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Congress to Help 
Rebuild Mouse Lab 

Congress has included $15 
million in an appropriations bill 
for the Department of Health 
and Human Services to rebuild 
the Jackson Laboratory in Bar 
Harbor, Maine. 

The hcility suffered a devas- 
tating fire and the loss of mil- 
lions of specially bred mice last 
May, and lab officials have esti- 
mated that it will cost $25 mil- 
lion to rebuild. 

Congress decided to help out 
after a panel, established by 
NIH and headed by Texas at- 
torney Robert E. Mitchell, af- 
firmed last month that the lab is 
a "unique national resourcen 
and recommended it be rebuilt 
within 2 years. However, the 
panel said the government 
should not be expected to cover 
all the costs; the lab should also 
seek money from other public 
and private sources. 

Layoffs Begin at 
Research Labs 

Some government labora- 
tories have begun issuing pink 
slips to technical staff because 
of Gramm-Rudman-Hollings 
budget cutbacks. The across- 
the-board reductions kicked in 
automatically last month when 
Congress and the Administra- 
tion failed to agree on how to 
bring the federal deficit below 
$1 10 billion in fiscal year 1990, 
which began on 1 October. 

Hardest hit to date may have 
been the Department of Ener- 
gy's magnetic conlinement h- 
sion research program. The 
Princeton Plasma Physics Lab- 
oratory, managed by Princeton 
University, has dismissed 42 
engineers and technicians. Gen- 
eral Atomics, a San Dieg* 
based wmpany that operates 
the DIII-D tokamak for DOE, 
has let 35 workers go. Some 
fusion workers at Oak Ridge 
National Laboratory also may 
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1 explanation for the dismal 

ence activities." 
The NSF budget for uni- 

versity chemistry research 
should be doubled by 1993 and 
the annual budget of the Sci- 
ence and Engineering Educa- 
tion directorate should be 
hiked to $600 million. 

Advanced study by females 
and minorities should be en- 
wuraged through facilitated 
child care, forgiveable educa- 
tion loans, and flexible dead- 
l ies  for obtaining a degree. 

lose their jobs if the budget 
crisis is not resolved soon. 

High-energy physics labora- 
tones are also scrambling to 
figure out how to cope with 
less. At Fermi National Acceler- 
ator Laboratory, officials are 
trying to figure out whether 
they can avoid laying off people 
by sharply cutting back running 
time for experiments. 

Some of this pain can still be 
removed, say congressional 
aides, who believe there's still a 
good chance that Congress and 
President Bush will agree on a 
way to hold the federal deficit 
to $1 10 billion without cutting 
funds that Congress has already 
appropriated. 

ACS Wei hs in on t Science ucation 
Representative Doug Wal- 

gren (SPA),  chairman of the 
House science research and 
technology subcommittee, 
might have been a chemist rath- 
er than a politician if he hadn't 

NaMsco Chips in 
$30 Million 

had such a discburaging intro- 
duction to chemistry in the 
10th grade. "I missed out when 
the atomic table was not pre- 
sented to me in a way that I 
could understand." 

The sorry state of science 
education for today's young 
Doug Walgrem-and particu- 
larly their female, black, and 
Hispanic counterpa-was 
aired once again recently, this 
time at a Capitol Hill briefing 
staged by the American Chemi- 
cal Society. 

The ACS was publicizing its 
new report, "Education Poli- 
cies for National Survival," 
which contains ideas for im- 
proving chemistry education 
from elementary school 
through college and beyond. 
Among the recommendations: 

All aspiring elementary 
school teachers should take at 
least three semesters of labora- 
tory-based science. 

Chemistry should be 
taught at every p d i g h  school 
grade, as well as kindergarten, 
including "safe, hands-on sci- 

Many hope the recent an- 
nouncement by RJR Nabisco 
Inc. will prove a sign of in- 
creased corporate involvement 
in public education. The com- 
pany is creating a $30-million 
fund to promote reforms in ele- 
mentary and secondary schools. 
The money will be distributed 
as a n n d  grants of up to 
$250,000 over 3 years to about 
60 schools around the country. 

The program, called "Next 
Century Schools," is designed 
to encourage "risk taking," ac- 
cording to the company's CEO 
Louis V. Gerstner. Innovative 
plans are sought from appli- 
cants nationwide in all areas of 
adminimation. academics. and 
educational t;chnology. ' The 
criteria for awarding grants will 
include the ~romise of im- 
proved student performance; 
wmmitment to reform on the 
part of parents, teachers, and 
the community; and plans for 
sustaining changes in the long 
term. 

North Carolina. where sever- 
al of the wmpan$s subsidiaries 
are located (RJR stands for 
R. J. Reynolds), will be the ini- 
tial beneficiary of Nabisco lar- 
gesse. The first 15 grants are to 
be awarded next spring. Selec- 
tions will be made bv a 17- 
member board chaiied by 
Gersmer and peopled by vari- 
ous governors and education 
officials, including American 
Federation of Teachers presi- 
dent Albert Shanker. 

Some cynics see the RJR Na- 
bisco program as part of a strat- 
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The Chinese government 
was apparently expecting more 
trick than treat when the U.S. 
embassy in Beijing threw a Hal- 
loween bash last month. A 
crowd of Chinese army soldiers 
scrutinized the costumed, 
masked guests as they made 
their way to and from the eve- 
ning party at the embassy. Sol- 
diers wieldedAK-47s andother 
weapons and surrounded the 
compound's long wall, accord- 
ing to press accounts and other 
sources. 

What does this have to do 
with science? The Chinese were 
worried that astrophysicist 
Fang Lizhi and his physicist 
wife Lu Shuxian, who took ref- 
uge in the U.S. embassy in 
June, might escape incognito. 

Fang and Lu apparently 
didn't attend the party. But the 
People's Army couldn't have 
known that. What if the couple 
had chosen to appear as Thom- 
as Paine and the Statue of Lib- 
erty? And then to disappear 
through the gates and into the 
night? 

egy by tobacco companies to 
bolster their worsening image. 
But one thing is certain: the 
only comparable corporate pro- 
gram is said to be one launched 
last summer by General Electric 
to the tune of $20 million of- 
fered over 10 years. 

Megaprow Under 
Review at OSTP 

D. Allan Bromley, President 
Bush's science adviser, said last 
week that his office is about to 
launch a review of the cost and 
timing of the megaprojects be- 
gun by the Reagan Administra- 
tion. They include the Super- 
conducting Super Wider ,  the 
Space Station, the Human Ge- 
nome Project, and the National 
Aerospace Plane. 

"It is quite clear that all of 
them cannot be continued in 
parallel . . . because we simply 
do not have the funds," Brom- 
ley told a meeting of the Wash- 
ingmn, D.C., Science Writers' 
Association in his first megaen- 
counter with the press since 
taking on his new job. 'We are 
going to have some phasing, if 
in fact we are going to continue 
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with them all," continued 
Bromley, "so we are going to 
have to engage in a very diffi- 
cult process of priority-setting 
of trying to get the maximum 
research that we can from the 
money the Congress can make 
available to us. I don't know yet 
how that's going to come out. 
It is a pracess that is just getting 
under way.' 

Asked whether he would 
seek to shifi funds from defense 
to civilian R&D, now that 
Cold War tensions have less- 
ened, Bromley replied: "The 
answer is 'Yes.' " Bromley not- 
ed that under the Reagan Ad- 
ministration, the Pentagon's 
share of the total federal R&D 
budget ballooned from one- 
half to two-thirds. What he 
would like to see-and he had 
apparently just delivered this 
message to Secretary of De- 
fense Dick Cheney-is a major 
shift in the ratio of Pentagon 
spending on research versus 
weapons development and test- 
ing. Currently, he said, only 
about 8% goes to R&D as it is 
usually defined. 

Finally, Bromley promised to 
be more accessible to the press 
in the future. Because of the 
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pressure of work, he said he's 
been hard to reach. All the re- 
porters except one (Science, 13 
October, p. 203) seemed to 
agree. 

M~~ Plan& picks a 
Lawyer as Leader 

A professor of law has been 
elected head of Germany's Max 
Planck Society, the largest re- 
search organization in Germa- 
ny outside the universities. 
Hans F. Zacher, specialist in 
international welfare law, is the 
first nonscientist to preside 
over the society in its 41-year 
history. Its annual budget of 
DM1.74 billion (about $945 
million) is dismbuted among 
67 institutes, most of them 
dedicated to science. How will 
they Fare under a welfare law- 
yer? 'The election ofa research- 
er who is not a scientist is ex- 
traordinary," said the society's 
spokesman Michael Globig, 
but scientists need not fear for 
their finances. Zacher sees one 
of his tasks as an effort to cure 
the schizophrenia of German 
society, which has high 
hopes-and equally acute 
f-f science. 
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