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We thank Mangelsdorf et al. for rais-
ing the problem of pore water convec-
tion. We also feel that site-specific stud-
ies should be done when (or if) candidate
areas are actually selected, perhaps in
the time frame of the late 1980’s. Their
additional site selection criterion has
been added to our list.

Furthermore, we continue to caution
against advocating the subseabed dispos-
al concept until these and other scientific
questions are put to rest. Our effort is
very young, as compared to other waste
isolation schemes, and very little money,
comparatively, has been allocated to this
program. Our chief concern is that the
concept will not be allowed to stand, or
fail, on its technical merits, or discrepan-
cies, because of the tremendous inertia
built into other waste disposal projects
and because of the standard bureaucratic
paradigm: nothing erodes the public’s
confidence in a waste disposal project
faster than the study of viable alterna-
tives.

We continue to stress that ours is not
an alternative; rather it is one other
geologic isolation concept that may or
may not be the nth repository after a
continental rock has been chosen as a
first repository. We agree that a land-
based option should be pursued to com-
pletion, and we do feel that there will be
a need for more than one repository.

We view the issue of waste isolation in
a regionally strategic perspective. We
would like to see that this concept gets
fair and open peer-reviewed critique. We
also believe that other concepts should
be similarly judged. Public confidence
in the decision-making process cannot
be achieved without such intercompari-
sons.

CHARLES D. HOLLISTER
Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution,
Woods Hole, Massachusetts 02543

Erratum: In the report ** Abnormal glutamate me-
tabolism in an adult-onset degenerative neurological
disorder”” by Andreas Plaitakis et al. (9 Apr., p.
193}, the identification number of the grant from the
National Institutes of Health Division of Research
Resources [(15), p. 196] is misprinted. It should read
RR-71.
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Scientists who are leaders in their field and who
get to reap the rewards of their achievements are
among Nature’s most eager readers.

And they are renewing their subscriptions to
Nature in record numbers.

If, like them, you keep searching for ways to
speed up your research, or if you're looking for
advancement where you work, or are thinking of
moving on to something more stimulating, how
can you afford to be without your own personal
subscription to Nature?

It's the most certain and consistent way to get
the research results, news, opinion, and analysis
you need, while they're still fresh and can be
applied most usefully to your own work.

With your own Nature, you'll be well ahead of
the monthly journals whose reports often lag a
year or more behind ours. And there isn't a
science weekly anywhere that covers research
developments in as many parts of the world, as
fully and authoritatively, as Nature does.

The good news is that we've cut Nature's
personal subscription rate in half and, to topit off,
if you subscribe for a full year, we'll send you,
free, a copy of Nature's new, annual Directory of
Biologicals. Planned for fall 1982, the Directory
will be the first truly worldwide buyers’ guide to
biological products. It will be available only to
yearly subscribers (or, for $45, to buyers of the
hardcover version, in bookstores).

A personal subscription to Nature has never
been more attractive. We urge you to clip and
mail the coupon today. For credit-card orders
only, call toll-free now, 24 hrs/day, any day:
(800) 824-7888 Ask for Operator 130.

In California; (800) 852-7777.
Ask for operator 130.
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