
verv economic and convenient. 1 
As inflation was going on, the person to 

whom I sold the Trabant sold it for 250,000 
zloty in 1987. It was 16 years old, plastic, 
and smoke-belching, but still not a "running 
gag." Of course, there were endless engine 
overhauls, new tires, batteries, and so forth, 
but a plastic body was eternal. I hope that 
someday "the Trabi problem" can be solved, 
but in the meantime I would like to correct 
the impression that no one has ever liked the 
Trabant. There was a time when we, the 
owners and the Trabant, had a lot of good 
times together. I 

KRY~TYNA KONOPKA 
6304 Shelter Creek Lane, 

San Bruno, CA 94066 

Na sphere sizestandards are calibrated in billionths of amef#@no- 
met $ rs) and are available in 22 sizes from 21 to 900nm-all traceable 
to the National Bureau of Standards. Nanospheres are part of our com- 
plete line of spherical particles from 0.02 to 2000 micrometers in 
diameter. They are used as standards for instrument calibration, quality 
control, filter checking, and in numerous biotechnology applications. At 
Duke Scientific-established in 1971-we have the expertise and re- 
sources to meet any of your requirements for microspheres and 
particles. Call us today for information. 

Duke Scientific 
. a e. Corporation 

1135D San Antonio Road, Palo Alto, CA 94303, Toll Free 
(800) 334-3883, in CA (415) 962-1100, Fax (415) 962-0718 

Circle No. 69 on Readers' Service Card 

Journal of Biological Chemistry and 
Protein Crystallization Papers 

In a recent letter (22 Mar., p. 1408), John 
Tainer stated that the Journal of Biological 
Chemistry has ceased publishing detailed 
protein crystallization papers. Tainer further 
implied that the reason for this was low 
citation frequency. This is not correct. The 
journal will be pleased to accept papers that 
give information on crystallization provided 
that they also contain sdcient  additional 
information such that the paper, as a whole, 
makes a substantive contribution to bio- 
chemistry. Citation frequency is not a con- 
sideration. A summary of journal policy on 
this matter follows: 

The editors of the Journal ofBwlogica1 Chemistry 
encourage authors to submit manuscripts report- 
ing new macromolecular structures by x-ray crys- 
tallographic methods. Reports of studies at all 
stages of structure analysis are welcome and will 
be considered on their own merits and on wheth- 
er they arc thought to M e r  significantly our 
understanding of biochemistry. However, in gen- 
eral, manuscripts that only describe conditions for 
crystallization of a macromolecule or the diffrac- 
tion attern and space group of the crystals are 
not gought to contain sdcient information to 
warrant publication in the journal. 

The editors of the Journal of Biological 
Chemistry hope that this statement corrects 
any misunderstanding regarding the accept- 
ability of crystallographic manuscripts in the 
journal. 

HERBERT TABOR 
Editor-In-Chd 

Journal of Biological Chemistry, 
9650 Rockville Pike, Bethesda, MD 20814 

Antinoise and Energy Expenditure 

Every new technology has a cost that is 
initially overlooked. Active noise control 
(Research News, 26 Apr., p. 508) reduces 
noise by destructive interference, "leaving 
behind nothing but silence." But it should 
be obvious that the sound energy does not 
vanish; application of antinoise could result, 
in some cases, in the expenditure of twice as 
much energy as the original noise. Some of 
this energy can go into heat, so it is ironic 
that one of the first applications of active 
noise control is to quiet air conditioner 
ducts. 

JOHN T. DURKIN 
Cephalon, Znc., 

145 Brandywane Parkway, 
West Chester, P A  19380 
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