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dreamed of building a twin to 
the world's largest optical tele- 
scope-the 10-meter Keck 
Telescope atop Hawaii's Mauna university's history, and, in addi- 
Kea-and now it looks as if that tion, will take a long, hard look 
dream could become a reality. at the overall fairness of its ten- 
The Keck Foundation and Cali- 
fornia astronomers have en- MIT agreed to these condi- 
listed NASA as a partner to help tions last week when it settled a 

0 
build and pay for one-third of bitter, 5-year legal battle with 
the second telescope-which, 
in conjunction with the first, technology who in 1984 was 
could produce ultra-high-reso- denied tenure in the university's 
lution images using a technique Science, Technology, and Soci- 
known as optical interferom- ety Program. Noble, in return, 

etry- dropped his demands for rein- 
In a letter to the Keck Foun- statement with full tenure and 

dation late last year, $1.5 million in damages. 
pressed its intent to contribute Both sides are claiming vic- 
about $40 million tory. Noble, now a tenured pro- 

fessor at Drexel 

tenure on po- 
litical grounds-in particular, for 
his vocal criticisms of MIT's cor- 
porate links. Noble is also 

Stanford's indirect cost im- February letter to Stanford attention of the Department of pleased that MIT will be forced 
broglio has escalated to new president Donald Kennedy. Justice for their determination to undertake a formal review of 
heights, with the university now Four days later he warned as to whether to open a criminal its tenure procedures, especially 
hcing not only accusations of Jknnedy in another letter that it investigation." the absence of any appeal pro- 
poor judgment, but a possible ' is a crime to obstruct federal Stanford spokesman Rich cess. Meanwhile, MIT is de- 
criminal investigation. audits. "[Slhould you not rec- h v s k y  denies that the univer- lighted that it has settled the suit 

Asimmering feud between the tltjr the impediments DCAA is sity is engaged in delay tactics; without reinstaw Noble, pay- 
university and government au- experiencing, and take action to he says Stanford wants to make ing damages, incurring the cost 
ditors erupted recently when assure they do not reoccur, I sure the data it gives DCAA are of a trial, or creating a legal 
investigators with the Defense plan to bring this matter to the current, accurate, and complete. precedent. 
Contract Audit Agency (DCAA) 
asked Stanford's operations and 
maintenance office for some 
energy cost records and were 
told the request had to be cleared 
by the controller's office. For the 
DCAA, which has chded at 
university rules limiting the free 
access to records and employees 
to which the agency says it is 
entitled, this action was the last 
straw. 

"These denial, delay, and de- 
mand tactics must cease at 
once," hmed DCAA branch 
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11 Stanford Feud with Auditor Could Lead to Criminal lnvestioation I 

A Noble Settlement 

m A seemingly innocuous-some would say, wtristleblwa protection has encouraged NSE 
ouercfue-revision of the def hition ,of scienEific to state this fsct expiidti).. 
misconduct proposed by thg National Science University ~fficials, however, who spoke pri- 
Foundation has research universities worried. In vately becatst their institutions had not formu- 
addition to "hbrkation, falsification, plagiarism, lated official p i t io r i s  on the matter, contend 
or other serious deviation frTm accepted p m -  the proposed definition is a "sloppy legal fbrmu- 
tices," NSF is planning to cI&i@ "retaliation of Iation" with potentially dangerous unintended 
any kind" against good faith whistleblowers as a consequencek-partic'~1arLy because such rerali- 
form of misconduct. ation can be &cult to identify. University of 

Philip Sunshine, an attorrit'y in the office of Chicago law professor Richard Epstein, for in- 
NSF2s inspector general, says@? proposed revi- stance, argue that such a guideline can confer 
$ion is Ytechnkitl in nature," since such retalia- "perfect i&unity from adverse actions" on 

1 tioo has always implicitly been considered mis- individuals who make "strategic" charges of mis- 
conduct. He adds that congrgr~ional interest in conduct. ; 
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