
prices. 
You know Bcckmon quality 
is in ebery synthetic peptide we 
suppl),. But ,  you're in for a 
surprise if you haven't checked 
o u r  n e b ,  lower prices. We offer 
you a wide variety of  peptides 
related to some  ol ' the  mos t  
exciting areas of research: 
central  nervous sys tem,  renin- 
nngiotensin systeni. calcium 
nietabolisni. In addi t ion,  h e  
oll'er a selection ol'gastroin- 
testinal hormones ,  bradykinin 
and  related peptides, protease 
inhibitors. and  others .  

11 all adds  up to  the  fact that 
Beckman has the  best value in 
peptides. For  the  latest infor- 
niation about  ou r  peptides. send 
for Peptidc Catalog SB-464 
t o  Beckman Instruments,  lnc. .  
Bioproducts Operation, 
1117 California Avenue. 
Palo Alto.  California 94304. 

The ORAU is an operating contractor 
for the Department of Energy, formerly 
the Atomic Energy Commission; it is 
also a constituent member of the AAAS. 
It is not a component of Oak Ridge 
National Laboratory. 

PHILIP L. JOHNSON 
Oak Ridge Associated Universities, 
Post Ofice  Box 11 7, 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee 37830 

Censorship Charge 

We write to inform fellow scientists of 
a distressing instance of political censor- 
ship of scientific publication and of the 
loss of employment inflicted upon a 
dedicated colleague for opposing this 
censorship. The publication we discuss 
stemmed from the Second International 
Congress on Phosphorus Compounds or- 
ganized by the Institut Mondial du Phos- 
phate (IMPHOS) and held in Boston in 
April 1980. IMPHOS is an association of 
phosphorus and fertilizer producing 
companies, based in Morocco with its 
Secretariat in Paris, and funded mainly 
by North African and Mid-Eastern com- 
panies. Its declared purpose is to pro- 
mote research and use of phosphorus 
and its compounds. 

The Boston meeting focused on the 
occurrence and recovery of uranium and 
other accessory elements in phosphate 
rock, a subject bearing on substantial 
and widespread new sources of energy. 
It was most effectively organized by 
Claude Eon, then director of Technical 
Research for IMPHOS, and an honorary 
scientific committee headed by John Van 
Wazer of Vanderbilt University. The 
meeting ranged in content from crystal 
chemistry to recovery technology. It was 
highly successful, truly international in 
character, and conducted with unusual 
amicability and grace. Unfortunately the 
altruism of the meeting did not persist in 
the published proceedings ( I ) ,  from 
which two excellent contributions by Is- 
raeli scientists were arbitrarily excluded. 
The action was taken without the knowl- 
edge of the scientific committee and over 
the objections of Eon. It was imposed at 
the last moment, after the return of gal- 
ley proofs by the Israeli contributors, Z. 
Ketzinel and Y. Nathan. Eon has an- 
nounced that IMPHOS has fired him for 
opposing their censorship (2). 

The post facto intrusion of political 
censorship into a meeting advertised and 
conducted as an open gathering of schol- 
ars violates the basic traditions of sci- 
ence and the rights of all the participants. 
It places the scientific committee in the 

position of appearing to endorse such an 
act by participating, unwittingly, in a 
deception. It compromises all of the au- 
thors who would not wish to join in the 
mistreatment of their colleagues. This 
censorship, and the harsh punishment of 
Eon who honorably opposed it, demands 
our strongest condemnation and wide- 
spread publicity, particularly as there 
has been no response to numerous writ- 
ten objections. Failure to publicize such 
actions would encourage their repetition, 
and would permit our colleagues to par- 
ticipate in future IMPHOS-sponsored 
conferences without awareness that IM- 
PHOS practices censorship. We hope 
that IMPHOS will renounce this prac- 
tice. 

ZALMAN S. ALTSCHULER 
U . S .  Geological Survey, 
Reston, Virginia 22092 

PAUL B. MOORE 
Department of Geophysical Science, 
University of Chicago, 
Chicago, Illinois 60637 

AARON S. POSNER 
Hospital for Special Surgery, 
Cornell University Medical College, 
New York 10021 
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Hinged Teeth 

In his report on hinged teeth in snakes 
(17 Apr., p. 346), A. H. Savitzky states 
that, although hinged teeth are known in 
fishes and lissamphibians, they "have 
not been reported in amniote verte- 
brates." 

I wish to point out that hinged upper 
canine teeth have been described in two 
mammalian genera: muntjacs (Muntia- 
cus) and Chinese water deer (Hydro- 
pores) (I). This arrangement allows these 
ruminants to move their jaws from side 
to side while masticating plant foods; 
without hinging, the canines would inter- 
lock with the lower jaw and prevent its 
sideways movement. 

RICHARD A. KILTIE 
Department of Zoology, University of 
Florida, Gainesville 32611 
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Errorrim: In the report by A. Persechini and D. J. 
Hartshorne (18 Sept.. p. 1383). the abscissa of the 
insert in Fig. 2 is labeled incorrectly. It should read 
""P incorporationlkinase (pglml)." 
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