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vanccd Tactical Fighter. In contrast, the Pcn- 
tagon's basic and applied research programs 
would not even keep pace with intlation. 

rn Space program. In spite of  a series of  
hydrogen leaks in the shuttle tleet and the 
embarrassing tlaws in the mirror of the 
Hubble Space Telescope, NASA hasn't fallen 
from favor with the Administration. Its pro- 
posed budget o f$15 .7  billion is 13.6%) high- 
er than Congress appropriated kir this year. 

T h e  space agency's most  prominent  
project, the space station, would get only a 
modest increase, howevcr, rctlccting the fact 
that Congress cut its budget last year and 
asked NASA t o  scale down the design. The 
redesign should be completed in about 1 
month's tinie, says NASA Administrator 
&chard Truly. Rut space science would get  
a hefty 21% increase, t o  $2.1 billion. Says 

research project gr,lnts (see table below). 
This would allow the agency t o  f ~ ~ n d  a total 
o f  2 1,818 project grants next year, including 
5,785 competing grants-the same number 
as this year. Though that is almost 1,000 
more co~npe t ing  grants than were fi~nded last 
year, it's still well below the level o f  a few 
years ago, when N I H  was h n d i n g  more than 
6 ,000 new grants a year. 

It's a similar story in the Alcohol, Drug 
Abuse, and Mental Health Administration 
(ADAMHA).  The agency's research budget 
is set t o  increase by nearly 8%, t o  $1.065 
billion. That would be enough t o  support a 
total o f  2473  research project grants, an 
increase o f  just 3 3  over this year. 

The  Administration is also proposing only 
a modest 5% increase in research o n  AIDS, 
which would bring the total t o  $1.185 billion. 

budget's The Ad 
Hoc Group for Medical 
Research Funcling, a co- 
alition of  150  oreani 

. .. 
rn Department o f  Energy. Some re- 

searchers who  rely o n  D O E  for h n d s  may 
also feel less than enthusiastic. T h o u g h  
DOE'S basic research budget is slated t o  
grow from $2.31 billion t o  $2.67 billion, 
increases proposed for the SSC and other 
high-energy physics programs account for 
the lion's share of  this increase. Support for 
basic energy sciences and biological and envi- 
ronmental research, in contrast, would hold 
steady or  decline. 

The $533 million nronosed for the SSC 

The  fusion program continues t o  limp 
along. The  proposed budget o f  $337 million 
looks like a big increase from this year's 
funding, but in fact it would d o  little more 
than restore a $50-million cut that Congress 
made last year. Research and development 
will be continued on  the next big machine, 
the Burning Plasma Experiment, but as yet 
D O E  has made n o  firm commitment t o  build 
it. Watkins confirmed that D O E  is now seek- 
ing international contributions t o  the ma- 
chine. D O E  is also now firnily committed t o  
talung part with Japan, the Soviet Union, and 
the European Community in the next stage 
of  the International Thermonuclear Experi- 
mental Reactor Project, Watkins said. 

rn Defense R&D. Engineers who  depend 
o n  Pentagon h n d s  should be happy. In spite 
o f  all the talk last year of  a "peace dividend" 

', 
za t ions ,  p u t  o u t  a 

, L 

next year would enable construction o f  the 
first segment of  the tunnel t o  begin by the 
end o f  1992.  According t o  Energy Secretary 
Watkins, D O E  is estimating the total cost of  
the project at  $8.25 billion, which is at the 
low end of  four cost estimates the depart- 
ment received last summer. The  target date 
for completing the project is 1999.  

BUILDINGS 8 FACILITIES 61 169 -65 

ALL OTHER 555 582 561 -21 

TOTAL 13.507 14.269 14 632 t363 

Leading the way is the Strategic Defense 
Initiative. Though Congress slashed SDI's 
budget last year t o  about $ 3  billion, $800 
million below the amount spent in 1990, the 
Administration has come right back with a 
request for some $4.7 billion for 1992 (in- 
cluding $140 million in SDI-related pro- 
grams funded by the Department o f  Energy). 
But this expanded defense R & D  budget be- 
lies a dramatically shrunken mission for the 
program. SDI  is being redirected away from 
President Reagan's vision of  an astrodome 

Leonard Fisk, associate 
administrator for space 
science and  appl ica-  
tions, however, "This is 
basically a run-out  o f  
what was proposed and 
approved last year." 

rn National Science 
Foundation.  NSF's 
proposed $2.72-billion 
budget includes a 16% 
increase for  research 
and  related activities 
and a 21% increase for 
science education pro- 

T h e  reason fo r  t h e  
slowdown after several 
years o f  rapid growth, 
said Health Secretary 
Louis W.  Sullivan, is 
that "our research sci- 
entists tell 11s that there 
is n o  area of  [AIDS] 
research that is going 
unfunded." 

Biomedical research 
lobbyists lost n o  time in 
attaclung the Adniini- 
s t ra t ion 's  proposals .  
Within hours  o f  t he  

grams. Ever). director- 
ate w o ~ r l d  get a per- 
c e n t a g e  inc rease  in  
double figures, 

SOURCE Ueparfilient ot Heal th  and Hunlan S e w l c e s  

- 
defense against a massive nuclear attack t o  a 
system capable of  knoclung down only a 
handful o f  missiles, such as might be launched 
by accident, in a limited strike, o r  by a Third 
World country. 

Other  big winners in the military R&D 
budget are the development and testing of  
specific weapons systems such as the Ad- 

NIH Budget 
BUDGET AUTHORITY 

(dollar amueCI ~n rni~~~ons) 
~ 

1990 1941 1992 Change 
Proposed 

4,180 4,498 4.893 +395 RESEARCH-PRaJECT.-.GR!WTSTSTS . -  . . ~ - .  - - 

( N U M B E R )  (20.281) (21,186) (21.818) (+632) 
. .. - ~ ~~ ~ .. . - 

lNTRAMUR,fL RESEARCH 860 925 988 t63 
-~ - .  

286 RESEARCH TRAINING 306 315 t9 

CENTERS 
. .~ 

633 71 3 746 t33 

R 8 D  568 615 646 t31 

RESEARCH MANAGEMENT A N D  SUPPORT 343 371 427 t56 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 90 98 95 -3 

T h e  f o u n d a t i o n  is 
statement contending a l so  asking for  $ 5 0  

money ($23 .5  million) t o  begin construc- 
tion o f  the Laser Interferometry Gravita- 
tional Wave Observatory, a project that 
Congress turned down last year. 

In  1988 ,  the  Reagan Administration 
backed a plan t o  double NSF's budget by 
fiscal 1992.  T h e  goal receded when C o n -  
gress cut  the foundation's budget requests 
in the late 1980s.  Bernthal optimistically 
notes, however, that if this request were 
fully h n d e d ,  doubling could be achieved by 
1994 .  

Now,  as this budge t  makes its way 
through Capitol Hill, the question for the 
scientific community is: By the time it finally 
emerges next fall, will the grin remain o r  
only a wry smile? rn COLIN NORMAN 

million t o  launch a new program t o  provide 
h n d s  t o  universities on  a matching basis t o  
purchase instruments in the $100,000 t o  $2 
million range. And it is again requesting 

that the proposed biomedical research bud- 
get would "fall substantially below the levels 
required t o  exploit the scientific opportuni- 
ties that are currently apparent." 

With reporting by David P. Hamilton, 
Eliot Marshall, and Joseph Palca 

from the collapse of  the Warsaw Pact and the 
diminished military threat fiom the Soviet 
Union, the Administration is proposing a 
hefty increase in h n d s  for defense R&D.  
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