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- - SATISFACTION GUARANTEED - - 

In the scientific world, 
"R &D" stands for Research 
and Development. It's an 
important part of your pro- 
fessional life. But when it 
comes to your personal life, 
"R & D" could stand for 
Responsibilities and Dreams. 
And in this day and age, it 
takes a lot of both to see a 
family through. 

That's why the American 
Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science makes the 
AAAS Term Life lnsurance 
Plan available to you. It's an 
easy and affordable way to 
protect your family's future. 
The Plan provides benefits 
that can be used to help with 
basic living expenses and can 
enable your family to follow 
through with the plans you 
made together. You can 
request up to $240,000 of 
coverage for yourself. And 
generous protection is 
available for your family too. 

Don't experiment with your 
family's financial security! 
Contact the Administrator of 
the AAAS Term Life lnsurance 
Plan today. We'll send a 
brochure and application right 
away. 
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AAAS Group lnsurance Program 
1255 23rd Street, N.W., Suite 300 
Washington, D.C. 20037 
Toll-Free: 1 800 424-9883 
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B Meson Lietime 

Please allow me comment on Gary 
Taubes' interesting and informative article 
about B factories (News & Comment, 22 
Mar., p. 1419) recalling important results 
from B physics. The MAC Collaboration at 
the Stanford Linear Accelerator published 
the first measurement of the B meson life- 
time (1). The publication alluded to by 
Taubes (2)  (the MARK I1 experiment) came 
later, confirming the surprisingly long life- 
time reported by MAC. 

LESLIE J. ROSENBERG 
Enrico Femzi Institute, 
University of Chicago, 

5640 South Ellis Avenue, 
Chicago, IL 60637 
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Erratum: In the report "Isolation of sequences that 
span the fragile X and identification of a fragile X-related 
CpG island" by D. Heia et al. (8 Mar., p. 1236), in the 
first line of figure 1 ("Chromosomal breakpointsn), 
PeCH should not have appeared. The breakpoint indi- 
cated corresponds to the APC5 cell line descr~bed by G. 
K. Suthers et al. [Am. J. Hum. Genet. 47, 187 (1990)l. 

Erratum: In Constance Holden's News & Comment 
article "Kuwait's unjust deserts: Damage m its desertsn 
(8 Mar., p. 1175), the second sentence of the fifth 
para raph should have read, "Any rock that has sat on 
the &ert for a long time develops a shiny 'desert varnish' 
of light-absorbing manganese and iron oxides." 

Off the press in 3 weeks: 

The Science Book Issue, 17 May 

Accounts of current book about Hal- 
ley the man and Halley the comet, the 
Lives and times of other scientists and 
other heavenly bodies, the dynasties 
of the Andes, and the biology of 
aging. Further consideration of gen- 
der in science and society, the role of 
history in comparative biology, and 
sociological questions about scientific 
truth. With information about rkcrk- 
ations scientfiues in France and 
thoughts about Florida, New York, 
and other nice places to visit. 
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