotron Radiation 
Laboratory (SSRL), good neigh- 
bors for 18  years, may soon 
merge under pressure from the 
Department of Energy. 

DOE's argument goes like 
this: SLAC and SSRL share 
some of  the same facilities and 
must address many common 
environmental,  health, and 
safety concerns,  s o  why 
shouldn't Stanford University 
oversee the two labs under a 
single management contract? 
Stanford seems willing t o  con- 
cede the point but appears t o  be 
leaving the final decision t o  the 
labs themselves. 

The research leaders in both 
institutions see some advan- 
tages to merging. SLAC direc- 
tor Burton Richter says that "up 
until now, scientifically, [a 
merger] did n o t  make any 

sense." \\'hat's diffrrent, ex- 
plains Arthur Bienenstock, di- 
rector ofSSRL, is that the orga- 
nizations need each other's tal- 
ents t o  plan for new linear ac- 
celerators and a low-emittance 
synchrotron light source t o  be 
built after 2000. 

Despite this potential symme- 
try, the merger is far from settled. 
"Each group fears it will lose its 

On paper, the di- lg clep~ities-orie t o  
rector of the Office I oversee basic and 

unique identity," says Bienen- 
stock, who may have reason t o  
worry: SSRL's budget is a mere 
$15 million compared  t o  
SLAC's $140 million. 

of Energy Research applied research, a 
(OER) at the De- second t o  cover the 
partment of Energy management of the 
( D O E )  has l o n g  multipurpose na- 
doubled as science tional laboratories, 
adviser t o  the energy and a third t o  focus 
secretary. But few of on  R&D in DOE'S 
DOE'S past secretar- defense programs 
ies have fully ex- division. 
ploited the position. In addition, Hap- 
Now, a reorganization orches- per will take charge of  a new 
trated by Energy Secretary Office of Technology Utiliza- 
James Watkins is likely t o  make tion intended t o  develop and 
future D O E  science advisers far implement technology transfer 
more influential. policies across the agency. Sev- 

Science has learned tha t  era1 other O E R  offices will also 
Watkins intends to  elevate the be shuffled into the new science 
role of the science adviser within policy team. 
D O E  by beefing up an indepen- Most directors of D O E  labo- 
dent bureaucracy devoted t o  sci- ratories, who were asked t o  com- 
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In  an interview with Science, 
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