
DeLauer Named Chief 
of Defense Research 

One of the most important technical 
posts in the new Administration, under 
secretary of defense for research and 
engineering, has been filled. The 
long-expected nomination of Richard 
DeLauer, an executive vice president 
of TRW, Inc., was announced on 3 
March. As the fourth-ranked civilian in 
the Department of Defense, DeLauer 
will divvy out the department's $22 
billion budget for R & D and will con- 
trol weapons procurement policy. 

Since 1958 DeLauer has been at 
TRW, where he directed defense, 
space, and energy programs, with 
particular responsibility for TRW's bal- 
listic missile work. He is a graduate of 
Stanford University in mechanical en- 
gineering and has earned degrees in 
aeronautics and mathematics from 
the US. Naval Postgraduate School 
and the California Institute of Technol- 
ogy. DeLauer spent 15 years as a 
U.S. naval aeronautical engineer be- 
fore joining TRW. 

As DeLauer ships east from Los 
Angeles, his predecessor, William 
Perry, will ship west to San Francisco, 
where he will join the investment 
banking firm of Hambrecht and 
Quist.-Eliot Marshall 

Republicans Ax 
NIOSH Head 

Anthony Robbins was fired last 
week from his post as director of the 
National Institute for Occupational 
Safety and Health, but he still doesn't 
know why he is out of a job that is 
generally considered apolitical. 

Robbins' commission as an assist- 
ant surgeon general of the Public 
Health Service Corps was also termi- 
nated. The action is highly unusual 
except in cases of gross misconduct. 
Robbins may try to appeal the firing 
from the commission. 

A Carter appointee, Robbins was 
given no detailed reasons for the 
ouster by his boss, Secretary of 
Health and Human Services Richard 
Schweiker. The HHS press office said 
only that the firing "was in the public 
interest." 

The dismissal of Robbins, who had 
served 2 years of a 6-year term, came 
a few days after the Chamber of Com- 
merce of the United States published 
a stinging criticism of him in a four- 
page article. It accused Robbins and 
his deputy, John Froines, of "a variety 
of offenses ranging from mismanage- 
ment to malfeasance." It stated that 
Robbins has suppressed the agency's 
findings on health hazards when the 
information "could not be converted 
into regulations to use against busi- 
ness." Says Robbins, "That's non- 
sense." 

The department has given him 30 
days to find a new job. Robbins, for- 
mer state health director in both Colo- 
rado and Vermont, says, "I'm still try- 
ing to figure out what happened and 
what I want to do next." 

Richard Coene, an executive officer 
at NIOSH, was named acting direc- 
tor.-Marjorie Sun 

Export Law Affects 
Scientific Meetings 

Wishing not to be cast in the role of 
censor of its own members, the 
American Vacuum Society (AVS) has 
asked the State Department to grant 
scientific meetings a broad exemption 
from some new rules on weapons 
secrecy. The AVS is one of many 
technical and academic societies that 
find the new rules restrictive. 

These rules, the 1972 International 
Traffic in Arms Regulations (ITAR), 
were revised and published in a pre- 
liminary form in the Federal Register 
on 19 December 1980. They are de- 
signed to tighten controls on the ex- 
port of military equipment and data. 
To this end, they require that an ex- 
port license be obtained by anyone 
who gives a foreigner technical data 
that may have a defense application. 
There is a general exemption for un- 
classified data, if they have been pub- 
lished, for publication is thought to put 
them in the public domain. 

The Vacuum Society's president, 
Theodore Madey, worries that mem- 
bers giving presentations at its meet- 
ings may be considered exporters of 
contraband if foreigners are present. 
Madey wrote to the State Department 
in March: "Since virtually all unclassi- 
fied technical data could be construed 
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as bearing to some remote extent on 
something on the munitions control 
list, we believe a general exemption 
should be given to such meet- 
ings. . . ." 

The society has been stung once 
already by secrecy enforcers and 
wants to avoid a second embarrass- 
ment. Last year the AVS was shaken 
when the Commerce Department 
made it disinvite Soviet, East Europe- 
an, and Chinese guests who had 
been asked to a meeting on computer 
bubble memories (Science, 7 March 
1980). To avoid trouble in the future, 
the AVS is asking the government to 
consider all presentations at open 
meetings as material in the public 
domain and thus exempt from control. 

The State Department, according to 
one who helped draft the new ITAR 
document, is considering the AVS' 
request along with about 40 similar 
petitions. For example, the National 
Science Foundation sent a couple of 
lawyers over to the State Department 
in early March to argue, among other 
things, that the ITAR definition of pub- 
lic domain is too vague. Attorneys at 
State say they will try to accommo- 
date the scientists, but they will not be 
able to say how far the accommoda- 
tion will go. The final version of the 
ITAR will not be ready before the end 
of April.-Eliot Marshall 

- - 

GSA Seeks Competitors 
for AT&T Lines 

Since the late 19601s, the federal 
government and large corporations 
such as General Motors, IBM, Gener- 
al Electric, and Xerox have leased 
trunk lines for long-distance telephone 
calls from AT&T. This service, called 
Telpak, enables the government to 
purchase long-distance service at a 
discount rate. But Telpak may soon 
be terminated, and the General Ser- 
vices Administration (GSA), which, 
along with the Department of De- 
fense, is the largest federal user of 
Telpak, is making plans to switch from 
AT&T to other providers of telecom- 
munications services. If the GSA's 
plans go through there will be a major 
change in the way many government 
telephone calls are transmitted and 
many of these communications will 
have to be encrypted. 

SCIENCE, VOL. 21 1, 20 MARCH 1981 



Briefing 
Although AT&T wants to terminate 

Telpak, the GSA and other beneficia- 
ries of the service are suing to prevent 
this. But, says a GSA spokesman, 
"We have to lay out plans as though 
AT&T will win the case." Consequent- 
ly, the GSA has called for bids from 
such telecommunications carriers as 
Satellite Business Systems, Southern 
Pacific, MCI, and RCA Satellite to 
take over about one-quarter of the 
circuits now leased from AT&T. Al- 
though the GSA expects that other 
carriers will probably charge the gov- 
ernment more for telephone service 
than AT&T now charges for Telpak, it 
also expects that the other carriers will 
charge less than AT&T will charge if 
Telpak is terminated. The GSA esti- 
mates that if Telpak is terminated and 
it stays with AT&T, it will have to pay 
an additional $120 million to $130 
million each year. 

Unlike the Telpak service, which 
makes use of conventional telephone 
lines, many of the other telecommuni- 
cations carriers that may take over for 
AT&T use satellites and microwaves 
to transmit telephone messages. The 
GSA says, in its call for bids, that 
because "there will be occasions 
when unclassified, national security- 
related" information will be transmit- 
ted, encrypiion will be required for all 
satellite transmissions and for any mi- 
crowave transmissions that pass 
through the Washington, D.C., New 
York, or San Francisco areas. This 
requirement for encryption follows 
from a classified presidential direc- 
tive. 

The method of encryption will be 
the Data Encryption Standard (DES), 
a controversial code designed several 
years ago by the National Bureau of 
Standards and IBM in consultation 
with the National Security Agency 
(NSA). The DES is the only code that 
the NSA has certified as secure for 
the protection of nonclassified govern- 
ment communications. But, since its 
development, critics have charged 
that the code can be broken. 

So far, according to an industry 
source, sales of the DES have been 
slow. With the GSA's plans to give 
other companies much of the Telpak 
business, the source predicts that "a 
significant number of encryption 
boxes may be required." There will be 
a lot more interest in encryption equip- 
ment than there has been to date." 

-Gina Bari  Kolata 

U.S. Scientists Protest 

Argentina Arrests 

The arrest on 28 February of physi- 
cist Jose Westerkamp and several 
other leaders of the civil rights move- 
ment in Argentina aroused numerous 
protests from the American scientific 
community. At least six scientific soci- 
eties dispatched telegrams express- 
ing concern and urging the release of 
Westerkamp and his colleagues. 
Fourteen members of the House 
Committee on Science and Technol- 
ogy followed suit. 

A week after the arrests were 
made, a judge ordered the activists to 
be released while charges against 
them are investigated. Some observ- 
ers believe that the protests, from the 
United States and elsewhere, helped 
in getting Westerkamp and the others 
freed. 

The arrests, which were ordered 
without formal charges, began with a 
raid on the Center for Legal and So- 
cial Studies (CELS), a human rights 
organization in Buenos Aires. Police 
seized files containing information on 
6000 people who have "disappeared" 
in Argentina in the past few years. 
They then arrested the Center's presi- 
dent, Emilio Mignone, a lawyer and 
former undersecretary for education; 
Augusto MacDonnell, a lawyer and 
president of the Argentine Permanent 
Assembly for Human Rights; Wester- 
kamp; and three other activists. 

All were held incommunicado until 4 
March, when they were charged with 
unauthorized possession of maps of 
military installations, a charge they 
have categorically denied. 

Of the activists arrested last week, 
Westerkamp is perhaps the best 
known outside Argentina. A respected 
physicist, he worked in the 1950's at 
Columbia University with Charles 
Townes, who subsequently won the 
Nobel Prize for his work on lasers. 
During the 1960's and 19701s, Wes- 
terkamp held various posts at the Uni- 
versity of Buenos Aires, eventually 
becoming director of the microwave 
and laser laboratories. 

Westerkamp became active in the 
human rights movement after his son, 
Gustavo, was arrested in ?975, tor- 
tured, and held in jail without charge 
or trial as a political prisoner. He has 
still not been released. Westerkamp's 

human rights work cost him his job- 
he was fired from his university post in 
May last year-and he has been 
working full-time at CELS for the past 
few months. 

When news of the arrests reached 
the United States, protest telegrams 
were promptly dispatched by the Na- 
tional Academy of Sciences, the 
American Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Science, the American 
Physical Society, the American Statis- 
tical Association, the Canadian Com- 
mittee of Scientists and Scholars, and 
the Federation of American Scientists. 

On 4 March a majority of the mem- 
bers of the House subcommittee on 
science, research, and technology 
sent a telegram to Argentine Presi- 
dent Jorge Videla expressing "deep 
concern" over the arrests and calling 
for the immediate release of Wester- 
kamp and his colleagues. Subcommit- 
tee chairman Doug Walgren (D-Pa.) 
also said that he believes that the 
United States should use its assist- 
ance programs in science and tech- 
nology to enhance the human rights of 
scientists in recipient countries. 

- C o l i n  Norman 

Cetus Raises Record Sum 

in Stock Offering 

Some of the bloom may have worn 
off the market for stocks in genetic 
engineering companies. Last week, 
Cetus Corporation, one of the largest 
of the new breed of biotechnology 
companies, sold 5 million shares to 
the public and raised some $120 mil- 
lion. 

Although the share offering sold 
out, investors did not rush to buy a 
stake in the company quite as enthu- 
siastically as they did last year when 
Genentech went public. Cetus shares 
were offered at $23 each, and they 
deviated little from that sum. In com- 
parison, Genentech's shares soared 
from $35 to $89 in the first few min- 
utes of trading. They are now selling 
at about $39. 

In spite of the relatively cool re- 
sponse from investors, Cetus raised 
more money in its offering than any 
other new company in US .  corporate 
history. That is not bad for a company 
that has yet to market its first product. 

-Colin Norman 
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