
genes relating to sex and the disease are 

sen has examined this 

about the transcripuon of gerk  
is protein; or so it was thought. 

In a study by Young et at., a transcrip- 
tion factor that is not protein but RNA 
has been identified (page 542). The 
heretical RNA factor assists the enzyme 
RNA polymerase I11 in its activity of 
transcribing class 111 genes of silk- 
worms. What will this discoverv reveal 

have'been unclear, including the  
of the receptor and the way in 
signals are transduced. Three 
this week provide new informa 
the role of the proto-oncogene pro 
Trk in NGF actions (pages 554, 
and 561). The potential significance 
these studies and of other recently pu 
lished data on NGF and Trk is discusse 

about the transcription process< Will it appropriate for their *old location, an 
alter understanding of how the tran- indication that an irreversible stage of 
scription machinery has evolved? How differentiation had been reached. This 
does a research laboratory discover type of study helps to fix both the time 
something this unexpected? And what, when cell fate is decided and the stages 
in fact, might the RNA be doing? These leading up to it, such as when an em- 
are some of the questions addressed in a bryonic cell is destined to become a 

eneric versus a specific rnotoneuron. 
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