
tion. Edelman's exam~les tend not to dem- 
onstrate what usually comes to mind when 
the two words are used together following 
an invocation of Charles Darwin-who in- 
vented group selection as a striking excep- 
tion (much debated by contemporary socio- 
biologists) to the usual rule that natural 
selection acts only on individuals and their 
progeny: 

It must not be forgotten that . . . a high standard 
of morality gives but a slight or no advantage to 
each individual man and his children over the 
other men of the same tribe. . . . [But a tribe 
whose members] were always ready to aid one 
another, and to sacrifice themselves for the com- 
mon good, would be victorious over most other 
tribes; and this would be natural selection. At all 
times throughout the world tribes have supplant- 
ed other tribes; and as morality is one important 
element in their success, the standard of morality 
[will rise by natural selection] [The Descent of 
Man]. 

If one looks carefully, Edelman's more gen- 
eral theory usually .encompasses both-the 
Darwinian two-step and this type of group- 
qua-group selection-but both tend to ' = 

missing from the examples on which biolo- 
gists will likely focus their attention. 

It is very easy to pick out an unphysiologi- 
cal assumption or unfulfilled prediction (my 
grumble is about assuming shunting rather 
than subtractive inhibition in cerebral cor- 
tex) in a work with the breadth and depth of 
Neural Danvinkm. On such a pretext,many 
readers will rationalize laying this admitted- 
ly difficult book aside, unfinished. Yet those 
\;ho persevere may come away feeling, 'The 
brain really could work that way," not only 
because Edelman's assumptions are usually 
close-to-physiological but because he frames 
the issues in ways that have been repeatedly 
successful, in stochastic and Darwinian con- 
texts, in revealing emergent properties. If 
you are concerned with the questions Edel- 
man addresses, this book may well be worth 
your time. 

WILLIAM H. CALVIN 
Biology Prog-ram, 

University of Wmhing-ton, 
Seattle, WA 98195 

The Rise of Objectivism 

Sociology and Sclentism. The American Quest 
for Objectivity, 1880-1940. ROBERT C. BANNIS- 
TER. University of North Carolina Press, Chapel 
Hill, 1987. x, 301 pp. $29.95. 

Robert C. Bannister has written a fasci- 
nating book about an episode in the history 
of American sociology and social thought, 
providing both an account of one strand in 
the history of American intellectual life and a 

tale of passion and politics, of how men 
strive to shape their worlds out of the social 
resources available to them. Throughout 
Socwlog-y and Scientkm, Bannister's goal is to 
understand the history of objectivism in 
American sociology. He examines its vari- 
ous meanings and how they changed, em- 
phasizing, at different times, subject matter, 
methods, scientist. He considers the grow- 
ing centrality of statistics in research meth- 
odology and in sociology in general. And he 
explores the process by which a discipline 
whose original self-definition emphasized a 
concern with social reform increasingly dis- 
tanced itselffrom it. It is these developments 
that Bannister calls "scientism." 

Sociolog-y and Scientirnz recounts two relat- 
ed developments: the engagement of sociol- 
ogy in the "major reorientation of American 
thought that centered in the years between 
1907 and the outbreak of the First World 
War, when a language of 'efficiency' and 
'social control' gradually eclipsed the hu- 
manitarian, moralistic rhetoric of earlier re- 
formers" (p. 5) and the obsession with 
method that consumed sociologists between 
the two world wars. Focusing on seven men 
whose lives span the first two generations 
of American social science, Bannister con- 
structs a richlv detailed stow of the intersec- 
tion of these men's personal, professional, 
and intellectual lives. 

Of the first generation, those who became 
prominent before the First World War, Ban- 
nister considers (i) Lester Ward (1839- 
1913), the acknowledged founder of Ameri- 
can sociology, who spent most of his profes- 
sional life in institutions such as the Bureau 
of Statistics and the Smithsonian, accepting 
a chair at Brown University near the end of 
his career only; (ii) Franklin Henry Gid- 
dings (1855-1929), whose sociological ca- 
reer was spent primarily at Columbia Uni- 
versity, where he was particularly important 
in preaching the value of statistics to the 
second generation of American sociologists; 
(iii) William Graham Sumner (1840-1909) 
at Yale University, whose Folkways provided 
the theoretical justification for the move 
toward objectivism among the second gen- 
eration; and (iv) Albion Small (1854-1926) 
of the University of Chicago, chair of the 
first department of sociology in the United 
States and editor of the first sociological 
journal, the American Journal of ~ocioj~y.  
Each of these men was of central importance 
in the history of American social thought 
and in establishing the institutions associat- 
ed with it from the late 19th and into the 
first decades of the 20th century. 

Among the second generation of sociolo- 
gists, Bannister focuses on three differing 
proponents of scientism: (i) Luther Lee 
Bernard (1881-1951), the peripatetic (hav- 

ing taught at the universities of Florida, 
Missouri, Minnesota, and North Carolina, 
Cornell, and Tulane, among other places) 
and rebellious leader of the dissident sociol- 
ogists whose struggle to establish his version 
of a "scientific" sociology is a central politi- 
cal drama in Sociology and Scientism; (ii) F. 
Stuart Chapin (1888-1974), a student of 
Giddigs's at Columbia, an unabashed ad- 
vocate of strict technical thinking in sociolo- 
gy and influential in shaping the Depart- 
ment of Sociology at the University of Min- 
nesota, which he long chaired; and (iii) 
William Fielding Ogburn (1886-1959), 
also a Giddings student and the most profes- 
sionally successful of the interwar objectiv- 
ists, whose career was spent primarily at 
Columbia University (1919-1927) and the 
University of Chicago (1927-195 1). 

With a confidence that reflects his broad 
historical knowledge, Bannister places each 
man in the relevant context of historical 
events and institutions-the growing new 
universities and professionalized graduate 
training programs, the First World War and 
the political upheavals associated with it, the 
rise of Marxism and the Russian Revolu- 
tion, the growth of giant monopolies and 
the Great Depression of the 1930s-as well 
as in relation to each other, operating as they 
did in a professional world much smaller 
than our own. The picture that emerges is a 
richly textured web of social and intellectual 
connections. 

Bannister resists any single explanation 
for the rise of objectivism, arguing that it 
reflected the convergence of many factors 
that shaped American academic culture from 
the 1910s through the 1930s: "a growing 
sense of social fragmentation and the ab- 
sence of common values and standards in 
the late Progressive Era . . . a rejection and 
secularization of nineteenth-century Ameri- 
can Protestantism" (p. 233), the profession- 
alization of scholarship, "the institutional- 
ization and specialization of sociological 
scholarship, first within the university and 
later within foundation-sponsored insti- 
tutes" (p. 234), political pressures, and indi- 
vidual personalities. But the list of expla- 
natory factors is ultimately unsatisfying, 
reflecting the inadequacy of Bannister's 
theoretical work while, simultaneously, 
demonstrating his extensive scholarship. 

Bannister is successful at moving beyond 
the constraints imposed by the dichot6mies 
of intellectual content vs. social context that 
dominated earlier debates in intellectual his- 
tory and the sociology of knowledge. He 
views ideas as the socially constructed prod- 
ucts of intellectual actors who pursue goals 
within particular historical contexts. But 
these actors have yet to be seen as gen- 
dered-as men and women, although most- 
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ly men-and to have that fact recognized as 
important for understanding their behavior. 
Although his biographies document the im- 
pact of personal life on the intellectual ac- 
uons he-describes, Bannister does not sys- 
tematically incorporate that insight into h ~ s  
explanations of changes in sociological 
thinking. Yet his account strongly suggests 
that it was not personality in general but 
rather the particulars of gender relarions- 
the problem of achieving manhood under 
changing historical conditions and relations 
with women (be they mothers, wives, or 
lovers)-that are important for understand- 
ing the history of scientistic thought in 
American sociology. 

Bannister's attention to the ~ersonal lives 
of the men he studies raises issues that have 
been debated in recent feminist scholarship 
on science. Yet this perspective, and its 
contributions, go unrecognized in Sociology 
and Scienthm. For all its strengths, then, the 
book falters in integrating personal life into 
the explanations of why American sociologi- 
cal thinking changed as and when it did. But 
even with this limitation, this is a book to be 
read with profit by anyone interested in the 
history of American scientific thought and 
intellectual life. 

BARBARA LASLETT 
Department of Socwlo~~y, 
University ofMinnesota, 

Minneapolh, MN 55455 
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Editions. 
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