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"Garbage Man" Wins AAAS do. But we learned how to explain things so our 

Public Understanding Award serious results would be reported." 
Rathje speaks before school audiences and on 

"It's not always my choice," says University of radio and television programs, and he has writ- 
Arizona archeologist William Rathje about his ten for such publications as the Atlantic 
popularity with the press. In fact, says the 1991 Monthly. 
winner of the AAAS/Westinghouse Award for "I think it's extremely important to commu- 

In Brief Public Understanding of Science and Technol- nicate the results ofscientific work," says Rathje. 
ogy, "I spend an awhl lot of time trying "It shows people that money spent on science 

Organizers of the AAAS the media so I can get my work done." really has some payoff and relevance to their 
Pacific Division's annual meet- Rathje caught the media's imaginati 
ing (23 to 27 June in Logan, mid-1970s when he began systematically study- Funded by the Westinghouse Foundation, 
Utah) are calling for papers. ing fksh garbage in order to understand the true the award comes with a $2500 prize and recog- 
The deadline for abstracts is 31 scope of t h ~  tion's solid r problem. By nizes s and engineers who have helped 
March. For more information, r - write to: Pacitic Division AAAS, 
California Academy of Sciences, 
Golden Gate Park, San Fran- 
cisco, CA 941 18. 

Groups of three AAAS Fel- 
lows may nominate other 
AAAS m e m h  fbr election as 
Fellows. (At least one of the 
three sponsors must be unaf6l- 
iated with the nominee's institu- 
tion.) Fellows are those AAAS 
members who have distin- 
guished themselves on behalf of 
science. 

Nomination forms are avail- 
able from the AAAS executive 
office: 1333 H Street, NW, 
Washington, DC 20005; 202- 
326-6635. The deadline is 7 
June. In addition, the Directory 
of AAAS Fellows is available 
from AAAS Books, P.O. Box 
753, Waldorf, MD 20604 
(member price: $9.95, prepaid). 

The first Robert C. Barn- 
ard Environmental Science 
and E n g i n e g  ~ o ~ h i p  Numa to speak at $3000 stipend. who has collaborated with 
winners were announced 19 AAAS Meeting Ion channels are a hot topic. Numa. "Calcium channels, for 
December 1990 at the 10-year Until recently, not much was example, are critical to such 
anniversary celebration of the Shosaku Numa, the molecular known about the structure of things as hypertension and cer- 
AAAS Environmental Science neurobiologist who pioneered these proteins, which control the tain effects of stroke." 
and Engineering Fellowship the use of genetic engineering movement of ions across the Sessions at the 16 to 18 Febru- 
program. The $3000 scholar- techniques in the study of ion surfice of nerve membranes and ary seminar wiU indude: 
ship goes to an outstanding channels, will be the plenary play a key role in exciting the A look at the changes that 
Environmental fellow. speaker at a 3-day seminar on nervous system into action. occur in neurons during devel- 

Sharing the 1990 prize are neuroscience at the 1991 AAAS But that was before Numa opment and learning; 
Luz Claudio of the Albert annual meeting (14 to 19 Febru- and his colleagues learned how insights into offiction and 
Fiiustein College of Medicine for ary) in Washington, D.C. to done certain ion channels, taste; and 
her analysis of the current state Numa's 16 February talk on enabling them to study the the molecular basis of such 
of in vitro testing in neurotoxi- the function of neurotransmit- proteins in much greater detail. diseases as Alzheimer's disease. 
cology, and Linda Kinkel of Al- ter receptors and ion channels "Ion channels are instnunen- There is a separate registration 
cyon Environmental, a private will be the 199 1 John P. tal in many kinds of therapeutic fke for the seminar in addition to 
consulting firm, for her research McGovern Award Lecture in the interventions," says Kurt Beam, the annual meeting fee. Contact 
into the impact of wetlands loss Behavioral Sciences, an annual a neurobiologist at Colorado Michelle Garnes,AAAS meetings 
on nongarne birds. 9 AAAS honor that comes with a State University in Fort C o h s  office, 202-326-6440. 9 




