Keck 2 May See the Light

M Astronomers have long
dreamed of building a twin to
the world’s largest optical tele-
scope—the 10-meter Keck
Telescope atop Hawaii’s Mauna
Kea—and now it looks as if that
dream could become a reality.
The Keck Foundation and Cali-
fornia astronomers have en-
listed NASA as a partner to help
build and pay for one-third of
the second telescope—which,
in conjunction with the first,
could produce ultra-high-reso-
lution images using a technique
known as optical interferom-
etry.

In a letter to the Keck Foun-
dation late last year, NASA ex-
pressed its intent to contribute
about $40 million toward Keck
2, perhaps as early as fiscal year
1993. In exchange for the
agency’s donation, NASA-
funded astronomers would get
about one-sixth of the viewing
time on the two telescopes.
There are still a few caveats. For
one thing, the Keck Founda-
tion, the California Institute of
Technology, and the University
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The soon-to-be-completed Keck 1 telescope on Mauna Kea.

of California, who split the cost
of Keck 1, must provide the
remaining $80 million needed
to build Keck 2. NASA also
must be convinced that the
radical segmented mirror de-
sign used on Keck 1 really
works.

But NASA astronomer
Jurgen Rahe is optimistic. The
first measurements coming

from Keck 1 are “excellent,” he
says, adding that he is “person-
ally convinced” NASA will
come up with the money. So is
a spokesperson for the Califor-
nia Association for Research in
Astronomy, which coordinates
the science on Keck 1. Next
stop? The Office of Manage-
ment and Budget—and then
Congress.

Stanford Feud with Auditor Could Lead to Criminal Investigation

M Stanford’s indirect cost im-
broglio has escalated to new
heights, with the university now
facing not only accusations of
poor judgment, but a possible
criminal investigation.

A simmering feud between the
university and government au-
ditors erupted recently when
investigators with the Defense
Contract Audit Agency (DCAA)
asked Stanford’s operations and
maintenance office for some
energy cost records and were
told the request had to be cleared
by the controller’s office. For the
DCAA, which has chafed at
university rules limiting the free
access to records and employees
to which the agency says it is
entitled, this action was the last
straw.

“These denial, delay, and de-
mand tactics must cease at
once,” fumed DCAA branch
manager Joseph Riden in a 28

February letter to Stanford
president Donald Kennedy.
Four days later he warned
Kennedy in another letter that it
is a crime to obstruct federal
audits. “[S]hould you not rec-
tify the impediments DCAA is
experiencing, and take action to
assure they do not reoccur, I
plan to bring this matter to the
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attention of the Department of
Justice for their determination
as to whether to open a criminal
investigation.”

Stanford spokesman Rich
Kurovsky denies that the univer-
sity is engaged in delay tactics;
he says Stanford wants to make
sure the data it gives DCAA are
current, accurate, and complete.

A Noble Settlement

B The Massachusetts Institute
of Technology will soon have to
open its files on one of the most
contentious tenure fights in the
university’s history, and, in addi-
tion, will take a long, hard look
at the overall fairness of its ten-
ure procedures.

MIT agreed to these condi-
tions last week when it settled a
bitter, 5-year legal battle with
David Noble, a historian of
technology who in 1984 was
denied tenure in the university’s
Science, Technology, and Soci-
ety Program. Noble, in return,
dropped his demands for rein-
statement with full tenure and
$1.5 million in damages.

Both sides are claiming vic-
tory. Noble, now a tenured pro-
fessor at Drexel

University, says
he’s happy that
the records in
his case will be
made public,
since he claims
they will show
he was denied

Rodison Geary
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tenure on po-

litical grounds—in particular, for
his vocal criticisms of MIT’s cor-
porate links. Noble is also
pleased that MIT will be forced
to undertake a formal review of
its tenure procedures, especially
the absence of any appeal pro-
cess. Meanwhile, MIT is de-
lighted that it has settled the suit
without reinstating Noble, pay-
ing damages, incurring the cost
of a trial, or creating a legal
precedent.
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