Optical Crystallization Work

M. M. Burns, J.-M. Fournier, and J. A.
Golovchenko imply in their article of 17
August 1990 (p. 749) that optical crystalli-
zation of colloidal particles was their idea.
However, we clearly presented the idea of
optical crystallization of colloidal particles
and demonstrated the concept in a 1985
article (1) and believe that paper should have
been so cited. Additionally, our paper sug-
gested the quasicrystal stabilization demon-
strated by Burns et al.

We refute the implication of Burns et al.
that no previous optical crystallization work
had been done and that no optical work had
been done on interacting particle systems.
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Response: While not wishing to detract
from the very fine work of Chowdhury et al.
(which we did indeed cite), we must point
out that the second reference (1) in their
own paper contradicts the main claim of
priority in their letter.
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